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The next issue of ‘Contact’ is due to be published 1st March 2009. We

really do want to include your letters, notices and comments in this
issue. Please phone, or simply talk to one of the editorial team above.
If you can do this before 1st February 2009, we should be able to
consider it for inclusion.
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE Revd. Phil Gough

Dear friends,

ADVENT is upon us, and my prayer is that the next few weeks are not all
busy, busy, busy, but that we are all able to enter into the "watching,
waiting, preparing” themes of advent, as we remember the coming of
Jesus, the Messiah, Redeemer, Saviour, Servant-King, and his promise
to return. Readying ourselves to "receive" Jesus is the message of this
season. Jesus is the gift of HOPE, and in the picture on the front cover of
this edition, and all our Christmas publicity, you may catch sight of a
crown of thorns resting in the manger.

Charles Wesley, in his great Christmas hymn, which Mabel refers to in
her article in this CONTACT, reminds us of why Jesus is THE gift of
HOPE :

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace !
Hail the Sun of Righteousness !
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth

Hark the herald-angels sing
Glory to the new-born King

Jesus, the King, brings us peace, a right relationship with God we would
otherwise be unable to attain, light, life (in all its fulness), healing, new
birth, eternal life....and all this a completely free gift of grace....now that's
GOOD NEWS !

Our quest to become an eco-congregation has begun, and this
Christmas, as well as the greetings contained in this edition of
CONTACT, there will be a large Christmas card in the church foyer for
people to sign (instead of needing to send many Christmas cards), and a
church Christmas e-card you will be able to send to friends and family.
Any money you save this way could be donated to St. Catherine's
Hospice, in the collecting box in the foyer (from December 7th onwards).
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MINISTER'S MESSAGE Revd. Phil Gough

The worship plan we've experimented with during 2008 (different styles
on different Sundays) will continue to Easter 2009. It is good to report
that figures for attendance at worship have been up again in 2008 - God
is blessing our endeavours for Him !

The theme for January through to Lent will be

"OUR VISION, OUR MISSION - LINKING LIVES THROUGH
JESUS",

focussing on :
"encountering God"
"enjoying life together"
"enabling giving of time, talents, money"
(giving us an opportunity for a "stewardship update”)

"embracing the world"

"equipping disciples”
| am excited about starting the New Year with this sharp focus on what
God is asking of us.
| pray we'll all be challenged, called, equipped and encouraged to live
2009 in faith, hope and love, allowing God's life to flow through us into

His world !
Have a great Christmas ! | look forward to sharing it with you.

Rev. Phil.
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WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE? Matt Lawley-Brown

‘Then the star appeared again, the
same star they had seen in the
eastern skies. It led them on until it
hovered over the place of the child.
They could hardly contain
themselves. They were in the right
place! They had arrived at the right
time! They entered the house and
saw the child in the arms of Mary, his
mother. Overcome, they kneeled and
worshiped him.’

Matthew 2: 9-11 (The Message)

| would like you to ask yourself a
guestion - and | want you to answer
honestly...

How often do you feel like the people
in the passage?

So overcome by God that you
spontaneously worship Him and can
hardly contain yourself. This idea
perhaps challenges our British ‘stiff
upper lip’ heritage, but The Bible is
bursting with accounts and examples
of extravagant acts of worship;
Abraham’s near sacrifice of Issac,
David dancing before the Lord, The
Psalms, Song of Songs, The
Magnificat (Mary’s song of worship)
and The Triumphal Entry into
Jerusalem, to specify a few.

The account of the shepherds’
experience of angels and worshiping
Jesus in Bethlehem described in Luke
2: 8-20 in The Message is entitled ‘An
Event for Everyone’.

‘The angel said, “Don't be afraid. I'm
here to announce a great and joyful
event that is meant for everybody,
worldwide”.

Luke 2: 9 (The Message)

When God; Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, created us, He created us with
the capacity to be spiritual and placed
a desire within us to worship. Every
single human being that has ever lived
and ever will has a natural instinct to
worship.

A few months before we got married in
2001, Len and | went to a U2 concert.
There was a defining moment in the
concert when Len nudged me and
gestured for me to look around the
stadium. We saw well over 10,000
people all stood singing with their arms
outstretched toward heaven in total
abandonment. At that moment | had a
total revelation of God’s design and the
greatest commandment for all humans
to worship Him. Everyone in that
arena, christians and non believers
alike, were in awe. | absolutely believe
that people were experiencing the
presence of God, as was |, many of
them just probably didn’t know it! Even
Bono (U2 lead singer) fell to his knees
weeping, and called out to God. It was
such a powerful awe filled moment,
one which I will never forget.
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WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE?

Each of us were designed to have a
relationship with God but some of us
search in other places to fill the void in
our lives. People worship many things
in many ways - possessions; cars,
houses, clothes, toys, other people;
actors, musicians, athletes, friends
and family, activities; keeping fit,
holidays, watching television, surfing
the internet, eating, socialising.

None of these things are particularly
bad for us on the surface but we can
become too dependent on our worship
of them. We will only know true
fullness of life when we are completely
dependent upon God and worship Him
whole heartedly.

Jesus referred to the scriptures from
Deuteronomy 6:5 when answering a
question from the Pharisees. He was
explaining that in doing this we will
naturally keep the commandments;

‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.” This is
the greatest commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘Love your
neighbour as yourself.’

Matthew 22: 37-39 (N.L.V)

This is another Bible passage
explaining that we should give God
our all and worship Him with
everything we have.

Matt Lawley-Brown

Rather than spend time writing about
the variety of styles of Christian
worship | want to encourage you all
to seek God and live every aspect of
your life as an act of worship. The
times when we come together as
congregations and other groups are
extremely important both to God and
our own faith. However we also
need to make the most of every
opportunity we have to spend time
with God and listen to Him.

In future issues of Contact | plan to
explore the integral part that worship
plays in our individual relationships
with God and the growth and
development of His church. Part of
my role across the North Lancashire
District is to help develop worship
amongst young people. | believe
that this is not just about developing
opportunities for acts of worship
appropriate to young people but
developing and maintaining a culture
of whole hearted worship which
encompasses every aspect of our
lives all of the time, whether good or
bad. | shall share some of my
insights and experiences with you
and | hope to encourage you in your
worship of God.
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WORSHIP FOR EVERYONE?

God loves every single one of us and
is interested in us. | strongly

believe that if our worship of Him is to
encompass every aspect of our lives
then our acts of worship should
encompass our culture. By which |
mean we need to have the attitude of
the young boy whose loaves and
fishes fed over 5,000 people. He
came prepared and was willing to be
used by God. We need to bring to
God an offering of ourselves in a way
that we can engage with Him;
culturally, emotionally and spiritually.
Every time we give to God, He
lavishes us in abundance.

During this Christmas season as we
focus upon what God began through
His Son | want to challenge us all to
experiment with ways of worshiping
Him outside of our normal
experiences. If you are stuck for
ideas try listening to Christian music
and singing along to it, spend time
paraphrasing a section of scripture
into your own words - the Psalms are
a great starting point for this, read a
good book, take a walk, memorise
some scripture, pray and spend more
time listening than talking, visit
someone in need, give to the poor.
There are so many ways we can
worship God. | plan to write in more
detail about this in the future.

Matt Lawley-Brown

To conclude for this issue | would like
to thank you sincerely for all of your
prayers and support and wish you a
wonderful Christmas and New Year
from Len, Taliyah, Kieona and myself.
| pray that you will meet with God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit and
encourage others to do the same. |
will leave you with a quote from a book
| am about to start reading which | will
be drawing from in my ministry. |
believe it holds many truths about the
future of the church as a whole.

“Loving the Lord our God with all our
hearts, strength, mind and
understanding is our highest priority.
But can we do that without following
the second commandment to love our
neighbour as ourselves?

This book looks at what happens when
we let WORSHIP infuse all areas of
our lives, what EVANGELISM looks
like in today’s culture, and what God'’s
passion for JUSTICE means for us in a
broken and hurting world. God holds all
three close to His heart: if we bring
them back together, could we regain
the lost voice of the church?”

from the back cover of

WORSHIP EVANGELISM JUSTICE
by Mike Pilavachi with Liza Hoeksma
Published by Survivor
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CHURCH TRIP TO THE SEASIDE Jeff Whittle
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.

=,
>
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All our Groups are well into their
new programs started in
September and now planning
their Christmas festivities! As the
excitement mounts we need to
pray that all may understand how
important the Christmas message
is — Christ’s being born into the
world that He can show us the
way He wants us to live. Pray
that the season will mean more to
us all than just parties and
presents.

| have now handed over the reins
to our new Co-ordinators so in the
next edition of Contact it will be
Matt & Carol who will update you
on this aspect of the work. Itis
good to have Matt safely back
after the recent worries over their
new baby and his own period in
hospital. We pray God will bless
the family as Matt really gets
down to the work among our
teenagers.

Ann Diggles

While Matt cares and works with
the Senior school age group Carol
Eccles is taking on responsibility
for the lower age groups, until they
leave Junior school. | know these
are God's chosen people and |
ask you all to support them as you
have supported me over so many
years.

| have sent out letters to all our
leaders and helpers, thanking
them for their support over the
years | have been Co-ordinator. If
| have left anyone out then | really
apologise, there are spare copies,
please do ask for one.

The letter was sent out before
November 13" the date arranged
for Phil, Matt, Carol & myself to get
together for a final chat about
hand over. Following this, | was
taken to a restaurant “for a bit of
supper together” only to find there
were about 30 people already
there. It was quite overwhelming
to see so many of you who | have
worked with over the many years |
have been involved with both
Clubland, as it was then, and as
Co-ordinator.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.  Ann Diggles

Thank you all so much for making
the effort to be there and for the
gifts, cards and good wishes
received. How Phil managed to
arrange all this and me never
suspect anything is amazing — |
usually manage to get to know what
is going on!! Thank you all so much.
Thank you also for the good wishes
sent by those unable to come.

| am continuing, at present, as
Safeguarding Co-ordinator, so may
still be writing occasionally if there
are any changes in this area.

Meanwhile | commend to you the
work among our children & young
people. We are truly blessed to
have so many young people
attached to our church in so many
groups. Young people today have
SO0 many temptations to deal with
that were not around in our youth. It
is often hard for them to be seen to
attend church groups and to stand
up for their faith. Your prayers CAN
make a difference.

Thank you all for your support.

God bless, Ann
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FAIRTRADE Jean Damp

Fairtrade Coffee Shop

First the Good News - Since we opened the Coffee Shop a
couple of years ago we have been able to send more than
£2,800.00 to Fairtrade charities. Thank you to all who have
supported us, both workers and eaters!

Now, the challenge — due to the overwhelming success of
the Coffee Shop, more help is needed on Wednesdays for a
variety of jobs.

Food preparation
Serving & clearing tables (waiting on?)
Washing up
Brewing tea/coffee
Welcoming people

Please contact Beryl Walsh, any Steward, Revd Phil,
Deacon Sylvie or anybody else who can lead you to the
right person if you can help. If we get enough helpers your
turn will only come round once a month. We hope to recruit
some more volunteers so that this wonderful work can
continue throughout 2009.

Please pray about this and offer your help if at all possible
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PUB TALK Steven Wheeler

As many of you will know, a team from LMC have been regularly meeting in
the local pub. This initiative, known as Pub Talk has evolved from a fresh
expression of church where we wanted to engage with the community and
go to where people meet rather than expect people to come to us and have
to get over the many barriers they may have when they think of going to
church.

Pub Talk has now been running in it's current form for the last three months,
we meet every 3rd Monday of the month (except December) in the Old
Leyland Gates. We have the exclusive use of one end of the pub so that we
are completely visible to the rest of the customers, this is to make sure that
we are welcoming to them if they feel like joining in. Recent topics have
included 'A fresh start’, 'Spoilt for choice' and 'Who wants to be a
Millionaire?'

The evening is based around a menu which has the following items on it:

- What are you having? - tonight's talking point

- pubquiz! - get the old grey matter going

- reality check - information and ideas on the topic - maybe even some
sobering facts!

- its your round! - have your say and listen to others' views around the table

- last orders - winding up - any pearls of wisdom to share?

- one for the road - further information available

We now have a facebook group set up (thanks Jenny!) and hope to have a
section of the church website devoted to the group.

The point of Pub Talk is not to promote drinking but to promote God in the
pub. We hope to show that Christians are 'normal’ and approachable.

The event is a great way to invite non-Christians to a Christian event simply
by asking them if they want to come to a quiz and a chat down the pub.

See you there!
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WHAT TO AFTER CHRISTMAS

What shall | do after Christmas?

If you need some friends
... or a follow-on from Alpha
... Or to go deeper into God's Word

Why not go along to a small home
group?

These options are available to you:

With Phil and Maria, studying John
Ortberg’s book: The life you've
always wanted.
8, 15, 22, 29 January and
5, 12 February.

Contact: 422613
With Jeff and Ann, studying John's
gospel using the Book by Book
DVDs. 15,29 January,
12, 26 February, 12, 26 March,
23 April, 7 May.

Contact: 458051
With Imogen and Malcolm, using
the "What's so amazing about
Grace?" material.

Contact: 696195

Mabel Harris

With Mabel, presenting the Big
Picture: an informal introduction
to the Bible. Four evenings from
January into February.

Contact: 435709

Other Home Groups to consider:

Deborah and Steve on Buckshaw
Village.
Contact: 434841
Rev Jack and Jean in Vicarsfield.
Contact: 454906
John and Deacon Kathy in
Queensway.
Contact: 622521
Julie and Philip in Higher
Meadow.
Contact; 641330
Terry in St James Gardens.
Contact: 435709

Six study sessions exploring our
theme of eco-church, looking at
the Christian response to world

issues such as climate change,

poverty and famine relief.

Beginning early spring, watch the
notices for further detalils.
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PUTTING THE WAITING BACK INTO WANTING

Do you feel at all stressed by the
coming of Christmas? Are you
troubled about all the money you still
have to spend on presents and food,
decorations and travel? If we let it,
the financial crisis will just add to this
anxiety, making us more worried
about all the money we are
spending. That's if we let it. How
about if we don't? How about if we
use the credit crunch to make us
reign-in our spending, to turn our
focus away from buying stuff and
reclaim the true spirit of Advent!

*As Fr Christopher Jamison (BBC
“Monastery”) writes in his
forthcoming book:

“Advent is the traditional month of
preparation before Christmas, a time
of fasting and intense prayer, a time
of eager expectation. It is above all a
time to celebrate waiting as a normal
part of human experience, when the
Christian tradition invites us to wait
for the birth of a child. In Advent we
rejoice that we are waiting, that there
is still time to prepare a way for the
Lord and we celebrate the virtue of
patience. By contrast, the consumer
world tells us not to wait but to ‘buy
now.' Greed cannot wait, so to learn
to wait is a simple antidote to
greed.”™

So this Advent, why not pray now
and buy later?

And while you are praying, make
some of these great alternative
presents from the Canadian web site
www.buynothingchristmas.org

- Create coupons for a massage,
spring cleaning, child-minding, a
lesson on something you are skilled
in etc.

- Knit a stocking, hat, socks, etc.

- Videotape and interview your
parents about childhood
memories, how they met, etc., and
give to siblings or children.

- Bake some treats and pack in a
recycled container.

- Frame a piece of your artwork.
- Give away a valued possession.
- Make a puppet from a sock.

- Make a calendar with pictures of
family members and/or scenery.

- Make a soothing, herb pillow filled
with lavender, rose, etc.

- Make a birdseed ball.

- Make hand-made soap or candles.

Advent: Putting the waiting back into
wanting.

From Operation Noah's ‘Reclaim
Christmas' campaign.

Jean Lyon
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WHY THE ANGELS SANG Mabel Harris
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CHURCHES TOGETHER/WORLD CHURCH GROUP

Churches Together in Leyland

Good news from CTL. The prayer
guest for a new van for the
Furniture Scheme has been
answered and is being painted
now, so look out for the new van.
It will be used a lot in the coming
months. We need additional
volunteers to collect and deliver
the furniture. If you can help for a
few hours a week, let us know.

The CTL brochure is progressing
well and may soon be on your
shelves with a companion
website.

Plans are in hand for the
Women’s World Day of Prayer (6"
March 2009), The Lent Meetings
and the Week Of Christian Unity
(18"-January 2009).

Keep an eye on the notices and
please support these joint events
to show our unity, thanks.

Malcolm Thomson

The World Church Group

On the 22™ November the World
Church held a Bonanza event. It was a
very enjoyable and successful day.
Despite the cold, the car washers
persevered, whilst in the warm hall
many enjoyed the cakes, games,
books, crafts, tombola and of course
the teas, coffees and lunches.

The Bonanza raised over £500 and
was added to by a collection at the
musical soiree and so the total amount
raised is over £650 (at the time of
writing this). This will be split four equal
ways and donated to the following
charities:- International Book Aid,
Leprosy Mission, Kids in Kailahun and
Release International.

To all who worked so hard to make it a
enjoyable family event, especially the
Brownies and Guides who joined us for
the first time and put in a lot of effort,
the musicians who made it a very
special evening, and of course those of
you who came along to support the
events. A VERY BIG ‘THANK YOU'.

Whilst the World Church Group wish
everyone a Peaceful Christmas and a
Happy New Year, let's hope that our
contributions help others in the world to
look to a better future. Praying that we
do make a difference.

Imogen Thomson
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

'Wishing all our friends at LMC
a happy Christmas and New
Year, Lots of love, Mark and

Naomi' XX

To all members of my '2nd family'
Wishing you Peace and Joy at
Christmas and in the coming year
With love & best wishes
from Jean Damp

Mabel and Terry
share with all their friends
at LMC the joyous Christmas
message of new life in Jesus
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

A Peaceful Christmas

Malcolm and Imogen Thomso

and a Happy New Year to ALL.

=)




17

CONTACT

ECO-CONGREGATION

Most of you at Leyland will hopefully
now know that we are trying to join our
sister church at Lostock Hall in
becoming an Eco-Congregation.

This means that we all need to care for
the earth by following sustainable
practice and taking into account global
and local environmental considerations
for present and future generations.

We need to do this :

- through the conservation and use of
resources in the Church and at home

- by developing more sustainable
lifestyles.

- by being actively involved in Local
community initiatives

The Church council have now signed a
Sustainability pledge to encourage all
within the Church to works towards
sustainability by

- Saving energy
- Minimising the use of and

eliminating the contamination of water
- Reducing waste

The Eco-group and Church Council
have now begun to compile an action
plan to encompass spirituality,
practicality and reaching out.

LMC has frequently included care of
God’s creation in its worship and
teaching but we hope to extend this by
identifying and resourcing good quality
Bible study material that can be made
available to house groups. To help us
all reduce our waste and recycle more
the World Church group is compiling a
list of recycling points within Leyland.

Jean Lyon

The Boys Brigade is hoping to
organise a mobile phone recycling
scheme. You can expect to see more
recycling activities within the Church as
we progress. One of these will be a
recycling point for Christmas cards
after Christmas. Did you know:

. 20,000 tonnes of waste card and
paper goes to landfill every year,
from 1 billion Christmas cards.

- Another 1 billion cards get recycled.

- The average Christmas card market
is worth over £114 million a year.

- The average cut going to charity
from charity Christmas cards is just
10% and can be as low as 4%.

LMC is also going to host a
sustainability audit training day on 31°
January 2009. This is organised in
liaison with Faiths4Change and will be
run by the Bay Energy Saving
Partnership. We will be making places
available to other people within the
South Ribble Methodist Circuit and
also Churches Together in Leyland.
This is just a small start in reaching out
to the local community.

| conclude with a prayer that | found on
the Christian Ecology web site :

We thank you, Father, for the men and
women of determination who have
taken the lead in the struggle to protect
your creation from exploitation and
degradation. Help us, in our turn, to
give of ourselves, not counting the
cost, for the sake of your dear Son,
who died to save not just us, but the
whole of your creation. Amen.
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PRAYER DIARY

For some months now the signs were
there that the world economy was
heading towards turbulent storms as
our Prime Minister put it. Now we are
in the midst of it. There was a bit of
an argument on the telly about who
was to blame for the mess we are
supposed to be in. Some said giving
credit irresponsibly was the course.
Others said our government has been
for some time, been borrowing too
much irresponsibly and still others
claimed we are a nation living on
credit cards. Then one of the
members on the panel said: “Lets
concentrate on how we get out of this
mess.”

What followed was even more
confusing. Some said reducing taxes
is the answer. That will encourage
people to spend more. Others said
reducing taxes alone was not enough
— we needed to cut VAT and so the
argument went on and on. What was
happening reminded me of what our
Lord Jesus said: “If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house
cannot stand”. [Mark 3:24-25]

Whatever the economic climate is,
this country is more blessed than we
think.

Seth Asiaw

It is true that some have lost their jobs
and is likely there will be more. There
may be more hardship than we have
experienced in the recent past.

The situation is even more poignant
during the festive season of giving
and receiving. But let us celebrate
the greatest gift of all — that God
made man in Jesus Christ came to
earth about two thousand years ago
to teach us what really matters —
Loving God and Your neighbour as
yourself. He who knows the end from
the beginning will surely guide us
through our current difficulties — be
they financial, relational or health
issues.

Prayer:

Jesus, new-born child of all time,
We greet your birth with wide-eyed
delight.

You are precious beyond words
For our world needs your presence
more than ever.

Let the angel's promise of your good
news offering joy and peace to all the
world be heard by those who lead and
guide.

Let kings bow down and all creation
greet this holy moment
As we seek to grasp its magnitude.

For you are God's gift silently
delivered to every human heart. [from
Further Everyday Prayers]
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CHRISTMAS MAZE
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FAITH SHARING MINISTRY

The Faith Sharing ministries

consist of both outreach activities
and those which build us up in our
faith. One example is our corporate
Sunday worship times both during
the morning and evening. During
these times, primarily, we can offer
our thanks and praise to God for
everything He is to us, the difference
knowing Him makes in our lives;
offering our worship to Him.
Secondly, we can build community
as we meet together regularly, get to
know each other's names and a little
about each other and look at the
various Mon-Sat groups in which we
can take part and in which we can
build up friendships as well as
developing as disciples.

This term, it has been a humbling
experience co-ordinating both a
morning and evening Alpha course.
Thank you so much to those who
have participated and those who
have led sessions and been prayer
partners. We have truly
encountered God's presence with us
and valued each other's
contributions.

Just prior to submitting this report,
the Band of Brothers (BOB) have
hosted their first big event with
speaker Carl Beech : national
director for Christian Vision for
Men(CVM).

Maria Gough

We pray for continued success for
both CVM nationally and the BOB
team locally, in the hope of many
more men getting involved in
reaching out to their male friends.
On average, most churches consist
of 70% women, 30% men. We are
fortunate having so many men at
LMC: just a few more needed to
create a healthy 50:50 balance!

In addition, | would like to put the
spotlight on both Pubtalk and the
Sunday seeker services. Pubtalk
will begin again in January on the
3rd Monday each month. It takes
place in the alcove at the back of
Leyland OI' Gates pub and is ideal
for taking friends who are open to
Christianity yet not sure about
church.

As for the seeker services, they get
better and better (no pressure to
those leading the next few!). During
Phil's sabbatical last year, a number
of churches we visited asked their
members 'Who are you bringing?'.
If you have a close relative,
daughter, son, long lost cousin,
good friend or neighbour for whom
you have been praying for a long
time, why not take a 'risk’ over the
next 6 months and invite them to a
seeker service, just to see what they
think about it?
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FAITH SHARING MINISTRY

Their feedback would be valued and
they might like to come back again.
The seeker services are for our
friends, let's invite them. Friends
might be aware that we attend
church but it could mean a lot to
them to suddenly receive a personal
invitation from you, especially if you
offer to bring them.

As always, thanks go out to those
who faithfully run groups regularly
and make LMC an accessible place
to be and enabling faith sharing to
be a possibility.

Also, Hope 08 has been incredibly
successful and there will be
celebrations of the year's
achievements of churches working
together, during the carol service on
Dec 7th in Preston. Please see
notices for details. Let's keep
enjoying sharing our faith and do
feel free to discuss any faith sharing
ideas with me anytime.

Maria Gough

Maria Gough

For others
Aid is given

Involvement in
global projects

Rewards knowing
you have helped

Touching the lives
of others

Raising awareness
Allowing life lines

Dedication and
devotion

Everyone can help
by Katy Duttor
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LEAVING TO SERVE ON PAIS

As some of you know | applied to be
part of the Pais Project for 3 years. At
the beginning of September | was told
| would be potentially in Rotherham.
So | went down for the weekend at the
end of September to meet my team
and to meet the minister | would be
working under in Rotherham.

On the Friday I arrived there at about
10:00 am and met my team in the
main office. My team is made up of
Lydia Beech, Michael Ferguson, Holly
Martin and Tobias Koéller. Lydia Beech
is on her second year and is the team
leader of the Rotherham 08/09 team
and is originally from the Lake District.
Michael Ferguson is the assistant
team leader and in his second year of
three. Michael is originally from
Liverpool. Holly Martin is on her first
year and graduated from Lancaster
University last year. Tobias Koéller is
from Germany and is in his first year
on Pais.

In the evening | met the minister |
could be working with in the church |
will be based at. | went round the area
to look inside the churches, where |
could be based, and to find out any
problems there are.

Later on in the evening | went out with
the girls from the young adult group
and we had a girl's night. We played
on the Wii and had chats as well as
some food. At the end of the night |
went to stay at one of the young
adult's home for the night.

Jenny Wareing

On Saturday | met one of the youth
workers and her son and found out
that | have a lot in common with him
and had a chat with his mum about
the youth work in his church. | then
went to the coffee morning at one of
the churches and had a chat with
some of the elder members of the
area.

After lunch | met up with the team
and we went to Rother Valley
Country Park and had a picnic as it
was Toby’s birthday on Saturday.
We had a good afternoon getting to
know each other better and have fun
at the same time.

That night | went to a barn dance in
association with the area | would be
based in and met up with the young
adults and their partners. It was a
fantastic night spent with the church
members.

On the Sunday morning | had
breakfast at church which was
provided by the young adults before
the morning service. | met some
more of the youth and said | would
help organise a concert in aid of
UNICEF. | attended the morning
service and met a few more people
in the church.

After the church service | went round
to one of the member’s house and
shared lunch with the family. There |
met a couple of other young adults
and got to know them.
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LEAVING TO SERVE ON PAIS Jenny Wareing

The team mission statement is:

“Our mission is to ignite a new way of
thinking, bringing Heaven to Earth.
We are beacons of light, stirring up a new
generation of disciples with a
contagious passion for Jesus; inspiring
them to go the extra mile, seeking first
the Kingdom of God and making Jesus
famous.”

One thing we need serious prayer for is
to continue being allowed to go into the
schools in the area and change their lives
for the better by getting to know Jesus
and his many wonders. Another thing is
that we could really do with a second car
for the team as we are so spread out in
the area and there will be five of us so we
are just praying that the feelers that are
out there are going to provide fruit and
answer our prayers.

Some good news is that a
school which has been shut
to the Pais project for a few
years has allowed the team
to start building relationships
in the school and that they
would love for the team to
be in every day of the
week!!! PRAISE THE
LORD!
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SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

Can you spot the 12 differences? Answers on Page 8
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CHRISTMAS STAMPS
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CHRISTMAS AT LMC
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SUNDAY 14th DECEMBER
9.00a.m. : Advent Communion
Rev. Paul Davis

10.30a.m. : Club Sunday Nativity Service
Rev. Phil / Parade

6.30.m. : Choir Presents : "Christmas Through The
Year" a musical feast for Christmas

SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER
10.30a.m. : Christmas Seeker Style (Baptisms)
Deacon Sylvie

6.30p.m. : Christmas Carol Service
Rev. Phil and others, including Leyland Methodist
Infant School Choir
followed by drinks and mince pies

CHRISTMAS EVE
6.00p.m. : Family "BEACH PARTY" Christmas Eve
Celebration in the Community Centre

11.30p.m. : Midnight Communion
into Christmas Day, with Rev. Phil

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30a.m. : Christmas Day Celebration
for all ages, with Rev. Phil and others.

This year, from 7th December onwards, under our Chr  istmas
Tree we are collecting good second-hand toys for In  ternational
Aid, and new toiletry gifts for the homeless projec ts at

Merryweather, Preston and BAY6, Leyland.
d bbb B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B B
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MESSAGE FROM THE INFANT SCHOOL

Here at Leyland Methodist Infant
School we have enjoyed a very
successful start to the new school
year. Seventy new Reception
children have joined us and have
settled in very well. They took part
in our Harvest Service at Church

and did wonderfully well, as did all of

the children in school.

For Harvest a huge amount of rice
and pasta was donated by children
and their families to International
Aid. This term we are collecting
shoeboxes for Christmas, filled with
gifts for children and adults in
Eastern Europe and Africa. The
children at our school show a great

awareness of the lives of others and

of other children who are not as
fortunate as they themselves are.
We are extremely proud of them.

Thank you to all those of you who
helped us to collect the ‘Tesco
Computers for Schools’ vouchers
again. We were awarded two new
computers and a digital camera for
our vouchers — this is wonderful —
thank you once again.

This term, on one of the few dry
days in September, we held a ‘Jim
Jam Jog’ which raised over
£1,200. The children were
sponsored to run 10 laps around
the playground and then enjoyed
breakfast all together. The money
raised will be spent on ICT
equipment and other resources.

N
O e

Our first family social event of this
academic year takes place on
Friday 5" December. We will be
holding a Christmas Bingo Night.
This is always a lot of fun and Mrs
Watson will once again be our
‘caller’. Eyes down ...

Wishing you all a peaceful
Christmas and a Happy New Year
from the staff and children at
Leyland Methodist Infant School.

Heather Whyte

Heather Whyte
Headteacher
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MESSAGE FROM THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

There is a lot going on as always.
Huge thanks to the Parents
Association for their generous
support in providing for the
installation of the multimedia
system in the hall, it's a fantastic
resource which will have great
benefits for worship and the
curriculum.

The choir are busy rehearsing for
their participation in the Young
Voices at the MEN arena on 1st
December. If you want to find out
more about this amazing event,
please go to

WwWw.youngvoices concerts.com

In addition to all this there are all
the usual Christmas events with
productions and services to look
forward to.

We would really value your
prayers for the Worship Team
which is working with Rev Phil
as they embark on their journey
together looking at how they can
contribute to our worship at
school. As well as this, we also
have the SUPA club for Year 6
which is giving them an
opportunity to explore faith and
what it means for them.

Looking ahead to the New Year,
the Spring Term is amongst the
‘quieter’ of them all but we will
still be busy with after school
clubs, sports fixtures, learning
and all the other many exciting
things which make up the life of
our school.

Mark Mackley
Head Teacher
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