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The next issue of ‘Contact’ is due to be published 1st September 2007.  
We really do want to include your letters, notices and comments in this 
issue.  Please phone, or simply talk to one of the editorial team above.  
If you can do this before 1st August 2007, we should be able to 
consider it for inclusion. 
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CONTACT 1 

Following the recent Stewardship 
Campaign we are trusting God 
that we may soon be able to  
consider seeking a Youth Pastor 
to work with the various youth 
groups.  We are all conscious that 
the teen years are when so many 
youngsters, nourished in Church 
from early years,  
suddenly find things dull and  
boring and cease attending or 
move elsewhere.  Churches with 
a youngish, dynamic Youth  
Pastor maintain dynamic youth 
groups.  At present we have few, 
sometimes no one, present for 
the Senior/Youth group in Club  
Sunday and the open Clubs have 
few Church youngsters attending. 

 
Can I ask you to please pray :~  
 
1 That God will provide the  

finance for this venture if it is 
in His plan for our church. 
 

2 That He will lead us to the  
person of His choice for this 
purpose. 

 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH WORK 2007 Anne Diggles 

All our groups are well into their 
Spring activities and often the  
numbers dwindle somewhat as 
the lighter evenings come and 
they prefer to be outside – this is 
usual and seasonal so we don’t 
panic! 
 
CLUB SUNDAY are busy  
preparing for their Anniversary on 
May 13th when Rev. Helen Bell 
(nee Wilcock) will be leading 
Worship both morning and 
evening. 
 
In March we celebrated our 
YOUTH ANNIVERSARY and  
various youngsters took some 
part in the Worship. This is the 
second year we have celebrated 
in this way rather than just  
Clubland Anniversary.  We are 
grateful to God for all our children 
and young people and it is good 
to give them opportunity to be  
involved in Sunday Worship. 
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Our young people are not only 
the Church of tomorrow, but  the 
Church of today and we need to 
be succouring them so that they 
can grow in their Christian life. 
 
We are also in need of several 
male leaders for our open clubs. 
Safeguarding Guidelines indicate 
that we must have leaders of both 
sexes where the groups contain 
members of both sexes.  For 
some reason it is always men we 
are short of so please pray about 
this and if you feel able to help or 
know someone you think may be 
able to help please let me know. 
 
As I write this afternoon I am  
conscious that tonight will be  
MAD MOBS first production of  
PARABLEAMIA and I know we 
will all, yet again, be amazed at 
the talent in this group and the 
hard work put in by all who train 
them.  
 

We know God will bless their  
efforts and hope you all manage 

to see it. 
    
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH WORK 2007 Anne Diggles 

We are blessed to have so many 
children and young people in our 
church and I am so grateful to so 
many of you who work tirelessly 
week by week to lead them in so 
many different groups and activities. 
 
We will pray for you regularly. 
 
Ann Diggles 
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Abbot Hall is a large and comfortable house with extensive grounds 
and a swimming pool.   

 
The varied programme will include music, worship, discussions and 

optional fun activities. 
 

Best of all, there will be time to just enjoy being together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accommodation is in a choice of en suite or non-en suite single,  
double, twin and family rooms (all rooms with handbasins). 

 
Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday lunch. 

 
Cost per adult: £118 en suite, E106 non-en suite, with a  

descending scale of prices for young people and children. 
 

To book, discuss the cost or to arrange staged payments,  
contact Mabel Harris (bookings) 
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NEW LMC LOGO     Jo Travers 

4 

 
We have recently been trying to design a new logo for LMC incorporating 
our new strapline ‘Linking Lives Through Jesus’. 
 
Here are all the ideas so far..... 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maybe you have a logo idea!  Please submit any feedback or design 
ideas to Jo Travers on joanne@travers-uk.com  
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HEALING SERVICES    John Maiden 
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Following the circuit’s Worship  
Audit a group of preachers has 
met to consider how we might 
best approach healing services. 
 
The group concluded that... 
 
(a)  Healing has always been 

part of the church’s ministry; 
Jesus sent out the disciples 
“to preach the Kingdom of 
God and heal the 
sick” (Luke 9 verse2).  This  
ministry has continued from 
New Testament times up to 
the present day.   

 
(b)  The ministry of healing is the 

responsibility of the whole 
church and, while God may 
give a specific gift of healing 
to a particular  
individual, our emphasis in 
the circuit should be on the 
involvement of the whole 
people of God. 

 
 

(c)  While never precluding 
“miraculous” physical  
healing our main thrust 
should be to minister a 
wholeness which involves 
body, mind and spirit. 

 
In practical terms the group  
believes the best way forward is 
to offer a circuit healing service 
on a monthly or quarterly basis.   
 
This hopefully would go round the 
circuit, would be on a midweek 
evening and would take various 
forms.  
 
Hopefully there would be some 
preaching and teaching on the 
theme of healing before we hold 
the first service. 
 
This brief article is simply to  
inform people of what we hope to 
offer to the circuit in the near  
future so that those interested 
can watch for further information.  
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PRAYER      Seth Asiaw 
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The following is an extract on prayer as a"gift" by Fr. Victor Hoagland.   
I hope you find it useful. 

 
Prayer is a Gift of God 

 
To begin with, prayer is a gift of God. "Gift" is a good word to describe 

prayer, because praying is not something we can do of ourselves. 
" We do not know how to pray as we ought," scripture says. Prayer is a 

gift God must give. 
 

And God gives that gift generously, without consideration of our 
worthiness or our unworthiness. Sinners as well as saints can pray. 

People of every religious tradition receive the gift. In fact, every 
human being is able to pray. 

 
Yes, all are called to pray. All receive the gift. And, surprisingly, 

sometimes those thought to be "ungifted" pray best and are graciously 
heard. That's the lesson Jesus taught in his parable about the Pharisee 

and the Publican who together went up to the temple to pray. 
The Publican, an outsider who thought himself unworthy of approaching 

God in prayer, was found more pleasing by God than the Pharisee, a 
professionally religious person, who prayed so effortlessly. 

 
Prayer, then, is God's gift to the strong and the weak, to the smallest 

child and frailest of the old. It's given to those who say, " I'm not 
really religious; prayer is beyond me." It's given to everyone, no matter 

who you are. 
 

That's not to say we can't refuse to pray or we can't neglect it. 
Like any gift, prayer must be received. If someone gives you a beautiful 

piece of clothing, you may use it or not. You may take it and wear it. 
Or, you can throw it in the back of your closet and never look at it 

again. The piece of clothing becomes a gift unused. "If you knew the 
gift of God," Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at the well. 

A Gift was there before her eyes, but she was blind to it. 
 

How tragic to go through life leaving the gift of prayer unused! 
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PROPERTY MATTERS   Ann Crabtree 
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PROPERTY  MATTERS! 
 
 
Fire Regulations 
 
Since new regulations came into 
effect, our premises are no longer 
subject to regular inspections.  
Our Church Council Members, as 
the managing trustees, are now  
responsible for seeing that we 
comply with all current legislation, 
and are required to appoint a  
competent person to assist them  
in their duties. 
 
We are indebted to Peter Gill who 
has kindly agreed to take on this 
responsibility. 
 
Please help and support him by 
acting responsibly, so that there 
are as few hazards as possible on 
our premises. 
 
 

Sound Equipment 
 
A new team has been appointed 
with joint responsibility for the care 
of all our sound equipment.  It  
consists of Dave Travers, Stephen 
Whittaker and Paul  Duckworth.  
 
They are assisted by Jeff Whittle 
(who organises ‘Celebration 
Praise’) and Dave Legg. 
 
If you require any help with sound, 
when planning an event, please 
consult with one of the team. 
 
Our thanks to them all, for offering 
their time and expertise. 
 
Storage 
 
We would appreciate the  
co-operation of all Church groups 
with regard to the storage of  
equipment.  We have very limited 
storage space.  Please keep  
cupboards tidy, dispose of  
unwanted items to create more 
room, and PLEASE, PLEASE  
consult the Property Committee  
before  purchasing any new  
equipment that requires extra  
storage space. 
 



PROPERTY MATTERS   Ann Crabtree 
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Lift and Toilets 
 
Work is continuing apace to  
install a lift and remodel the  
toilets to include facility for the 
disabled. 
 
The Members of the Property 
Committee wish to thank the 
Church Family for their  
co-operation and understanding 
during this period of building 
work. 
 
We trust that the finished results 
will be of great benefit and will 
help everyone who comes onto 
our premises to feel equally  
welcome and valued. 
 
 
Anne Crabtree    
Property Committee Chair 
 

Health and Hygiene 
 
It has recently been reported that 
left over food is being found in the 
Cleaner’s Store. 
 
Will all groups please take  
responsibility for disposing of their 
own ‘left overs.’ 
 
Due to the open aspect of our 
premises it is felt unwise to  
provide outdoor bins.  Our refuse 
is only collected fortnightly, so in 
the interests of health and  
hygiene please think carefully  
before disposing of any waste. 
 
Kitchen Update 
 
It is planned to make some  
improvements to the Coffee Bar 
Kitchen. The dumb-waiter will be 
removed, thus creating more 
space to house a larger cooker. 
 
The cooker is kindly being funded 
by gifts given in memory of the 
late Bessie Baker. 
 
It is also hoped to purchase a 
freezer and make some  
alterations in the layout of the 
food preparation area. 
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I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Paul Duckworth and his team 
of helpers for the way the recent 
Stewardship Campaign was planned 
and conducted. There were no 
“gimmicks” just clear information 
containing facts and figures, very 
ably shown in the display boards and 
video as only John Hutchinson could 
do.  

What a wealth of gifts and talents we 
have among our fellowship here at 
Turpin Green. These will be thought 
about later in the year as we  
reconsider whether God is calling us 
to new or different tasks in our  
fellowship.   

When I arrived in Leyland from 
sunny Kent in 1980 I attended the  
local Baptist Church, having been a 
Baptist church member since my late 
teens.  

As the congregation was small  my 
two teenage lads found the local 
Methodist Church had much more on 
offer, such as youth clubs and table 
tennis!  

As we are all one in Christ I felt the 
differences in denominations should 
be fairly easy to adjust to. My  
involvement grew over the years and 
although the boys are long grown 
and away I have always been too  
involved to return to my roots. 

 

The one thing I have always found  
difficult was Stewardship as I could not 
understand the idea of this regular big 
fuss, when hundreds of people, with 
very tenuous connections to our 
church, all came to a meal and big  
appeals for finance were made. I had 
presumed most people would tithe their 
money as I had been taught to do, so 
why this big campaign every three 
years? I tried very hard not to get  
involved – sometimes I even managed 
to be on holiday!!  

Obviously Stewardship has worked in 
this church for many years and this 
year I was persuaded by Paul to  
become more involved in the  
Campaign. I know that when the  
spiritual life of a fellowship is in tune 
with God`s will then He will provide the 
finance to bring these plans into being. 
Last campaign saw a shortfall but God 
has supplied our needs throughout the 
three years and enabled us to support 
outreach projects. The lift plans are 
well under way and the majority of 
money made available. How good is 
our God. 

If you failed to return your Stewardship 
pledge form, or wish to update it there 
is still time – forms are available in the 
vestibule. Our Finance Committee also 
need our prayers as they seek to 
spend our money wisely. 

Whatever we give to God of our time, 
talents or money, we receive from Him 
so much more in return.  

AnnDiggles 
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THANK YOU    Tom and Dianne Watson 
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Bible Fellowship Ministry Area     Mabel Harris 

Has God been prompting you 
to consider taking the next 
DISCIPLE course, beginning  
September 2007? 
 
This is what the present 
participants on the course said 
when asked to complete the 
phrase “DISCIPLE is  ………” 
 
DISCIPLE is ………  
 
 
…  a journey of discovery  
 
…  getting to know each 

other better: getting to 
know God better 

 
…  thought-provoking and 

life-changing 
 
… a good insight into  

understanding the Bible, 
God and oneself 

 
…  learning and growing in 

a friendly environment 

…  irresistible refreshments 
at half-time! 

 
…  digging deeper and 

putting down strong 
roots for healthy growth 
in fellowship and in 
sharing God`s love with 
others 

 
…  daily reading and daily 

praying – a pattern for 
life 

 
…  a fantastic course which 

gives a fuller 
understanding of God`s  
personal message to us 

 
…  a joyful commitment  
 
… a friendly group of  

people who, over the 
weeks, grow together in 
their understanding of 
what it means to live life 
as a Christian 

 
…  for you! 

For more details please speak to Mabel Harris 



Barn Dance        Colin Mansfield 
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Wanted         Mabel Harris 
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REQUIREMENTS: 
 

· a warm welcome 
· a pot of tea and some biscuits 
· seating for six or more 
· a television with DVD player 
· an hour and a half for 14 weeks, 

spread over time to allow for holidays 
 
SUPPLIED BY LMC: 
 

· the Alpha Express video 
· a rota of Alpha leaders 
· publicity material for distribution to neighbours and friends 

 
There are already two Alpha at Home  courses taking place at the 
moment. 
 
Why not use this unique opportunity to invite your own friends and 
neighbours to discuss these vital “Questions of life” ? 
 
To volunteer to host an Alpha at Home  course or for more details 
please speak to Mabel Harris (435709) 
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Eco-Congregation   Colin Mansfield  
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Hi 
 
Hopefully you will know that  
Lostock Hall Methodist Church is  
aiming to become an Eco-
Congregation? Do you know what an 
Eco-Congregation is? Did you know 
the first Eco-Congregation award was 
given to a Methodist Church? 
 
So what is an Eco-congregation. Well, 
to put it briefly it means that the 
Church can show that it: 
 
¨ worships and teaches – links  

environmental issues with the 
Christian faith e.g. through  
services, children's work or an 
adult homegroup/bible study 
 

¨ practices  what is  preached– e.g. 
an energy, churchyard or  
recycling project 
 

¨ reaches out – works with or  
connects with their local  
community on environmental  
issues e.g. a litter pick, project 
with a school or other community 
group, gaining positive publicity.  

I hope you will help, encourage, 
and most of all pray for your  
sister church that we continue 
to care for God’s creation with  
sensitivity. You can also help 
us by supporting us in one of 
our plans to reach out by  
coming to and telling others of: 
 

ECO-WEEKEND at LHMC  
 

   Saturday 4th August  
– Sunday 5th August 

 
Which will consist of 4 hours on 

Saturday 4th August,  
10:00am – 2pm 

when you can learn about: 
 

'� Water Aid, 
'� Energy efficiency,  
'� Recycling,  
'� Wildlife. 

 
and an  
 

Eco Circuit Service   
on  

 
Sunday 5th August  

at 6:30pm. 
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Moving on at Leyland Methodist Infant School Mrs C Cranfield 

Mrs Cranfield, Headteacher at Leyland 
Methodist Infant School is retiring at the 
end of the Summer term.  Some Year 2 
children, who are also leaving, to move 
to the Junior school asked Mrs  
Cranfield some questions. 
 

How long have you been  
Headteacher at this school? 
 

I have been Headteacher for six years, 
but I have had links with the school for 
much longer, as I was Deputy  
Headteacher for two and a half years.  
In between I was Headteacher of a 
small Church of England Primary school 
at Coppull. 
 

Tell us about some of your  
special times, whilst you have been 
Headteacher. 
 

Where do I start?  There have been so 
many special times and I have very 
many happy memories.  I have enjoyed 
all the Christmas plays and other  
special Assemblies. 
 

I felt very proud when we received a 
very good Ofsted report in November 
2005.  
 

The School Inspectors said we were a 
good school with some outstanding  
features.   

They particularly liked the way the  
children behaved and worked hard. 
 

I also love our Superstar  
Assemblies on Friday afternoons, 
when we celebrate all the good 
things that have happened during 
the week. 
 

How do you feel as you  
approach your last day as 
Headteacher? 
 

I have very mixed feelings.  I am 
looking forward to spending more 
time with Mr Cranfield, who is  
already retired.  We are going to 
spend some time visiting different 
places and also I shall have more 
time for my hobbies – gardening, 
baking, learning to play the piano 
and learning to speak Spanish.  
However I shall be sad to leave  
because it is a wonderful place to 
come to work and I feel very proud to 
be the Headteacher.  It is a very 
happy place. 
 

What will you miss? 
 

Lots of things: 
 

�� The staff who work here – they 
are a great team of people who 
work hard to make this school a 
very special place. 

 

�� The children who have been 
here.  There are 210 children in 
school so in the last six years, 
1,260 children have passed 
through this school.  



Moving on at Leyland Methodist Infant School Mrs C Cranfield 
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�� The families – you get to know  
people and it has been lovely to see 
brothers and sisters growing up and 
starting school. 

 

�� The links with the Methodist Church 
– it is great to go to Church with all 
the children and there is room for 
parents to come along.  I have 
known three Ministers; Reverend 
Jack Dowson was Chair of  
Governors and appointed me, as 
Deputy Headteacher.  Reverend  
Andrew Turner came to school for 
Assemblies – I remember him  
having a go on a bouncy castle on 
one of our fun days!  And of course 
Reverend Phil who is a brilliant  
Minister/Chaplain/Governor – but 
most important a parent at our 
school. 

 

Mrs Cranfield then asked the group of 
Year 2 children how they were feeling 
about ‘moving on’ and what they have 
enjoyed whilst they have been at the  
Infant School. 
 
Luke: My favourite things at school 

are my friends. 
 

Callum: I like school trips – we have 
been to Fleetwood. 

 

Will: I love Golden Time each 
week.  If we have been good 
all week, we can play for part 
of Friday afternoon. 

 

Hollie: I shall miss Superstars 
Assembly because I love 
to see who comes out 
for a Superstar and we 
play the Superstar  
music. 

 

Anna- I shall miss all the  
Leigh: teachers.  I am pleased 

my friends are going to 
the Junior school. 

 

Jack: I love P.E. because you 
jump off really high  
apparatus. 

 

Matthew: My favourite thing is 
when we can play on the 
field. 

 

Joshua: I like my classroom and 
the role play areas.  
There is a pirate ship at 
the moment. 

 

Ben: My favourite thing is 
spellings.  I get ten out of 
ten every time. 

 

Laura: I like our school because 
it is nice and clean. 

 

Victoria: My favourite thing about 
this school is all the  
fabulous music lessons.  
You can learn to play the 
recorder and the  
guitar.  My favourite  
lesson is numeracy – it’s 
just numbers! 



1 AUSTIN CLOSE, LEYLAND 

A meeting was held on Thursday 19th 
April when a number of questions 
were posed regarding the house 
group and a vision for future  
meetings. 

The following are some of the  
questions posed and brief answers 
where possible; 

The questions and answers below 
may help anyone who may be  
thinking of joining our group.  

1. Are we an open or closed group?  

 A semi closed group. We would 
like to have the opportunity to ‘gel’ 
with a small group of people  
committed to attending for 6 
months (12 group sessions) at a 
time before re-grouping.  

2.  Are we a Club Sunday group, a 
bible study group or both?  

 Both. We felt that initially for Club 
Sunday staff so that we can gel 
together. It was felt the general 
talk regarding Club Sunday  
materials was very productive.  

CONTACT 

Thursday House Group  Jeff and Ann Whittle 
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��   Minimum and maximum  
numbers of people in the 
group? 

�� 4 minimum and 8/9  
maximum. It was felt that it 
would be courteous to let the 
hosts Jeff and Ann know if 
we were unable to attend a 
group meeting so that they 
could make a decision about 
cancelling or not.  

 When Jeff and Ann were  
unavailable to have group at 
their house it was felt that an 
alternative venue should be 
considered. 

4.  How can we nurture and 
welcome others to group 
meetings and how can we 
share our faith with others? 

 It was felt that if a  
programme of bible study 
were set out for the first 6 
weeks this would then be an 
opportunity to invite new 
people to join the group who 
had already expressed an  
interest.  
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 We would be mindful of the fact 
that any new situation is  
daunting for most of us and that 
we are all at different stages in 
our Christian lives. This was 
seen very much as a positive, 
and discussion took place as to 
how we, the current group, 
could help new members join 
i.e. arranging to collect new 
people for the first session 
therefore making it less  
daunting.  

 

 

5.  What is our vision for future 
group meetings? 

 TO STRENGTHEN  
ENCOURAGE AND 
INCREASE OUR  
KNOWLEDGE OF THE 
BIBLE WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO THE  
TEACHING MATERIALS 
USED IN CLUB SUNDAY 
AND REFRESH OUR FAITH 
WITH OPEN HEARTS AND 
MINDS… 

DATES TOPIC FACILITATOR  

3rd May Apostle Paul/Romans 8 Anne F 

17th May Ascension Jeff 

31st May Session 8 (Splash) Brenda 

14th June Session 10 (Bubbles) Anne F 

28th June Session 12 (Extreme) Jeff 

12th July Planning next 6 months/ 
social evening 

 



CONTACT 

ALPHA UPDATE     Hazel McDade 

“From little acorns great oak trees 
grow” 
 
Did you know that.... 

�  The Alpha Course first began at 
Holy Trinity Brompton where the 
vicar, Reverend Sandy Miller,  
devised the course to meet the 
needs of enquirers in that one 
London Church 

�  The book of the course, 
“Questions of Life”, written by Rev 
Nicky Gumbel, recently sold its 1 
millionth copy and is available in 
41 countries 

�  The thirst for truth has so  
increased that 7,200 churches in 
the UK and 32,000 churches 
world-wide now present the  
Alpha Course 

 
Did you know that.... 

�  2 million people in the UK have 
attended an Alpha Course 

�  8 million people world-wide have 
attended an Alpha Course 

�  156 countries are now involved 

Did you know that.... 

�  At Leyland Methodist Church 
many people recognise the  
Alpha group as the way in 
which they were first able to  
explore what it means to be a 
Christian 

�  The first ever Alpha Course at 
Leyland Methodist Church had 
60 participants 

�  We now run two or three Alpha 
courses each year 

 
Did you know that.... 

“Born Survivor: Bear Grylls”  
(Channel4, 7.00 pm Saturdays)  
features the Christian logo used to 
promote Alpha on posters, car 
stickers and cinema commercials. 
On television he is seen being 
dropped into some of the most 
inhospitable places in the world 
from which he finds his own way 
out to safety. 

 
We thank God for people like 
Sandy and Nicky who heard God’s 
call and acted upon it in great faith 
and for thousands of people whose 
lives have subsequently been 
changed. 
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