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The next issue of ‘Contact’ is due to be published 1st September 2008.
We really do want to include your letters, notices and comments in this
issue.  Please phone, or simply talk to one of the editorial team above.
If you can do this before 1st August 2008, we should be able to consider
it for inclusion.
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My return from Sabbatical Revd. Phil Gough

Learning to do it, and to
communicate it well is a constant
challenge, but the assurance in
God's word is that if we are open to
His Spirit, He will give us the words
to say ! Over and over again.

Well, summer's here, and I wish
you a very happy and healthy three
months ahead.  If you are
holidaying, and visit other places of
worship, send our greetings (in
whatever language you choose).
Look out for "Beach Party" Holiday
Bible Club this year (Aug. 4th - 8th),
which promises to be a wonderful
week.

At LMC we are almost half way
through a year experimenting with
different styles of worship on
different Sundays, and we're on a
steady learning curve.  Ideas and
feedback always welcome. We are
exploring character and community
by looking at men and women in
the Bible.  I'm learning so much
from the faith of wonderful
characters like Abraham, Noah,
Nicodemus, Barnabas, Esther and
Joseph.

May we continue to be inspired by
the great stories of faith, and be
changed by the same Spirit at work
in us !

Hi y'all !
Buenos dias
Dobraye utra

Just three ways of saying good
morning / hello which have been
used during the last few weeks !
Firstly with American's visiting our
circuit for the "My story, Your story,
God's story" weekend, closely
followed by a visit from Rev. Oscar
Bolioli and his wife, Stella, who
visited from Uruguay, spending time
in our schools, in particular, trying to
set up "twinned schools" projects.
Finally, visitors from Russia in our
congregation at LMC!

A reminder of our global
community, not least as Christians
spread all over the world !

A reminder, too, of the importance of
learning a new language, a new way
of communicating across
cultural divides. That challenge
exists, doesn't it, when we
consider our neighbours, those we
seek to befriend across our town,
those of different ages and stages of
life, those whose backgrounds and
interests are different to ours.

A reminder that God loves everyone
equally, and calls us to do the same !
To speak God's love into people's
lives, to "link lives through Jesus" is
a calling upon us all.



     CONTACT 2

My return from Sabbatical Revd. Phil Gough

At Lostock Hall we are focussing
on "Faith, Hope and Love" over
the coming weeks, looking to God
for the new things He may have for
our continued witness in the
neighbourhood. Please pray for
God's direction to become clearer
and clearer. We are receiving
opportunities to share our
experience.

We congratulate Ray Borg on
becoming a Student Minister, as
he looks towards starting his
training this September, and we
continue to pray for Janet Pybon,
and for Annie Eccles (who starts
her new appointment in
September.....look out for a very
special Sunday teatime at
Lostock Hall on 6th July as a
"send-off" for Annie) in their stages
of ministerial training.

HOPE '08 is half-way through, and
the big event in Worden Park was
a huge success ! Look out for
more events / activities through the
summer and in the rest of the year.

Finally, please pray for the Youth
Coordinator post at Leyland. Our
second round of advertising is out
as you receive your Contact
magazine....pray that the right
person is attracted to this exciting
post, and joins the team here.
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BAND OF BROTHERS     Philip Weaver
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The Message 2008-style                                       

As part of the "Encounter with God" section of the Disciple course, we are
sometimes challenged to rewrite a Bible passage in the language of today.
These are two versions of the Good Shepherd as the gate to His
sheepfold as described by Jesus in John 10 : 7 - 18:

Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees who were hostile to him.

Catherine`s version                               
............... I am the one and only way you guys are gonna get saved!
The other guys are leading you a merry dance that`s gonna end up in mis-
ery and destruction.
When you listen to me and follow me, you will recognise me and get to re-
alise who the tricksters are.
I am willing to die for you - they are not; you are not worth it to them.
You`re worth it to me.
You`re worth it to God.
All of you.

Anne`s version                        
................ Here I am, a gatekeeper to new life.
Don`t try and sneak past me for I will know what you are doing and I will
pick you up with my crook.
Sneaking past me is not the way to get to the juicy green pastures on the
other side of the gate.
That is not what I came for.
My Father sent me to be the gatekeeper for all of you who believe.
My father and I know you will be tempted to go to other gates, to follow
others.
But do not be afraid to be you and do what you believe to be good and
true.
If you stand up for what you believe and trust in my Father, entering the
new pasture through my gate, then my job is done.

Why not reread John 10 : 7 - 18 for yourself and send us your version of
what Jesus was trying to convey to the Pharisees who were challenging
him.
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ABBOTT HALL Owen Wheeler
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Abbot Hall is a beautifully
arranged hotel at
Grange-Over-Sands with a
Christian belief, quality food
and amazing staff.

Some people from Leyland
Methodist went there for a church
weekend away.  We all had either
a family or men/women room also
a lovely room just for worshipping
in.

“It was very emotional in that
room!” Deborah Wheeler had
said after the last time we were
in there because people were
up in happy tears, laughing
and even frowning (even
Reverend Phil was very
emotional ……don’t tell him)!

Us children were always
occupied by playing board
games, bed time stories, in
the swimming pool, playdoh,
drawing and treasure hunts!

Last but not least the talent
show with the acts of :

Me on the clarinet!

Niamh on the guitar!

Anne and Diane singing and
acting ‘hole in my bucket!’

Jonathon singing!

Jemma on the recorder!

And the
Rating is

…

99
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     By Owen Wheeler



As we remember all the leaders
who have been part of this
Company for so many years and
all the boys who have passed
through in those years we must
surely give thanks to God.  We
also thank the current leaders, and
some recently retired, who have
themselves given a great many
years to this work.

All the girl’s Uniformed groups are
running well and we are pleased
Sarah has returned to Guides
following her Maternity leave.  All
these groups continue to be full
with waiting lists, so encourage
people to register girls for
Rainbows at Birth!

Our two Youth Groups combined
recently for an open evening to
raise money for the International
Aid Orphanage in Sri Lanka.
Sadly this was not supported by
church members or their parents
but they made the most of things
and managed to raise about
£250.00.  Well done all of you.

Club Sunday are busy preparing
for their Anniversary on May 11th
and this will have taken place by
the time you read this.  They are
celebrating “The Creation” this
year and Rev. Phil will be leading
the service.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C. Ann Diggles

It is always difficult to give up to
date information in CONTACT as
articles have to available well in
advance of publication, but I will
do my best!

First comment must be about the
latest Mad Mob show, at the end
of March, MMTV live.  As usual it
was excellent, but different.  Well
done to so many people who
worked so hard to so long to put
this show together.  Having the
ability to organise about 70
youngsters between 7 & 17 years
deserves a medal in itself!  As
well as being so entertaining it
gave us the Gospel loud and
clear as Jesus did in His “Sermon
on the Mount”.  Now enjoy your
well earned rest but - we would
like another show next year
please!

April has also seen a major
milestone for one of our old
organisations.  On Wednesday
30th April we celebrated 100
years of the Boys Brigade at
Leyland Methodist and a short
service was held to
commemorate this.



CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C. Ann Diggles
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Youth Alpha and Youth Fellowship
groups run for those who are older
and we are hoping to send a group
to MAC Breakout weekend in July.

We do have some vacancies
which we would ask you to think
and pray about whether this is
something you could help with.

Boy’s Brigade are in need of
another helper.

Creche needs 3 or 4 extra helpers
so that it would only be every 8
weeks each pair were on the rota.

Little Fishes needs have already
been mentioned.

We are so blessed to have all
these children and young people
attached to our church family in so
many ways.  Our job is to sow the
seeds of God’s love in their hearts
and pray that God will bring it to
fruition, in His time.  We may or
may not be around to see this
happen but so many people
remember their Sunday school
teachers or Youth Club leaders
and say how important they were.

Please remember all our
youngsters and workers in your
prayers.

Thank you.

We have steady numbers in most
groups at present and are blessed
with sufficient leaders and helpers
for them to work on a rota system.
They are anxious to hear from
anyone prepared to take the young
people for one of the Sundays in
August when the leaders have a
break.  All ages meet together then
as numbers are low in the holidays -
contact Brenda Marsden or myself.

We are in the middle of running a
training course for all children’s
workers called Core Skills.  Sadly
not many leaders have signed up
this time but we are hoping to run
another course soon as it is so
important to equip our leaders well
for the job they do.  There have
been so many changes to lifestyles
over the past 20 years or so and
this affects how children develop,
and how we lead.

We have a very active Little Fishes
group for pre-school children on
Monday afternoons and it is always
a happy group to visit.  As Anita
now leaves early to work at our
school we need some extra help
there and on the Coffee Bar.

ALF, BOB & BIG PICTURE groups
have been running this spring for
the young ones from Holiday Bible
Club who wanted to know more
about the faith.
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This has been taken from the Fresh Expressions newspaper:

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Rowan Williams, and Martyn Atkins,
President of the Methodist Conference, invited Christians around the
country to pray during this year of HOPE08.

'I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know
him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,
you may know what is the hope to which He has called you,
what are the riches of His glorious inheritance among the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power for us who
believe, according to the working of His great power.' Ephesians 1:17-19

Gracious God,
You created this world in love and for love.

Yet we see much need all around us;
need of love, peace, justice and hope.

We see this especially in the poor,
those on the margins of our society.

We see this in the poor in spirit,
those who suffer and hurt.

Grant us strength every day;
fill us with boldness

according to your promises,
that we may reach our needy nation,

with your love,
in this year of Hope.

We humbly acknowledge our weakness and failure,
but our eyes are fixed on you.
Fulfil your purposes and plans

that your name may be honoured in our land.
In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



     CONTACT 10

THANK YOU Cliff Parsons

My family and I would like to
express our sincere gratitude
for the messages of sympathy
and acts of support received
on the passing of my darling

Joyce.

The light has gone out in my world,
but with the love

and extraordinary kindness shown to me
by my children, grandchildren,

special friends and the whole church family
a new dawn may be possible.

It has been my great privilege in life
to be Joyce's husband.

Cliff Parsons.



CONTACT11

FLASHBACK  Ernie Kenyon

How far do you have to come to
church?

The recent upheaval on Watkin Lane in
order to replace the mains water pipe,
and the heavy rain, made it a dirty and
difficult walk up from Resolution Bridge.
It takes me 130 paces to come to
church, has done for 56 years but
before that it was 140 paces for a good
number of years.  You might say that
isn’t far but what if you are late, there is
no way to make up for lost time.   The
answer is – I am never late – for a very
good reason.

Over the years coming up this stretch of
road I have noticed many changes and
my mind goes back to trace the
occupants of the houses.

Watkin Lane was fairly quiet when I was
a boy.   The houses always looked
smart.   Most houses had lovely grained
and varnished front doors with polished
brass door knobs, steps were washed
and stoned, garden walls and gateposts
washed and polished.   Everyone swept
the main road path in front of their own
house.  Who lived in these houses?

The house furthest away from the
church was occupied by the Hodson
family who had 2 boys and 4 girls.   All
the girls were in the choir.  Alice, the
eldest, was also a good organist,
deputised for me when asked and used
to play on Ladies Day for many years.

She married widower George McLean
who was one of our church trustees.

Muriel married Jim Pollard who was
very active on the social side of the
church running social evenings
which were very popular at the time.
Doreen married Jim Walters who
had a long spell as our caretaker.
Gladys was a very good soprano but
died at an early age.  Mr. Hodson
was for many years the speaker for
the Men’s Class on Sunday
afternoon.   He was stone-deaf and
was unable to control the volume or
tone of his voice so he could be
heard in adjoining classrooms on
many occasions.

Next door lived George Wignall, the
grandfather of our own Alice Kirkby.
As a young boy I ran errands for Mr.
Wignall.   All children used to run
errands, everyone wanted fresh
bread etc., there were no fridges so
daily trips to the local shops was a
must.   I would go in to Mr. Wignall
to see what he wanted and very
often would tie up his shoelaces
before doing his errands.

At No. 114 lived Elsie and Percy
Wright.   My mother took Elsie in
when she had nowhere to live.
When she married she went to live
and care for two elderly ladies.
Elsie was in the choir but she loved
taking part in the concerts and
operettas that were often staged.

Across Lords Avenue lived Pa
Bleasdale.   I don’t remember him
being called anything else.   Pa was
one of our Sunday School
Superintendents.
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FLASHBACK  Ernie Kenyon
He was a kind and gentle man and
thinking back I do feel a bit guilty when
he would occasionally come out of his
house and chase us away for playing in
the street.   He didn’t like smoking and
would say that the Lord would have put
a chimney on your head if he had
wanted you to smoke.   Pa had a most
unusual voice – difficult to describe
something like a light tenor and descant
at the same time.   We used to sing a
lot of Sankey hymns.   Pa very often got
carried away and would “wade in” with
an extra chorus and everyone joined in
and enjoyed it.   As a 14 year old boy
Pa accepted me as Sunday School
pianist, never gave me any “earache” so
I think he must have encouraged me
and I hope he would have been
satisfied with my progress.

The next house did not have a
connection with our church but No.106
did.   Trudy Lea was a German girl who
came to Briton just after the war.   She
married a local boy and stayed over
here.   She was soon accepted by all
the neighbours for she was fun loving
and a very helpful person.   She wasn’t
a church attendee but supported all the
children’s activities in which her son
took part.

Next door lived Mr. & Mrs. True.   Alf
was an engineer and although he only
had one eye he was able to do watch
repairing in his spare time.

He was also involved in the transfer of
the church organ from the old church to
the new.

After the death of her husband Mrs.
Almond came to live with them.
She was always smartly dressed
and a regular in the corner seat of
the back pew.

No. 102 was the home of Jimmy
Wignall, Alice’s uncle, and his wife
and so to No. 100 – Bob Ratcliffe
and his wife were part of a family
who had strong connections to our
church.

All but one of those houses had
close connections to our church.
Sadly there is now only one, our own
Treasurer, Ms Joan Robinson.

I have left No. 98 until last – the
Church of God, our own Church.   It
is the finest building in Lostock Hall
and wonderful to view coming down
Albrighton Road.   Visitors often
remark how lovely it is inside.   It is,
of course, the largest church in the
circuit and it is a pity it is not used
more.   The main structure of a
church is its people.   We have been
blessed by having dedicated people,
some of whom I have mentioned
earlier but we have always had to
work hard to survive.   We are now
going through a difficult time and
certainly would appreciate any help
available.

We are delighted that the choir of
Leyland Methodist has seen a need
and have uplifted us with their
presence and lovely singing.   We
thank them for their support and
fellowship.
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Children’s Section

FIND YOUR WAY TO THE EXIT

START

EXIT
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Children’s Section

WHY NOT COLOUR IT IN WHEN YOU HAVE
FINISHED?
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Children’s Section
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WHAT IS THE PHRASE HIDDEN
BELOW

�� 	� 	� #� ��!

ANSWER:  HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB - BEACH PARTY
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As I am trying to get my thoughts into
some kind of order to write this
update I reflect on what a fantastic
year we have had so far.

Today, we were visited by Bishop
Oscar from Uruguay and his wife,
Stella.  They joined us for Worship
and were asked many questions by
our children which they answered in
perfect English - I wish my Spanish
was as good!  We are working
towards setting up a link between
our school and at least one school in
Uruguay.  Everyone is very
enthusiastic about it and it will give
our Year 2 children, who are
learning Spanish, a chance to use
the language – we hope!  The visit
was an honour for the school.

Last Friday we were presented with
the Basic Skills Quality Mark for the
second time by our School Advisor,
Mr Danny Pentecost.  This award
recognises that our school meets the
standards in teaching reading,
writing, spelling and maths.

Parents, Governors and friends
of the school were present for
the assembly and made the
occasion extra special.

Another award we have recently
received is National Healthy
School Status.  We are very
proud to have achieved this and
continue to work hard on this
very important aspect of
education.

Many other events have taken
place, including Book Week,
which contribute to making our
school a vibrant and exciting
place to learn.  It is thanks to the
commitment and enthusiasm of
the staff and the support of
parents that this is so.  Long
may it continue.

We hope that many of you are
able to come to our Summer
Fair that we hold jointly with the
Junior School.  It takes place on
Saturday 21 June.  The weather
will, hopefully, be kind to us.

����������	��



REFLECTION BY BILLY GRAHAM Maria Gough
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This has been taken from Blessings of the Cross:

a compilation of reflections by Billy Graham,Max Lucado,Anne Graham
Lotz and Stormie Omartian

Jesus did not come to make God's love possible, but  to make
God's love visible.(Author  Unknown).

The following is based on the verse Isaiah38:17

You have cast all your sins behind my back.
We shall never understand the extent of God's love in Christ at the

Cross until we understand that we shall never have to stand before the
judgement of God for our sins.

All our sins-without exception-were placed on Christ, and He took the
judgement we deserve.

He finished the work of redemption.

Once whilst crossing the North Atlantic in a ship, I looked out of my
porthole when I got up in the morning and saw one of the blackest
clouds I had ever seen.  I was certain that we were in for a terrible
storm.  I ordered my breakfast and spoke to the steward about the

storm.  He said, ''Oh, we've already come through that storm.
It's behind us.''

If we are believers in Jesus Christ, we have already come through the
storm of judgement.  It happened at the Cross.  Don't be bound by your
guilt or your fears any longer, but realise that sin's penalty has already

been paid by Christ-completely and fully.

Billy Graham
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David and Goliath                               

Now when the words which David
spoke were heard, they
reported them to Saul; and he sent
for him.  Then David said to Saul,
“Let no man’s heart fail because of
him; your servant will go and fight
with this Philistine.”
And Saul said to David, “You are
not able to go against this Philistine
to fight with him; for you are a
youth, and he a man of war from
his youth.”
But David said to Saul, “Your
servant used to keep his father’s
sheep, and when a lion or a bear
came and took a lamb out of the
flock, I went out after it and struck
it, and delivered the lamb from its
mouth; and when it arose against
me, I caught it by its beard, and
struck and killed it.  Your servant
has killed both lion and bear; and
this uncircumcised Philistine will be
like one of them, seeing he has
defied the armies of the living
God.”

Moreover David said,

“ The LORD, who delivered me
from the paw of the lion and
from the paw of the bear, He will
deliver me from the hand of this
Philistine.”

And Saul said to David, “Go,
and the LORD be with you!”
[1 Samuel 17:31-37]

On Sunday, 27th April, we looked
at the characters of David and
Goliath.  It is a familiar story and
we enjoyed the sketches which
were produced.

Somehow as this was going on
what came to my mind was,
what I think Mohamed Ali said
so many years ago.

He said, “ Fights are won in the
gym not in the ring on the night
of the fight”.  What I think he
meant was before his fights he
did his ‘home work’ on his
opponents and prepared well for
whatever the opponent would
throw at him.
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PRAYER     Seth Asiaw

In the case of David, what he was
saying was “ I know this God I am
relying on because I have done my
home work on Him and I can trust
him completely” (see italics).

David wasn’t a fool nor would he let
blind ambition drive him into the
hands of Goliath – a proven giant of
a warrior.  Everybody in that part of
the world would have heard about
him. The other thing which worked
in David’s favour was his absolute
‘childlike’ faith. He was a teenager
or a young man. If he were an adult
perhaps he would not have dared –
why? Because as we grow older our
faith somehow gathers ‘moss’; we
begin to analyse everything; we
begin to doubt and of course the
‘evil one’ is always at hand encour-
aging us to doubt further.

The experience of most people is
similar. When we are young it
seems our prayers are often
answered, sometimes
supernaturally or miraculously.  But
with age comes doubt and doubt it
seems is incompatible with prayers.

Somebody once said, “Faith
is the only currency in
heaven”.    Without it we are
sort of ‘handicapped’.

So Jesus said to
them, “Because of
your unbelief; for assuredly, I
say to you, if you have faith as
a mustard seed, you will say
to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’  and it will
move; and nothing will be
impossible for you.
[Matthew 17:20]
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DOING THINGS FOR CHARITY   Jeff Whittle

Doing things for charity.                                          

As I seem to have lumbered myself
in to having my back waxed on the
22nd April to raise money for the IAT
Harvest Orphanage (if you haven’t
sponsored me it’s never too late) I
thought that I would look on the
internet and this is part of an article
that I found and would like to share
with you all.

For those of you who have ever
had any parts of your body waxed -
particularly men - you can imagine
the pain this must involve. Waxing,
after all, involves gluing your hairs
to a piece of fabric, and then
ripping the fabric from your skin.
Skin, as a result, gets tugged and
pulled against the direction of the
hairs.  Well, if back-waxing is any-
thing to go by I have a pretty good
idea. Waxing, I can safely say, is
the quickest, cheapest and most
effective form of hair removal for
large surface areas.

By waxing, I mean professional 'hot'
waxing. I've tried all the DIY, off-
the-shelf products under the sun,
and they either leave your back
resembling a volcanic pizza, or
worse, a parched, red hot potato.

"OK, take your shirt off and lie
down"

"Ahhhhh - that's hot!"
Hot wax is hot. Not only does it
mould and stick better than cold
wax, but the belief is that it opens
up the pores of your skin to
facilitate hair removal. It looks like
honey, but some clinics use a type
of strawberry curd wax which is
pinkish and more benign-looking.

Either way, the wax is scooped up
from within a temperature-
regulated 'wax-tub' with a wooden
spatula, and spread over a small
area of the back, ready for
removal...

Ideally, the beautician won't leave
the wax on your back for more
than ten seconds before removing
it, otherwise it will cool down and
become tacky. Conversely, the
beautician doesn't want to apply
the strip of cloth too early or it
won't stick either. Five
seconds is about perfect.

~~~~~~ strip applied ~~~~~~~~

This is the time to clench your
buttock cheeks and bite the pillow,
because your first ever experience
of hair removal is going to hurt...
Rrrraaaaaaaaatch!!! <delayed
reaction> "YOW!!" - Did that hurt?
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Of course it did. It hurt the way you'd
expect if 300 hairs had suddenly
been uprooted from your skin. There
may even be a trace of blood - a
sure sign when your beautician
starts blowing on your back and
tutting to herself (the poor dears
hate the sight of blood).

There's good news though: your
back is already noticeably less hairy
than before. It's unlikely though that
you'll have time to take in this good
news, so concerned that you are
with bracing yourself for the next
attack.

Rip, ratch, rotch

The attacks come in thick and fast,
and from every angle. You can only
surrender and take the pain
because if you leave now your back
will only end up looking like some
messed-up patchwork. Interestingly,
your skin thinks the same, and soon
enough it too will give up resisting
the onslaught and become positively
numb. Five "rips" in any particular
area is normally enough punishment
before your back thinks "to hell with
it".

Sensitivity does, of course,
depend on the area of the back
the beautician is working on. I
have a general rule of thumb and
to this end I have compiled a list
for you. In order of sensitivity:

1. Sides of the neck and traps

2. Upper central back and spine

3. Outer lats

4. Middle back

5. Lower back

How do I get out of this and
why did I open my big mouth??

If this article is being read after
the 22nd April then you will know
what I have suffered and if any-
one wishes to contribute to the
fund retrospectively they will not
be too late.

Yours fearfully

Jeff Whittle
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For those who may not know, I have
been asked to oversee the Faith
Sharing (FS) Ministries at LMC.  I
thought it would be helpful to share
what the purpose of such a post is,
according to the job description
given to me!

Purpose: The FS Co-ordinator role
is a voluntary postion, and the
co-ordinator shall be responsible
for the oversight of all activities
relating to that ministry area.  The
primary role will be to assist the
whole church to 'link lives through
Jesus' in a whole variety of ways.

I shall gradually be contacting
leaders of all groups in order to
explore the above.

Last year's District Inspire
Conference was very helpful with
regard to leadership in church.  By
using Ephesians 4 as a theological
basis, the importance of teamwork
was highlighted, together with a
reminder that leaders are called to
equip and resource the church.

Throughout 'secular' work and
involvement in Christian mission,
I have always valued working as
a member of a team whereby we
all value each other equally as
God does.

Also, helped by the introduction
of the internet, we have an
amazing amount of resources at
our fingertips and I will gladly
pass on FS information to those
interested.

In September, I embarked upon
the 'Called to Serve' course. The
content for this term includes
assessing the changes in both
church and society during the last
50 years and, importantly, looking
at how the church can respond to
these changes.

It has been affirming to read the
'Healthy Churches Handbook'
and see how LMC is getting
things right.  It is also interesting
to be challenged about
improvements we can make in
order to become increasingly
relevant to those living in a
'post-modern' age.
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If you are interested in finding out
more, may I recommend the 'Called
to Serve' course to you?!

Alternatively, there is a course
focussing solely on mission and I will
gladly provide details or Nick Moxon,
our District Evangelism Enabler
could be contacted.

This year, previous FS initiatives
have been continued at LMC.  With
the introduction of Hope 08, new
projects have also occurred such as
the recent Fun Day in Worden Park.

Fusion and Churches Together in
Leyland spearheaded this venture.

Collaboration and teamwork,
amongst the churches keen to join
together, was an excellent witness to
the community with regard to
christian unity (Psalm 133).

In spite of the cold, much fun was
had by all (approx 800-1000).

Thanks to everyone who helped
make that day the success that it
was.  We will work with Fusion and
CTL again.

One of the latest FS ideas being
considered for LMC is a project
called 'Faithbook' and we are also
wondering about inviting anyone
interested in watching Wimbledon
on our big screen (details will be
out shortly).

Needless to say, I will be very
interested in hearing about any
faith sharing ideas people have.

Call me on 422613 or email:

���������	�
���

�������

Please note that literature outside
the coffee bar can be used for
any personal outreach with
friends, family or work
colleagues.

Enjoy sharing good news: it is
part of our purpose in this
Christian life;  good for others and
good for us too!
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS Bob Bannister

I was surprised to read that the Chief
Constable of Preston referred to Church
Street Preston as “the most dangerous
street in Lancashire”.  It must have
changed drastically from the Church
Street I knew in 1926 when I lived in the
Frenchwood area and attended
Grimshaw Street Council School.

But at that time England was still reeling
from the effects of World War 1.  It was
common sight to see limbless soldiers
begging for money, and to see children
like myself wearing second hand
clothing.  Chips and fish cost five pence,
meat and potato pies three pence one
of which we quite often shared between
four of us for lunch.  In our area all the
houses were gas lit, with a sack of coal
lasting two weeks, the coal being tipped
into our rat infested cellar.  Houses were
not piped with hot water and we did not
have a bathroom, just an old metal bath
into which we bathed in front of the fire
every Friday night.  As children we didn’t
have any drug problems but most of us
suffered from either scarlet fever or
diphtheria or ringworm and measles.

In Church Street we had three cinemas,
The Palladium, the Theatre Royal both
at the town centre end, and also the
Imperial at the Park Road end, all silent
pictures until 1928 when “talkies”
arrived.  There were several big shops
in Church Street, Middlebrooks ladies
and gents outfitters, Renwicks watch
and jewellery, Marsdens general store
and Bartons herbalists and
tobacconists.

As a 13 year old boy each evening I
pushed a small truck with a half full
milk churn from J J Crompton’s dairy
on Frenchwood Avenue round the local
streets in London Road, Park Road,
Church Street and finally into
Manchester Road, which at the time
had a terrible reputation for crime at
the Church Street end.  I had been
warned by the dairymen to be aware
and also that under no circumstances
was I to return to the dairy with milk in
my church or “I would have to drink it”.

The result was that as my last
customers were in Manchester Road
they received extra measures in their
milk jugs.  The price of milk at that time
as 1½d per gill, 3d per pint and 5d per
quart.  So I always returned to the
dairy with an empty churn.  For working
5 evenings and then going out on
Saturday mornings with the pony and
trap selling milk, eggs and cream I
received 3/6d per week.  out of this I
gave my mum 2 shillings and saved
the remaining 1/6d for buying meccano
parts from Merigold's shop where I was
a member of the Meccano Club under
chairman Jack Drysdale.  The models
we made were usually displayed for a
week in Merigold’s shop window.

Almost every Saturday during the
summer I reported to the speedway
track for 2.30pm,and until the meeting
started at 7.30pm along with other
boys I raked a section of the cinder
track.
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Then we were lifted over the safety
fence to see the racing free of charge
whilst eating a packed tea (jam
butties).  My favourite speedway riders
were Ham Burrill Joe Abbot, Jack and
Frank Chiswell and Jack Tye.  It was
quite a shock when Frank Varey and
his special bike, a Scots Squirrel, came
with the Belle Vue team, as no one
could catch him.

I also became a member of the
Salvation Army who held weekend
services on the town centre flag market
before we marched down to a No 2
Citadel on Avenham Lane.  I wanted to
learn to play a cornet and join the
band.

I was also having piano lessons with a
lovely lady who had a sweets and
tobacconists shop in London Road,
she was an ageing spinster named I
think Miss Whalley.  She had an elderly
fox terrier dog that usually lay dozing
on the settee until the shop bell rang
and Miss Whalley left the room to
serve a customer.  The dog would then
leap from the settee and we grappled
and rolled on the rug until we heard the
shop bell ring again and the dog leapt
back on the settee and I returned to
the piano.

As captain of the school football team,
we had no help from the school staff so
we arranged our own matches, bought
our own cheap jerseys 11d) each and
played our matches on the Avenham
Recreation ground by the River Ribble,
using our jackets for goal posts.

I remember on one occasion my father
taking me to see the 1st World War
tank, which was positioned at the
entrance to Haslam Park.  I was not
impressed with it, but didn’t know at
that time how greatly I would be
involved with tanks during World War
2.

During school holidays I spent my time
swimming in the Church Deeps at
Walton le Dale, or fishing in the River
Ribble behind the old Police Station.

Finally as I reached the age of 14 in
August 1930 I moved with my family to
live in Leyland where I began an
apprenticeship as a fitter and road
tester at Leyland Motors.

My father was the organist at that time
at the Turpin Green Methodist Church.
I joined the Boys Brigade and passed
through the ranks to Captain years
later.  During the 20s we did not have:

Radios or Televisions

Telephone or computers

The traffic was mainly horses and carts
and most of us wore clogs NOT shoes.

At school we had slates and slate
pencils - NOT paper and pens.

I am aware that many things have
changed today, but there are plenty of
opportunities for young people to enjoy
themselves and not to become
“YOBS”.
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ABBOT HALL WEEKEND Mabel Harris

Leyland Methodist Church Weekend Holiday
19th -21st June, 2009

at Abbot Hall Hotel, near Grange over Sands, Cumbri a

Following on from the happy and blessed time we spe nt at
Abbot Hall this year, we have confidence in invitin g you to

share in this experience once more. The varied
programme will include music, worship, discussions and

many optional fun activities in this large and
comfortable house with extensive grounds and a

swimming pool.  Best of all, there will be time to just
enjoy being together!

Accommodation is in a choice of en suite or
non-en suite single, double, twin and family rooms.

Full board from Friday evening meal to Sunday lunch .
Cost per adult: £122 en suite, £110 non-ensuite, wi th a

descending scale of prices for young people and
children.

There will be a payment scheme whereby you can pay a
small amount towards the cost each month if you wis h.

To book, or to discuss the cost, contact Mabel Harr is
(bookings) 435709 or for other details contact Rev Phil.
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Here are a some photographs of this year’s weekend away
(11-13th April 2008)
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THE BOYS BRIGADE  John Procter

On Wednesday, 30th April we held a
Service to commemorate 100 years
of The Boys’ Brigade here at Leyland
methodist Church.  Reverend Phil
Gough Officiated asking the Officers
and all present to dedicate
themselves to sustain and support
the Boys and they in turn to go MAD
(to Make A Difference) as members
of this great organisation.

It was my pleasure to welcome
everyone to the Centenary Service
of 1st Leyland Company.  It is a long
time since we had so many Boys at
Church, (34) perhaps we should
Parade during the week.

I welcomed all parents, guardians
and members of the Church who
have supported us during the past
years.

I came to Leyland Methodist from
Moor Park Methodist whre I had
been Catain for years to work as
Lieutenant alongside Captain Bob
Bannister.  Now Bob was a very wise
man and had taken on this role for 5
years and just after I arrived he was
retiring.

That was in 1972 - I didn’t learn
much then did I.  And it also
scotches the rumour that I started
the BB here.

Mrs Dorothy Marshall was Officer
in Charge of the Lifeboys, now
the Junior Section, and she also
retired.  Thanks to them for all
their
dedication to the Company.

A special welcome was ex-
pressed to all the retired 1st
Leyland Company Officers, many
of whom are still doing other work
here at Leyland Methodist Church
and have laid the foundations of
this Company, we hope, for many
more years to come.

If I began to name them
individually I am almost certain
that I would have forgotten
someone.

Because, at one time the
Company met at Leyland Motors
Gymnasium and the Lifeboys
here at the Community Centre.
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Welcome also to the Leaders of our
sister Organisations the Guides,
Brownies and Rainbows who
support us at all our Church
functions.

I also took the opportunity to
formally welcome and express my
thanks to the present Officers.
Warrant Officers Joan Eagle and
Kathryn Taylor ably run the
Anchorboys Section and provide a
varied and active programme for
the 6 & 7 year olds.

Lieutenant Brian Clarke, who
received his 30 year Service Badge
as an Officer recently, was here as
a young boy when he arrived, and
is Officer in Charge of the Junior
Section assisted by Warrant Officer
Stuart Nixon, who started BB in the
Anchor Boys and has stayed with
us.

Patrick Bowe who came along as a
helper when his son was in the
Company, and is still here.

One other person who Retired
some time ago Lieutenant Frank
Nixon is still Bandmaster and, as
many parents who have got a
String craft Concord would
know, runs our most popular
class.

As Chaplain, ReV. Phil spoke of
the work of the BB and also, on
behalf of the Church, thanked
everyone for their support for the
Company in this Church, the
retiring collection raised £159.50
for Derian House Children’s
Hospice.

Tea and coffee was served to
Parents and Friends after the
Service and a Display of old
photographs created quite a fair
amount of interest, reviving
memories.  The Boys were
treated to Hot Dogs,
Beefburgers and a piece of
Centenary Cake.  Catering was
provided by Beryl Walsh and her
band of able assistants.

Thank you once again.



CONTACT31

MESSAGE FROM THE JUNIORS Mark Mackley
The Heads of all three schools are
passionate about breaking down barriers
between children and are determined to
look for ways we can worship and work
together more in the future.

We recently carried out a survey of all
our parents to seek their views on our
school to find out from them what we do
well and in what areas we could be
better.  The staff and I are delighted with
the response, 38% of forms were
returned with over 97% of responses
being positive. Areas raised within the
survey will be addressed via the school
newsletter so that all parents can share
the outcomes.

On a more practical note, we have just
had carpets laid in six of our classrooms
and have completed the refurbishment of
all the classroom sinks and
storage units.

Each classroom is now carpeted which
has, at the very least, eliminated the
noise of scraping chairs much to the
teachers’ delight!

The next ‘big’ project is to try and
remodel the large paved area by the
lower junior entrance so that parents can
wait in more comfortable surroundings
and ‘free up’ the access along Canberra
Road at the beginning and end of the
school day.

Your prayers for our school are always
appreciated, please continue to pray for
all areas of school life but especially the
children as they approach their end of
year assessments.

Greetings from the Juniors.

Life in any school is busy all of the
year and ours is no exception.

As I write, the whole school are
preparing for the end of year
assessments with Year 6 especially
preparing for their end of Key Stage
tests.  I am grateful to all the staff at
school for the way they support our
children in all areas of the curriculum
as well as the support they give them
in undertaking these key
assessments.

Year 6 are also looking forward to our
residential trip to Whitehough Outdoor
Education Centre in June, climbing,
orienteering, high & low ropes
courses are just some of the activities
on offer.

Please pray for fine weather as last
year we were rather wet and muddy
by the time we came home.

Work is well under way for the annual
summer fair, June 21st 12:00 – 3:00
p.m.  Please pray for fine weather for
this event too and spread the word as
this is our major fundraiser of the
year.

In January of this year our Year 6
children joined with the Year 2
children from the Infants, as well as
the Year 2 & Year 6 children from St
Catherine’s RC Primary school, to
hold a joint act of worship to mark the
100th anniversary of the week of
prayer for Christian unity.  This was a
wonderful experience which we plan
to repeat next year;



��������	
����




