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The next issue of ‘Contact’ is due to be published 1st March 2008. We

really do want to include your letters, notices and comments in this
issue. Please phone, or simply talk to one of the editorial team above.
If you can do this before 1st February 2008, we should be able to
consider it for inclusion.
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MINISTER'S MESSAGE
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EASTER — HOPE FOR ALL !

Welcome to our Easter edition of
CONTACT during this HOPE '08
year.

During the next few weeks, we will
journey the way of the cross with
Christ, and | commend all the
opportunities to gather in worship
leading up to, and during Holy Week.
It's the most amazing time of the
year for focussing on the “height,
depth, breadth and length” of God’s
love, as the Cross towers over human
history, and points us to our eternal
destiny in heaven. May this story once
again touch and impact your life to
such an extent that you rediscover
what life is all about !

During Holy Week, there is to be a
wonderful exhibition from “ChristArt”
alongside prayer stations, within the
worship centre at LMC. Our own art
group is also preparing an exhibition
for the coffee bar. We hope you will
all find an opportunity to drop in for an
hour or so during the week, as we
advertise being “open for prayer”.

Revd. Phil Gough

Easter is all about HOPE (why else
would we call it GOOD Friday ?), and
alongside taking every opportunity to
bring Easter hope into the community
(singing Easter songs outside Leyland
Market on Saturday 22™ March for
example), we have the St. George’s
Day Fun Day in Worden Park (Sat. 19"
April) to look forward to as a chance to
invite the whole town to a free
afternoon of fun, put on by the
churches together in Leyland. In
Lostock Hall, the churches together are
organising a prayer walk in the town,
stopping at various points for prayer,
on Saturday May 10".

Finally, as we celebrate Lostock Hall's
achievement in becoming the first
Eco-Congregation in the North
Lancashire District, you are invited to
hear a little of that story at Leyland’s
AGM on March 4th, and we hear the
challenge to be “hope” for our
environment, also.

| wish you a very meaningful and
blessed Easter — may the hope in
Christ’s resurrection fill your mind, your
soul, your life with deepest joy, and a
yearning for all creation to experience
the fullness of God'’s love !

Phil.
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THANK YOU

By Dorothy Ritchie
THANK YOU

A big thank you is due to John
Nicholas who has transformed
what was once a rather
inconvenient store room into an
efficient working kitchen. What is
more, he kept the cost down to
under £3000 when the estimate of
professionals was between £6000-
£7000.

The far end of the coffee bar
kitchen is now a pleasure in which
to work for all the ladies - and
some men - who provide meals
and snacks for church functions,
private bookings and, of course,
the successful weekly Fairtrade
Café on Wednesdays.

In collaboration with Jack Crabtree
and Beryl Walsh, John quietly
went about fitting in new
equipment and generally making
an excellent job of the space
available. The area now boasts a
new cooker, freezer, hob and
hood, a new sink, tiled walls,
shelves, cupboards and working
tops.

Dorothy Ritchie

The project wasn’t without its
setbacks though. Such as
when, on removing the ‘dumb
waiter’ it was found that it was
made of asbestos and all work
ceased for several weeks until
the problem had been expertly
dealt with and any possible
danger removed!

‘Everyone who uses the new
kitchen wants to say a very
sincere thank you to John,’” said
Beryl Walsh. ‘Sometimes he
was working there until midnight
and we all very much appreciate
what is now a first class working
area for cooking.’

Thank you John, for a job so
well done.
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CAMPUS CRUSADE INDONESIA Maria Gough

Quite often in either prayer, Bible
study groups and,indeed, Sunday
worship services,prayers can often
include thanks to God for the
freedom we enjoy in being able to
practise Christianity in the ways that
we do. An article published recently
reminded me as to how fortunate
we are:

In December 2006, '‘Campus
Crusade Indonesia’ staff held a
prayer rereat/training event. As it
was a training event, it was
videoed. Part of the event included
reference to an aspect of another
religion. The video somehow fell
into the hands of people from that
religion. The video was then placed
onto a YouTube website and
reported to the local media. The
video contents were interpreted as
expressing hatred towards another
religion (which the trainers would
disagree with).

Having been arrested and charged
last year, the leader (Brother
Daniel) and 40 other staff members
were sentenced in July. They have
been imprisoned for the maximum
time of five years for their 'crime’.

If anyone would like to take
action regarding the above, we
have been asked to send a
message of encouragement to
Daniel and his colleagues. We
are asked not to include
anything which could be
insulting to the authorities.

The address is:

P O Box 1662
Surabaya
60016
Indonesia.

Finally, may I leave you with
words from Romans 12:15....
So in Christ we who are many
form one body, and each
member belongs to all the
others.
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LIZ JOHNSTON-HOERTER

Dear Liz,
How we will miss you!

Liz has now moved to Southport, a
lovely apartment on Lord Street. Her
son and daughter-in-law live nearby in
Birkdale.

Liz came down, to Leyland, from
north of the border when she retired
from her job in the Civil Service in
South West Scotland, approximately
25 years ago.

She soon became involved in
Voluntary Charity work when she
answered an advertisement for
collections for Cancer Research and
she never looked back. Devoting so
much of her time and energy walking
miles and raising thousands of
pounds.

She became Chairman of the
Leyland Committee of the CRUK and
led in her indomitable way.

Margaret Baines

Over the years she became a
member of the Business and
Professional Women'’s Association, a
volunteer worker for Age Concern, a
Bereavement Councillor working with
St Catherines Hospice, a helper at St
Andrews Infant School, a School
Governor at Worden High School, a
volunteer with the National Trust at
Rufford Old Hall and much more.

For many years Liz gave her support
to the Liberal Party in South Ribble and
was a well known figure as she
canvassed in the area.

Very shortly after coming to Leyland
she became a regular member of LMC
and she appreciated so much the
friendship she received on her

arrival.

Within the Church she worked hard in
SO many areas: Pastoral Visitor,
Communion Steward, Organiser of
NCH annual collection, Christian Aid
collection, Holiday Bible Club, Prayer
meetings, Alpha, Disciple | & II,
giving support to so many more.

Did Liz have more than 24 hours in one
day? Perhaps she did. She

certainly packed her days with twice as
much as most people.

Liz has already identified her new
place of worship.

Look out Southport, Liz is with you, she
will keep you on your toes!

XXX
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ECO-CONGREGATION

Yes, Lostock Hall is now officially
an Eco-Congregation. We were
assessed on Sunday 13" January
2008 and have received the letter
formally advising us that we have
been given the Eco-Congregation
award.

The assessors were particularly
impressed with our Eco-Creed :

We believe in one God,

Creator of Heaven and Earth

and of all things that exist.

We believe we have a
responsibility to look after God’s
creation and protect it from abuse
and misuse.

We believe that we can make a
difference; that it is for each one of
us to do something and act in
whatever way we can to preserve
this special gift.

Jean Lyon

To obtain this award we started by
forming a small Eco group and
completed a Church environmental
check-up which gave us a basis to
consider what actions could be
taken to fall into the following
categories.

1. worship and teaching

2. practical things to do with
buildings, land and church
management

3. reaching out, both locally and
globally

We started working towards
Eco-congregation status in
September 2006 and achieved a
lot in just 15 months.
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ECO-CONGREGATION

These are just a few of the things
we achieved in this time:

Had special services on an
Eco theme e.g. trees and
water

Had an Eco ‘Quiet Spaces’

Had an Eco Bible Study led
by Janet Pybon

Started growing oak trees for
the National Trust

Made our side garden into a
wildlife friendly and quiet
garden

Signed Water Aid pledges

Paid for 3 trees to be planted
in Cumbria by the Woodland
Trust

Our covenant service was
also an Eco covenant service

Produced Eco prayer cards

Asked local preachers to
consider our Eco mission in
their services

Had a week long Eco prayer
vigil
Held a ‘Green Fair’ day

Jean Lyon

Sent donations to the Wildlife
Trust, Plant Life, RSPB and
Butterfly Conservation

Purchased a hectare of
Rainforest

Hosted an Eco Circuit Service

Recycled old knitted garments
into children’s jumpers for
International Aid

Showed ‘The Inconvenient
Truth’

The assessors noted that the
mission had been owned by more
than the project leaders.

In reviewing what we had
achieved we amazed ourselves
just how much had been done by
a small Church.

If you wish to discover more on
becoming an Eco Congregation
then visit
Www.ecocongregation.org.uk

JEAN LYON

6
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.  Ann Diggles
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All groups are now in full swing
again following the Christmas
Festivities.

Uniformed organisations joined
together as usual for a trip to the
pantomime in Blackburn the
Thursday after Christmas and this
seems to have been enjoyed by
young and old alike.

We congratulate Sarah and Paul
Allchurch on the birth of their son
Matthew and we hope she will be
willing to leave him briefly each
week to continue her work with
the Guides.

One of the Guide parents
stepped in to help during Sarah's
absence so we welcome Mrs
Deakin to the group.

Club Sunday are now back to
regular groups after their DVD
treats during the holidays. |
understand some groups are
using Sermon on the Mount
material this term to tie in with our
studies in Church.

Clubzone on Tuesday evenings runs
well but it is unusual for the numbers
to be as low as they are this year. If
you know of any young people age
11-14 who may be interested please
let us have names and we will make
contact.

Friday Club has been up and running
again since November and is
growing slowly which is how we like
it. We are grateful that God called
Jeff Whittle, Dean Bond and Steve
Wheeler to this work as it was male
leaders we were in need of - with Jo
and Kathy they now have a good
team.

Little Fishes is always a happy group
and they enjoyed a party with Father
Christmas as usual. It is good to
have Mildred regularly joining the
staff there and forging good links
with Baptismal families.

Sunday morning Creche runs well
most of the time but we have lost a
few people from the rota and this
puts some strain on those remaining.
It would be helpful to have 4 - 6 more
volunteers to help as we need to
have two people on duty each week.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.

Holiday Bible Club type worship
at 6pm on Christmas Eve was
well supported and Phil And Anne
tried hard to wear the children out
so that they might sleep well — no
feedback on whether it worked or
not!

The Youth Alpha group started up
again in January and ALF, BOB &
the BIG PICTURE groups for the
younger ones are starting early in
February. It is wonderful that
these groups can help the young
people to move forward in their
faith. It is a tough world for them
out there and we need to support
them with our prayers.

Mad Mob are at the the stage of
extra rehearsals as they make
final preparations for their show in
March. | am sure there will be
more details in this edition so that
you can have the details to make
your reservations — it will be very
good — don't miss it.

Ann Diggles

The really exiting news this year is
the finance being available for us to
seek a Youth Pastor and we are so
grateful to God that prayers have
been answered and the
advertisement is now out.

We have been praying for some
while that the Lord will be preparing
who ever He chooses for this work.
We know this will make a great
difference to our Youth Ministry and
ask you to pray with us about this
exciting venture.

SAFEGUARDING

All our regular workers (a huge list)
have now been cleared with CRB
and we also have a list of “extras”
cleared for HBC or other reasons so
that we always have sufficient
people who are cleared and can
stand in when necessary. Thank you
to all who have helped and
co-operated in this task.

Ann Diggles



9 CONTACT

PRAYER

Prayer: The key to Power —
by R.A. Torrey.

God delights to answer prayer:
“Call upon Me,” He cries, “I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
Me” (Psalm 50:15). “They that
wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength ...they shall run and
not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31)..
There is a place where strength
can always be renewed; that
place is the presence of the Lord.

How little time the average
Christian spends in prayer! We
are too busy to pray, and so we
are too busy to have power. We
have a great deal of activity, but
we accomplish little; there are
many services, but few
conversions. The power of God is
lacking in our lives and in our
work. We have not because we
ask not.

Seth Asiaw

Many Christians confessedly do
not believe in the power of prayer.
Some go so far as to
contemptuously contrast the
“pray-ers” with the “do-ers” —
forgetting that in the history of the
Church the real doers have been
“pray-ers”, that the men who have
made the glorious part of the
Church’s history have been without
exception, men of prayer.

Of those who do believe
theoretically in the power of
prayer, not one in a thousand
realises its power. How much time
does the average Christian spend
daily in prayer? How much time
do you spend daily in prayer?
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PRAYER

It was a master-stroke of the
devil to get the Church and the
ministry to lay aside the mighty
weapon of prayer. He does not
mind at all if the Church expands
its organisations and her deftly
contrived machinery for the
conguest of the world for Christ,
if she will only give up praying.

He laughs softly, as he looks at
the Church of today, and says
under his breath: “You can have
your Sunday schools, your social
organisations, your grand choirs,
and even your revival efforts, as
long as you do not bring the
power of Almighty God into them
by earnest, persistent, and
believing prayer.”

The devil is not afraid of
organisation; he is only afraid of
God, and organisation without
prayer is organisation without
God. Our day is characterised
by the multiplication of man’s
machinery and the lessening of
God's power sought and
obtained by prayer. But when
men and women arise who be-
lieve in prayer, and who pray in
the way the Bible teaches us to
pray, prayer accomplishes as
much as it ever did.

Seth Asiaw

Today’s prayer can do as much as
the early Church'’s prayer. All the
infinite resources of God are at its
command. Prayer can do anything
God can do, for the arm of God
responds to its touch. Prayer is the
key that opens the inexhaustible
storehouses of divine grace and
power. “Ask and it shall be given
you,” cries our Heavenly Father, as
He swings the doors of His
treasure-house open wide. The only
limit to what prayer can do is what
God can do. But all things are
possible to God; therefore, prayer is

omnipotent.
Ho
045 -
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HOPE '08

Churches Together FUN DAY
at Worden Park

Saturday 19th April 2008 in the
afternoon

Look out for publicity closer to the
date, and for opportunities to
HELP make this a fantastic day
for our town.
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THE CHANCELLOR GIVETH Peter Eagle
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT
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Children’s Section

EASTER WORDSEARCH
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HOPE ‘08

A Declaration of Hope for 2008
With God'’s help:
| affirm that in 2008, | intend to bring:-

Harmony in place of discord
Opportunities out of challenges
Praise instead of criticism
Encouragement to replace despair.

We affirm that in our Church, 2008 will be a year of:-

Holiness and wholeness

One purpose for many people
Prayer that leads to action
Everyone finding a place to belong.

We pray that for our community, 2008 will be a year of:-

Healing for those who are broken
Order where there is chaos
Protection for the vulnerable
Enterprise for all.

We pray for our nation, that 2008 will be a year of:-

Health of body mind and spirit
Open-hearted attitudes

Passion for justice and mercy
Expectations and visions fulfilled.

We pray that The God of all Hope will give us the faith and courage
to live lives that will release HOPE this year.

I make this declaration and pray this prayer in the name of Jesus
Christ our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

© World Prayer Centre, Birmingham and HOPE 08 Ltd
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THE SATURDAY RAMBLERS Malcolm Thomson

The Saturday Ramblers

Over the last three months the
Saturday Ramblers have continued
to meet and ‘enjoy!"’ the delights of
Cuerden Valley Park.

On the 12" December the first
attempt to walk around the Park was
rained, no poured, no torrential
rained off!!, but Malcolm and Dog
still completed it, although very wet
through, even the dog was glad to
get home in the end.

At least in February a small group

did manage to pick a much better

day and strolled around the Park

following the ‘Secrets in the

Landscape’ trail and an associated

quiz organised by Malcolm 19" January 2008
Thomson. Cuerden Valley Park
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THE SATURDAY RAMBLERS Malcolm Thomson

Then in February the weather
was remarkably good and a
perfect walking day saw many
more ramblers out for a slightly
different view of the Park, led by
Eric Smith.

16" February 2008

Thanks to all those who have
organised a walk and all of you
who have joined us and, hopefully,
enjoyed the walk and the
fellowship. If you want to join us,
you are ALL welcome. The walks
are being planned for the next few
months.

If you would like to organise/plan a
walk or have one that you think we
would enjoy, please call Imogen
on 696195.

As the weather is improving and
the days a little longer we will start
to do longer walks with a lunch
break. You can just join us for the
first or second half if you can't fit it
all in. Some of us have been
thinking of something a bit more
strenuous, if that is something you
fancy then please let us know.
See you on the next walk; keep
your eyes on the notices.
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PROPERTY MATTERS Anne Crabtree

Coffee Bar Kitchen

The improvements to the preparation area of the Coffee Bar Kitchen are
now complete.

Beryl, our Coffee Bar Manageress, and the other ladies who use this
area on a regular basis, are very happy with what has been achieved.

Money was kindly donated to the Church in memory of our late friend
Bessie Baker and this has gone a long way to providing our new
facilities which comprise of :- double oven, hob and hood, stainless steel
sink, new units, open shelving, worktops, freezer and soft drinks
cabinet.

We as a church, are very indebted to John Nicholas who has done
virtually all the installation for us, in his own time and with everything
supplied at cost. He tells me the most difficult part has been finding
times when the room was not in use. On occasions he had to resort to
the early hours of the morning !

Thank you so much John and also Margaret

Thank You

Thank you to all the Church Family for your co-operation during the
alterations last year.

We have received so many favourable comments re. the lift, toilets and
the Fair Trade Shop. We are so pleased that it worked out so well and
that so many people are able to benefit.

It is planned that the sound room, named Colin’s Room will be up and
running in time for Mad Mob’s performance in March.

This room was Colin’s dream over 10 years ago, and at last it is to be
realised in his memory.
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PROPERTY MATTERS Anne Crabtree

Storage

Can | once again remind all our Church Groups of the importance
of contacting ‘Property’ before purchasing new items which will
require additional storage.

Health and Safety has so much more emphasis today and we
need to ensure that everything is stored safely and not causing
obstructions or blocking walkways.

Property Stewards

| would like to pay tribute to Bill Atherton who has recently retired
as a Property Steward. Bill has been a member of the Property
Committee for many years and has done innumerable jobs for us
during this time, from decorating to welding, not forgetting the
dozens of church chairs he has repaired.

Thank you Bill for offering your skills and also for your dedication.

| am pleased to inform everyone that John Nicholas, having
served many years on the Committee, has now agreed to become
a Property Steward, joining Roy Manchester, Terence Clarke and
Jack Crabtree. These are the people to contact if there are any
problems with regard to the premises. Alternatively speak to
Alison Hopton — Secretary, or me, Anne Crabtree - Chair.



21 CONTACT

HOLY WEEK/EASTER EVENTS - LEYLAND

Palm Sunday
10.30a.m. : Deacon Sylvie (Teaching Service)
6.30p.m. : Choir present "Jerusalem Joy"
Monday 17th - Saturday 22nd
10.00a.m. - 4.00p.m., 6.30p.m. - 8.30p.m.

Church "OPEN FOR PRAYER" including "ChristArt" Exhibition,
Prayer Stations and an exhibition of work from our own LMC Art
Group.

Thursday 20th (Maundy Thursday)
7.30p.m. Re-enactment of the Last Supper
Friday 21st (Good Friday)

9.30a.m. - Walk of Witness (Churches Together) from the
Civic Centre to Leyland URC, Hough Lane

10.30a.m. - Act of Worship at Leyland URC.
Saturday 22nd
10.30a.m. - Open Air Easter Singing outside Leyland Market
Easter Sunday
8.30a.m. - Early Communion followed by breakfast
10.30a.m. - Rev. Phil (Seeker Style)

6.30p.m. - Easter Evening Praise and Communion
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HOLY WEEK/EASTER EVENTS - LOSTOCK HALL

Palm Sunday (16th March)
10.30a.m. - Rev. Phil (Communion)

Thursday 20th (Maundy Thursday)
6.30p.m. - AGAPE meal at St. James's

Friday 21st (Good Friday)
10.30a.m. - United Service at
Lostock Hall Methodist Church, with Rev. Phil

Easter Sunday

10.30a.m. - Deacon Sylvie
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

MMTYV Live (MADMob Production)

Wednesday 26th - Saturday 29th March,
7.30p.m.

Tickets, £5.00, available soon from
Marjorie Acton (01257 273189).

MMTYV Live is a fantastic production,
inspired by the words of Jesus in his
"Sermon on the Mount". A MUST FOR
ALL THE FAMILY !l
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25th Anniversary Concerts

This year, LMC's "new" worship centre is 25 years old. Special ser-
vices and events are planned, including three concerts.

Firstly, on THURSDAY 22nd MAY, we have invited SIMEON WOOD
back to Leyland for a concert. Simeon is a wonderful woodwind musi-
cian, whose music is truly inspirational. He will be working in our
schools during the day, and presenting a concert for us in the
evening.

bbb b b i b b e Ee e b D e e R B e e
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¥ Tickets, £5.00, will be available after Easter. BOOK THE DATE NOW 3
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