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MINISTER'S MESSAGE

As this edition of CONTACT is
being produced, we shall just have
entered Lent, traditionally that
period of forty days and nights
when we remember Jesus's walk in
the wilderness, “tempted in every
way, as we are, yet without sin",
and think about the journey towards
the cross, and Jesus's call that we
"take up our cross and follow him",

surrendering our life to gain eternity.

It is a journey of loosening our grip
on material possessions, for all
belongs to God, and "seeking first
His kingdom and His
righteousness".

All this ties neatly in with our Lenten
Theme : "Painting the Church
Green". The challenge is for us all
to consider more sustainable living,
for our environment, for wiser
financial stewardship, and to better
obey our Christian call to make
responsible use of all the world's
resources, by maximising all the
spiritual resources of heaven
available to us.

Revd. Phil Gough

TO LIVE SIMPLY THAT OTHERS
MAY SIMPLY LIVE!

The journey towards eco-
congregation status has begun,
and we're grateful to an
enthusiastic group who are helping
us towards this, and recognise the
onus on us all (as various groups
within LMC, as well as individuals)
to play our part.

| hope that some of the displays /
prayer stations which we hope to
see appear in the church's worship
centre over the coming weeks will
inspire, challenge and bless you.

We have Uruguayan teachers
visiting us in March, and | hope
you get the chance to come and
practice your Spanish with them at
a special welcome tea at LMC on
SUNDAY 8th March, 4.00 -
6.00p.m., to which others in the
Circuit and District will be invited.
The visitors are coming from a
Methodist project for young adults
with learning and behavioural
difficulties, where there has been
no state provision in Uruguay. It's
an inspiring project and we're
hoping their fortnight here will be a
helpful progression for their work
and ours, and strengthen the ties
between Uruguay and North
Lancashire.
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MINISTER'S MESSAGE

As a church, we're sensing some of
the ways of future engagement in
“"transforming our community", will
involve "Christians Against

Poverty" (debt recovery),
"Streetpastors” (or even "street
cleaning pastors ?!?!), and the brand
new opportunities on Buckshaw
Village provided by the wonderful
news that the primary school is to be
a joint Anglican / Methodist Church
School.

So, as we anticipate the JOYFUL
CELEBRATION of Easter, | hope
and pray that the coming weeks will
be a journey of discovery for you,
again, of "how high, how wide, how
long, how deep" is the love of God
for each one of us, in Jesus, and
how the same power which raised
Christ from the tomb is available for
us today, and is required by us to do
all that He wishes us to for His glory.

It's a truly amazing reality to grasp !
Enjoy the journey !

God bless,

Rev. Phil.

Revd. Phil Gough
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CHANGING SEASONS

Changing Seasons

Perhaps the extremes of weather
we have been experiencing
recently has got me thinking about
seasons. However it is more likely
that, as ever, God wants to
challenge us to keep moving
forward towards the goal and prize
He has prepared for us. It is
strange to think that it is almost
half a year since | began a new
season in my life, my job as
Youthwork Co-ordinator in North
Lancashire. Every new seasons
brings challenges and
expectations.

God challenges me on a daily
basis. He challenges my
perception of things. He
challenges the places where I lack
faith. He exceeds my expectations.
By making ourselves available to
be used by Him and led by His
Spirit we will see Him at work more
than we can possibly imagine.

Matt Lawley-Brown

Just last month we held the first
joint youth event at LMC. | was only
expecting a handful of young people
to turn up and yet there were well
over 50 who came from different
churches around the town.

Many of whom are really hungry to
learn more of God’s plan for their
lives. It is encouraging to see young
people who are fired up for God. It
makes me a little nostalgic about
when | was their age!

It also provides me with a big
challenge. After being brought up in
traditional Methodist churches | got
to age 14 and realised that | was
missing something big, a personal
relationship with God. So | made a
commitment and have never looked
back. But | wasn’t able to express
my faith in a way that was an
extension of me as an individual
within a corporate act of worship.
So | ended up going to different
churches and a youth fellowship to
help meet that need to worship.
This included working alongside
adult leaders to plan and run youth
worship events.

After being really involved in our
church in Manchester for the past 3
years | have found it a difficult
transition coming into a new church
with all its positives and negatives.
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CHANGING SEASONS

However, when | look back at how
far | have come with God and the
changes that have taken place in
my life | recognise that | am in a
ideal position to help young people
who are facing the same dilemmas
that | was.

God wants a personal relationship
with each one of us. A two way
personal relationship. We both
need to talk and to listen. To act
and to wait. To request and to
respond. We should celebrate that
we all have different ways that we
like to do that, based upon our likes
and dislikes, our individual
personalities and our lives so far. It
can be very difficult to worship God
together when we have such a
variety of responses to what He’s
done for us.

As a body of Christ we need to
recognise that we are diverse and
celebrate this diversity. We need
to recognise and practise that the
life of worship is a 24/7 life - not a
hour or so on a Sunday and daily
quiet time life. This is a challenge!
But a challenge that God has
already equipped us for.

Matt Lawley-Brown

As part of my role for LMC and for
the district | am responsible for
creating opportunities for young
people to worship God in a way
that is relevant to them. Both
culturally and personally. This is
going to take time as | continue to
get to know them and their needs.
| am excited that | can draw upon
the experiences | have had in the
past and work together with
others to create the experiences
of the future. Life changing
experiences of God’s presence.
No matter what the style of
worship, what time or location it
takes place, as long as God’s
people worship in Spirit and in
truth, He will be with them. | long
to see people come together
more to praise and seek God, to
exalt HiIm and glorify Him.

Over the coming months there
will be changes that take place
and new things which may come
to pass. Some may be great
successes whilst others may falil.
To continue to seek and pray for
God’s will to be done is the key to
adjusting to the changing sea-
sons of life. | thank you for your
ongoing prayers and support as |
strive to serve Him as best | can.
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BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

Spring cleaning

We found that the best way to research
new material for Home Groups was to
clear out the old resources which were
simply sitting on the shelf. Thus, at the
recent Synod, we gave away study
booklets and videos to any who
expressed interest in small groups and
Bible study. | can safely say that our
used and surplus resource material was
shapped up in the space of a morning
by the visiting delegates from churches
all around the district. So we found and
have begun to use new material such
as “What's so amazing about grace?”,
“The life you've always wanted”,
“Challenging lifestyle”, “Calling out”, and
“They like Jesus, but not the church!”

Paint the Church Green

In March and April, we are offering a
new short course entitled “Paint the
Church Green” as we explore the
relationship between faith and

concern for the natural world in
readiness for becoming an Eco-Church.

** |f you can answer all these
questions correctly and without
hesitation, you do not need to come
on this course.

- Each year, each household in the UK
throws away around a) 52 b) 65 c) 89
binfuls of waste, most of which goes
into landfill sites

- Within 20 years, a) 15% b) 25% c)
35% of earth’s present wildlife may be
extinct due to human activity and
development

Mabel Harris

- For each 1000 miles you travel in a year,
which means of transport has the biggest
carbon footprint? a) Petrol car b) diesel car
c) 4 X 4/large people carrier

- Producing a £1000 gold wedding ring
creates up to a) 10 tonnes b) 20
tonnes c) 30 tonnes of toxic waste.

- Food transport accounts for a) 15% b) 20%
c) 25% of all the miles driven by heavy
goods vehicles on our roads.

- About a) a quarter b) half ¢) three quarters
of all UK vegetables and fruit contain
pesticide residues.

- It is thought that about a) 30% b) 40% c)
50% of the world’s finite oil reserves have
already been used up.

- Which of these initiatives were
spearheaded by Christians? a) Make
Poverty History b) Jubilee Debt
Campaign c) Christians Against Poverty

** |f you cannot answer all these
questions without hesitation, but took the
trouble to try, this course is for you.

The six-sessions (People and Planet, Food
and Drink, Battling the Elements, Energy for
the Future, Abundant life, Covenant with
Creation) are packed full of information and
challenge for all Christians.

Clearing out the attic

And if you do happen to find a piece of
Moorcroft or Troika or Dalton or Lalique
gathering dust, why not “Flog it” at the local
auction house and Gift Aid the profits to the
church — another bit of Christian recycling!

(Answers on page 24)
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MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

The end of February sees
Fairtrade Fortnight. The first
Annual Fairtrade Fortnight was
back in 1995 and was marked by
Justino Peck, a cocoa farmer from
Belize, touring the country. The
theme for this year is “Make it
Happen - Choose Fairtrade.”

Many of the goods in our Fairtrade
shop are bought through
Traidcraft, a fairtrade company
which ploughs profit and expertise
back in to the poorer areas of the
world.

In the current global economy with
the credit crunch and some
dramatic changes in the currency
exchange rate, Traidcraft is now
paying considerably higher prices
to safeguard the future of
producers. However hard it seems
for us here in the UK, it is even
harder for the producers in Africa
and Asia, who Traidcraft work with,
helping them to trade their way out
of poverty. Several prices have
had to be increased. Cocoa price
has risen 6% and also coffee and
sugar — which is reflected in the
price of jam, chocolate, etc.

Lesley Whymark

This year is not only Traidcraft's 30™
anniversary it is also 10 years since
the original launch of the Geobar,
now established as one of the
fastest growing Fairtrade products.
Now more than one million
households have Geobars on their
shopping list. The world’s first
composite fairtrade product, Geobar
has paved the way for thousands of
others — everything from cookies
and cakes to ice cream and jam.
Fairtrade ingredients now form over
40% of the recipe including crisped
fairtrade rice.

Do you like Geobars? If the answer
is yes then look out for two new
varieties, Mixed Berries and Honey
Nut. If the answer was no, then
maybe you will like the new ones —
give them a try.

Look out too for some new Easter
chocolate chickens and lambs, and
a new line in crisps. If there are
other lines you would like us to
stock, please let us know.

Thank you for all your support of our
shop here at Leyland Methodist
Church. Fairtrade has come a long
way, but there is still plenty more we
can do to ‘Make it Happen.’
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.
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Hi, as most of you are aware and for
those who aren'’t, | have recently
taken over the role of ‘The Children’s
Co-ordinator’ for all groups within the
church below high school age and, in
some instances when required, |
provide support to Matt, our Youth
Leader.

For those of you who don’t know me
or who don’t know who | am, | can be
found on a Sunday morning

upstairs in the front pew on the right
with the rest of the rabble and, on a
Tuesday evening from 7pm-9pm
helping out at ClubZone.

Children’s Groups

All groups are in full swing again
following the Christmas break and, on
behalf of the church, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the
group leaders and helpers for giving
up their own time, without which, none
of the groups could take place.

In particular, 1 would like to thank Club
Sunday staff for their efforts in
presenting the Nativity Story .

Carol Eccles

Also thank you to the Uniformed
Organisations for arranging/sharing
extra activities ie trips to Blackpool
llluminations, Pantomime at
Christmas, Christmas party and also
for lending a hand at the Thursday
Fellowship Christmas Do.

The following groups have kindly
donated to the Church Roof Fund -
Little Fishes have donated £50 from
the sale of Reindeer dust at their
Christmas party and are also
intending to follow this with another
donation of possibly around £200/
£250; ClubZone have promised a
donation of £100; and the team of
Summer Holiday (Mad Mob/Music and
Drama Group members) have
donated £1,000. Thank you all, and
everyone - please keep it coming.

Alf/Bob and Big Picture have resumed
and are well into their six week
sessions:

Alf/Bob - teaching and crafts; Big
Picture - Discovering the Bible
through Activities. Each of these
sessions end with all the groups and
leaders sharing tea together.

ClubZone/The Club are both going
strong at the moment. ClubZone
leaders are currently considering
various activities and new outlets to
take them to the Easter break — keep
an eye on the Notices. The Club
re-opened in January and is attracting
about 4 or 5 members a week.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.

Hopefully once word gets around, these

numbers will grow.

Mad Mob have recommenced following
their summer break and rehearsals are
well under way for their next production —
‘The Mystery of the Missing Man” — the

story of Daniel starting on 29" April
through to 2™ May.

Help Needed

Although the groups are running well at

the moment, | am aware that extra

helpers are needed in certain areas. As

Co-ordinator, one of my tasks is to
ensure that all groups have enough
helpers to assist the leaders in the

running of their group. | hope, therefore,
to try and drum up enough support from
willing volunteers who feel they can spare
a little of their time to help out in one of

the areas listed below:

DAY GROUP TIME
Monday Rainbows 16.30-17.00
Brownies 18.00-19.30
Guides 19.30-21.00
Tuesday ClubZone  19.00-21.00
Wednesday Anchor Boys 18.00-19.00
BB Juniors  18.45-20.15
Company)
Senior) 19.30-21.30
Friday The Club 19.30-21.30
Sunday Creche (During
Club Sunday (Morning
(Service

If you feel that you can’t commit on a

weekly basis, please don't let this put you

off — there are rota systems in place.

Carol Eccles

Following the recent Youth Work
Leadership Meeting, it was
announced that the current leaders
of the Anchor Boys section of the
Brigade will be stepping down at
the end of the Summer and we will
therefore require new leaders/
helpers. If anyone feels they could
offer assistance, or knows someone
who would like to help, then please
contact me. If no volunteers come
forward, we could lose this section
altogether. It would be so sad for
this to happen, particularly as they
have recently celebrated their
centenary.

This goes for any of the above
groups. If anyone feels that they
could spare a little of their time,
please let me know. Why not ‘Try
before you Buy'? Pay a group a
visit and see what it entails. Please
remember.... if you're interested in
helping, please get in touch — don’t
just leave it to someone else.
These groups cannot run without
the help and support of people like
you.

Could | finally please ask that both
the House Prayer Groups and us all
pray for the above groups, their
current leaders and members and
that we especially pray for new
leaders to come forward to enable
the Anchor Boys section to continue
past the Summer of 2009 and also
that we can attract new members to
join The Club.
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LMC AND IAT

Did you know that there are quite a
few “Unsung Hero’s” here at LMC?
That by supporting IAT missions many
of you are reaching the needy,
destitute and forgotten people in many
parts of the world?

Children are being educated in Africa,
Lepers and Dahlits reached in India,
thousands of deprived children given
Christian holidays every year, three
chapels have been opened in prisons,
another in an aids hospital, hundreds
of new believers have been baptised
in prisons, the sick are receiving health
care and dying patients are receiving
Christ. In an ever darkening world we
are able to bring hope where before
there was only despair. Because YOU
care.

By practising the practical and spiritual
gospel we are seeing the love of Christ
breaking down every barrier. A
statement often quoted by the needy
that we minister to is this; “We have
never seen love like this before”

one of them was an eighty two year
old man! The orphans, the old, the
sick, the prisoners, the addicts, the
oppressed, they all tell us the same
story. We have never seen love like
this before. The unconditional love of
Jesus is the most powerful weapon on
earth.

Below are just some of last year’'s
achievements:

1) Opening of the IAT Harvest
Orphanage in Sri Lanka

2) Opening of the Rotary IAT Village
of 86 houses in Sri Lanka

Bernard Cocker

3) Purchase of land in Eastern Europe
and the building of our “New Hope”
children’s recuperation centre in
Eastern Europe, (almost complete
now)

4) Launch of the “Educate an African
Child” project in Kenya Launch of
“Medical Aid to Transylvania”

5) The collection and delivery of £5.2
million worth of high quality humani-
tarian aid to some of the poorest in
the world.

6) Our 20 shops raised nearly £700,000
in support of this work

With your help we could do much more.
Please look at these ways in which you
could play a vital part in this work:

1. Pray daily for the staff, volunteers
and those supported by the work of
IAT in this country and overseas
(contact Alison Hammerton tel
611000, to put your details on the
prayer list)

2. Offer time in our Leyland shop to not
only raise money but serve the local
community both materially and spiri-
tually (contact Judy King tel 619593)

3. Collect and donate quality clothes,
which are either sold in the shop or
sent overseas

4. Pray for the Alpha course meeting at
IAT’s HQ, organised and supported
by members of LMC

Bernard Cocker, CEO;
Brian King, Trustee & Retail Director
International Aid Trust
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NOTICE/ADVERTISEMENT
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THE BIG ADVENTURE
Introducing...

Using the arts to bring about change...
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THE BIG ADVENTURE
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ALPHA

Hi, my name’s Jean and |
recently completed an Alpha course at
LMC.

The course is for anyone who wishes
to explore the Christian faith. It
consists of a small group of people who
meet in a relaxed setting over a period
of 13 weeks, including an Away Day.
We shared a meal at the beginning of
each session which provided the time
to get to know the others in the group.

Prior to joining the Alpha Course, I'd
undertook a couple of Big Picture 4
week sessions with the lovely Mabel
which left me wanting more, although |
wasn't sure at that time what ‘more’
was.

I'd asked if there was a ‘next stage’ for
me to develop and expand my
knowledge and understanding of Jesus
and the Bible, albeit | didn’t feel ready
to commit to the 34 week Disciple
Course!

Maria contacted me a month or so later
to see if | was interested in Alpha. I'd
no idea what it was and was given a
short DVD to watch and an Alpha
newspaper to read which provided me
with a little insight to the course and
also to what other individuals across
the UK who had undertook the course
had thought about it.

Jean Bennett

| was quite nervous when | first arrived
on Day One. Even though | knew a
couple of the people on the course,
there were others I'd never met or seen
before. However, Maria quickly
dispelled my nerves with her calming
ability to facilitate the course in her
friendly, open manner.

There were initially 7 of us in the group
- all from different backgrounds, ages
and stages of faith journeys. However,
we all had one thing in common —
wanting to know and explore Jesus
more.

| personally felt ‘behind’ the others in
the group in my knowledge of Jesus
and the Bible and for the first couple of
weeks felt very unsure of speaking up
in the group. | simply let the others
speak for me. However, as the weeks
went by, | soon discovered that it didn’t
matter how much | didn’t know — | was
learning more and more, not only about
Jesus but also about me and how the
two of us are interlinked.

Each week, a ‘mystery guest’ came
along to assist Maria facilitate the
course and who also shared their
experiences and knowledge. Each
mystery guest brought a deeper
understanding and clarity to my
journey. | never knew and never asked
who was going to be the mystery guest
the following week — it was simply
exciting to me to see who turned up on
the night.
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All our mystery guests were
encouraging, open, honest and
again, left me wanting ‘more’.

The course took me on spiritual
journeys | would never have thought
possible. | also met some very dear
people who helped further my journey
of faith and who helped me
understand issues or questions | had
by sharing their thoughts and
experiences. These people have
probably become lifelong friends.

Jean Bennett

Most of us (if not all) want to continue
now to do the Disciple Course and,
although we’d all love to complete the
course together we know that may not
be possible and we also want others to
reap the rewards (because that’s what
they are) and join us. Is this a plug for
Disciple when I'm supposed to be
writing about Alpha?!

If anyone would like to know more
about Alpha then | would be happy to
share further or you could, of course,
simply contact Maria.

We not only learned about Jesus, We u—w—sa—w—a—a—2—a—a—a—a—a—a—a-

%

learned about one another and
helped one another along our own I
individual journeys. I'm sure each of U
the group would concur that the Away U
Day was an incredible experience %
and definitely one not to be missed!

5

|
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|
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What | felt unique about our group ”
(and I may be completely wrong — U
ALL groups may be like us!) was that |
we laughed so much for what is |
deemed such a serious topic. We U
didn't just have the odd little titters of U
laughter; we all had lots of BIG, U
MASSIVE, belly laughs!! We also U
cried together on occasions too. “
Each one of us took so much away |
with us each week that we didn’t want H
the course to end. In fact, during the H
13 week course, our 7 in the group
became 8 as one of our mystery
guests remained to share with us
every week thereafter.
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PAIS UPDATE

The training for my
work on Pais was
intense but really
good. Throughout
the training on most
days we did a CD
series called ‘The
Kingdom Principles’ which was led by

Paul Gibbs and was all about

becoming proper disciples for Jesus.

On the Monday we learnt about the
history of Pais and how it started with

Paul Gibbs and the rules that as a
Pais intern | have to follow. | also

attended a Life Group (house group)
for young adults aged 17-21 which
was really good. Here we discussed
the previous days sermon and got our
points across along with general chit

chat!

On the Tuesday we learnt about the
different conferences that we would

be attending throughout the year

during half terms. We also met the
Glossop team and learnt about writing

children’s ministry, such as

assemblies and lunch clubs, with their
help. In the evening we had a social
with the Glossop and Bolton teams
which involved having a meal together

and watching a film!

The Wednesday involved us studying
our strengths and weaknesses and

learnt about extended Pais.

Jenny Wareing

Extended Pais is where we do
breakfast clubs or after school
clubs for the school which may
not necessarily have the
Christian message verbally.

On the Thursday we learnt how
to preach which was really nerve
racking. Then we had to write
our own little sermon and say it
to the group. In the evening we
ran a youth club for 7-11s where
we played dodge ball, table
tennis and a few other games.

On the Friday we had a brilliant
session all about the Holy Spirit
and the gifts it can bring to a
person. We also got some
information on the gifts so we
could understand them more.
Then we had a talk on the
fundamentals of youth ministry.
In the evening we went to an
awesome event called ‘The
Noise’ which was a youth club
for 11-14s. They had half an
hour of games like table tennis
and then had an amazing
worship experience with a band!!

On the Saturday we went to a
community project to help tidy
out a disused youth club so that
it could be changed into a music
workshop area for the young
people.
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| only managed to do the morning of
this before | went back to Leyland!

On the Sunday night | went to a live
recording of Audacious which helped
to take my mind off things and have
an all out worship of God!!

On the Monday we had the Child Pro-
tection seminar on how to tell if a child
is being mistreated by anyone and
how to handle the situation. We also
had another Life Group with the same
group of people as the previous week.

On our last day of training we learnt
how to jazz up assemblies and clubs
by changing the appearance of the
room and making different sounds
heard in the room. We then got com-
missioned to go out and be part of the
Pais project.

| travelled to Rotherham on the
Wednesday afternoon. My hosts are
really cool and are few years older
than me and have no kids which is
really cool. They are called Rob and
Charlotte and go to St Mary’s in
Catcliffe where | will be based.

A huge thank you to you all for your
sponsorship and support! Wouldn't
have been able to do this without your
support.

Jenny Wareing

Baptismal/Dedication
Families’ Party

On Sunday 11™ January 2009,
Leyland Methodist Church hosted
a party for Baptismal Families.
This was a New Year Celebration
Party for the families of those
children who had been recently
baptised. This was held in the
Community Centre with Minister
Phil and Deacon Sylvie in
attendance with other people
representing groups from the
Church.

There were songs, games, art
activities, prayers and party food
as well as an opportunity to give
people information about what the
church offers to families and
people seeking to know more
about faith and worship.

The event was well-attended with
sixteen families who had brought
their children to the church for
baptism. Feedback was very
good with several parents
commenting that it was a good
event and that they would like to
do something like this again.

Thank you to everyone who
helped to support this event. We
are hoping to do something
similar in the future.
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ON TOUR WITH ROCK

My first experience of Roger Jones’
musicals was way back in 1978/9
when | directed the Youth Choir at
Leyland Methodist Church, the choir
performed two of Roger’s early works
“Jerusalem Joy” — which tells the
Easter Story and “David” which tells
the story of David the shepherd boy
who became king David.

Since that time my late husband,
Malcolm and | have been so blessed
over many years through Roger’s
ministry both by singing in his
musicals with “The United Christian
Singers” of Manchester and through
taking part in Roger Jones music
weeks at Abbott Hall and Scargill
House.

Roger says that his greatest
satisfaction comes not from the
writing of the musical, the
performance or the applause, but
from someone who writes a letter,
telling him that the Lord used his
work. “I am thrilled when people feel
drawn to the Lord, are filled with the
Spirit, come to know the Lord, or more
often are drawn back to him, or find a
deeper new relationship as a

result of the musical”.

Roger’s latest musical “Rock” tells the
story of Simon Peter. Starting in
Caesarea at the house of Cornelius in
Acts chapter 10, the story unfolds in
flashback: we see Peter, called away
from his fishing nets, his years on the
road alongside Jesus and the
disciples,

Brenda Earnshaw

his triumphs (‘You are Messiah, the Son
of the living God’) and his failures (‘I tell
you | don’t know Him!") Jesus called
Peter “the rock” but as the musical
unfolds, we see that only in Jesus, and
filled with His Spirit, is Peter — and are
we — on solid ground.

This is a most powerful musical which is
presently touring the country. | have
always thought how wonderful it would
be to be part of the touring team taking
God’s message of hope and salvation
round the country in such a dramatic
way. | never imagined that one day this
dream would come true. It is, however,
my privilege and the dream fulfilled to be
part of the touring party for this musical.
My job is to look after the costumes —
which means at least two hours ironing
every day once | have found a place to
set up the ironing board at each venue,
any repairs that might need doing and
also laundering the costumes mid week.

(All of this would have made Malcolm
really laugh because | usually hate
ironing and for all of our married life |
rarely got to the bottom of my huge iron-
ing pile, still haven't, — the rest of the
cast had to audition for their parts!!)
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Brenda Earnshaw

The wonderful thing about being on tour is meeting people after the
performances and seeing how God has really ministered into their lives by His
Grace. Itis lovely to be able to pray with many people and to share fellowship

as you stay in different homes each night.

The first performance on the tour
was at Manchester where the choir
was “The United Christian

Singers” (Each venue has its own
choir) This is the choir that
Rosemary and Kevin Brown and
myself sing with — the choir was
formed in 1989 when Roger was
touring the country with his musical
“Mary Magdalene”. There are
between 90 and 100 members of
the choir who are all committed
Christians and they sing under the
leadership of the choir director
Walter Brisk. They are presently
putting together their own
production of “Rock” with the
drama and dance, to perform at
different venues. There will be a
performance of “Rock” by The
United Christian Singers at Leyland
Methodist Church on Saturday 6"
June at 7.30pm.

I would ask you please to pray both
for Roger’s team as they continue
to tour with this musical and for

The United Christian Singers as they take their own performance to different
venues - also book the date in your diary | know God will bless you through this

work.
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PRAYER DIARY

The present economic situation
has thrown into the public arena of
the ‘dark’ practices which went on
or maybe still goes on in the banks
and financial markets. We have
subprime (lending to people who
cannot afford payments) which
contributed to credit crunch and of
course general mismanagement of
not only the major British banks
but also banks abroad. On 8™
February, four chairmen of the
country’s top banks appeared
before the parliamentary
committee and apologised for their
role in handling problems that had
been brewing over the past four
years.

So as a result of subprime, credit
crunch, boom and bust there are
1.97million people out of work (at
the time of writing) and according
to the experts, the figures will
continue rising. We have people
worrying about loosing their jobs.
We have people afraid of loosing
their homes because of
re-possession and now it seems
students are wondering if there will
be jobs to go to after years of
education.

Seth Asiaw

At times like these, you and | need
to remind ourselves that ‘We have
an anchor that keeps the soul.
Steadfast and sure while the
billows roll, Fastened to the Rock
which cannot move...".

Prayer

%

%

56 7 8
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ALPHA Rob Fletcher
ALPHA - It's a laugh, a hoot, enjoyable, friendly.......... it's fellowship!!
Laugh — Hoot — Enjoyable — Friendly ------ “I miss the fellowship of the

Alpha Group”. Back in Autumn 2008 | would never have believed that |
(me — that normal bloke - honest) would use those words about my
experience of the Alpha course run by the LMC.

| will tell you the truth, prior to the Alpha course | was thinking of reasons
why | was too busy to go to the meetings. | thought (wrongly) that the
people who went on these courses were learned, devout religious types.
Boy was | wrong on that one. They were people like me, normal people
who decided that, instead of watching the TV repeats on DAVE (yes that
would be Top Gear), or their usual Soaps, they would scratch that itch
inside their head that was saying “there is something more — or | want to
understand”.

Anyway, | reasoned that, if it wasn’t’ for me, | could ditch the course.
However, after two sessions | was hooked! | had found a group that
accepted where you were with God and, in my case, just how little |
knew about the Bible. We really did have a laugh, felt the strength of
God’s love and learnt to accept the gifts he has given us. | reason that
the Alpha course is what you make it. Maybe we were lucky in the make
-up of our group, but | doubt that because, as it turned out, we all started
the course with questions, strengths and weaknesses. As a group, our
characters all complimented each other. In short, we found fellowship.

After 13 sessions | am not going to say that God, religion, the Bible or
the Holy Spirit have all been explained and now make sense, that's a
life’s journey. Personally, | now have a place to start, a thirst to learn
and have found fellowship within the church.

So, if you have a chance to join an Alpha course, give it a go. The truth
is that there is everything to gain and nothing to lose.
In fellowship,
Rob Fletcher
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MAD MOB—THE MYSTERY OFTHE MISSING MAN

The MAD mob are back! Hot on the
heels of last year's sell-out

performance of MMTV-Live the MAD

Mob has grown even more.

86 members of the talented cast will
be performing 'The Mystery of the
Missing Man' from Wednesday 29th

April until Saturday 2nd May 2009 at

7.15pm each night (please note the
earlier start time!). Tickets are
expected to go very fast and church
members are advised to order their
tickets now, using one of two
different options:

1. Send the booking form inside this
magazine to Debbie Sheehan, 36
St Clements Avenue, Farington
PR25 4QU with a cheque or

2. Leave their order on the ticket
booking hotline 07538 661371

Please note the following important
changes to ticket bookings:

- Tickets cannot be reserved for
pick-up on the night without
payment in advance

- Marjorie Acton has retired as ticket

secretary after many years of
dedicated service.

We are extremely grateful to Marjorie
for all her help & support with tickets
over the last 17 years that MAD Mob

has been performing. We still hope
to see Marjorie at our shows but
ticket bookings are now handled by
Debbie Sheehan.

The Mystery of the Missing man is
a fun production, telling the bible
story of Daniel in MAD Mob's own
inimitable way - in a 3 Act Play
using three mystery genres -
based on The Famous Five,
Scooby Do & Hercule Poirrot - with
a difference! Church members

Stephen Whittaker and Jo
Duckworth have written the script
and the dedicated team of MAD
Mob leaders are busy putting the
MAD Mob through their paces to
present you with another
memorable show. This show sees
another MAD Mob first as Olivia
(daughter of Janet Nixon)
becomes the first child of a MAD
Mob member to join the group!!!

Please don't delay in getting your
tickets; cast booking has opened
and tickets will go fast - especially
with such a large cast. Church
members were disappointed last
year when tickets sold out - so
please fill in your form and post it,
with your cheque to Debbie
Sheehan - or pop in to a rehearsal
on a Friday night (6.15 - 7.15pm)
or Sunday afternoon (2pm -
4.30pm).

Paul & Jo Duckworth
01772 422675
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MAD MOB—THE MYSTERY OFTHE MISSING MAN
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PRAYER WALK

On a beautiful Saturday morning, a
group of 9 of us met up at the Church
Hall, ready to set out on our first Prayer
Wik together. We split up into 2 groups
of 3, a group of 2 and one person
wanted to walk on their own.

The 4 groups set off in different
directions, as we felt led by God, and
we covered the Balcarres Road area,
Canberra and Langdale Roads, Hough
Lane and the Farington area. It was
amazing how much ground we
covered.

| was in the group that went down
Hough Lane, We had barely started
walking than we felt led to pray for the
International Aid shop, so we stopped
outside and prayed together.

A few more steps and we were outside
Bay6, led to pray again. We also
prayed for the Women's Refuge whilst
we were there, as well as other
Women's help groups.

It took our group half an hour to get up
one side of Hough Lane, praying as led
by the Spirit. We turned at the Zebra
Crossing and prayed back down the
other side of the Lane.

Another group went towards Farington
walked in paths most of them didn't
know existed.

As they went past St. Ambrose, the
Lord put on their hearts to pray for the
new vicar of St. Ambrose.

CONTACT

Tracey Bennett

After that they took a footpath and
prayed for various concerns and lots of
the houses in the roads nearby.

Continuing, they went on another
footpath along the railway track on their
way back to the church. This footpath
was not very nice; littered and swampy.
They stopped and prayed for all whose
hearts are crowded with difficulties or
pressures of this world. One of the
group had the vision of them actually
doing practical work like picking litter
on our streets on occassions; this
symbolically will be us emptying the
rubbish in our hearts into bins.

They all felt blessed doing the walk and
praying along and agreed it was a
great day.

Yet another group headed up Canberra
Road, praying whilst walking for
Leyland Methodist Schools. As they
passed the Manse, they lifted up Rev
Phil and his family, and all those in
Ministry within the Church.

They carried on up Langdale Road,
praying for people that were known to
them along the way

and giving thanks to

God for His Creation

in nature.

As they approached
the College, they felt
led to pray for the
Students and Staff
there.
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PRAYER WALK

A little further along, past Worden
Park, they felt led to pray about the
dangerous corner of the road near
the old entrance to the Park. They
prayed for the safety of students and
other drivers/pedestrians using that
part of the road. They then headed
back to Church.

The person walking on their own set
off up Balcarres road and through
the graveyard at St Andrew's.
Praying as they went for anything the
Holy Spirit led them to. They called
in Tesco and prayed as they walked
round the store. They also met peo-
ple that they knew and prayed for
them as they walked.

We all met back at the Church Hall
for bacon butties and coffee and to
tell eachother how God had led them
throughout the hour that we were all
out wlaking and praying.

It was an amazing God-filled morn-
ing and | would recmmend the next
one on Saturday the 14th March to
everyone

Tracey Bennett
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FAITH SHARING

Those of us who have been involved in
‘mainstream’ church for over 20 years,
will recall the challenge in the 90s, of a
‘decade of evangelism'. The call was a
response to the decline in church
attendance and the way in which many
attending church had forgotten, were
unaware of or unmotivated to fulfill the
'‘Great Commission' to which all
Christians are called (ie. Matthew 28 : 19
-20 'Therefore, go and make disciples of
all nations, baptising them in the Name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything | have commanded you'). In
the same passage, Jesus speaks both
about His authority and that He is with us
always. What better authority or support
could we have?

There are many ways to fulfill our
Commission. During the last few years,
we have seen the development of 'Fresh
Expressions' whereby both the Methodist
and Anglican church have aimed to team
up for various expressions of outreach in
the community. The notion of emerging
church has also come to light.

Alongside, institutional models have
become less popular as people are no
longer willing to jump into commitments
which could be potentially lifelong or
even last a year or more. Essentially, a
'movement' has been created. to a very
familiar and predictable idea of church, it
could be quite unsettling.

Maria Gough

(Those familiar with John Wesley's
history in his founding of the Methodist
Church will also recall that he created a
movement). In some respects, with these
new ventures, it could be encouraging to
many Christian Methodists that we are
returning to our original Christian
Methodist roots. For those of us who
have become used. The truth is that this
is a national occurrence. It is not
something that is only happening in our
district. For many years, there has been
a 'cry' from church members that we
need younger people coming through our
doors. Now, outreach ventures are
enabling this to happen. As younger/
unchurched people then start to become
part of our church family, this creates
change. Some of this can be
uncomfortable. In the Welsh Revival of
1904, the phrase 'bend the church, save
the world' was adopted. It is also
documented that Wesley 'was able and
willing to bend his own preferences to fit
the demonstrated circumstances of his
times' : an encouragement for the church
to not be stuck in its ways but rather to
cast out some of our preferences and
become more flexible so that we can
accommodate others. Mother Theresa
suggested that we should walk in other
people's shoes, ie. gain an u
nderstanding of the people around us :
their successes, their hurts, their failures,
way of life and develop an empathy,
deeper love and awareness of both our
current brothers and sisters in Christ as
well as our potential brothers and sisters
in Christ.

So where does this call to mission leave
mainstream church?



CONTACT

26

FAITH SHARING

Many have feared the church will die as
they have observed buildings being
closed.

This is a false belief. The positive

aspect is that the few people with the
millstone around their necks to keep a
building going, are now set free from that
burden, able to join a thriving, growing
congregation whilst the money from the
sale of the building is invested in imagi-
native ways to increase God's kingdom
rather than maintain bricks and mortar.
However, it is always wise not to ‘throw
the baby out with the bath water'. As
church, ie. a gathering of people, we can
be instrumental in enabling people to not
only find Christ and commit their lives to
Him, but also grow and become
disciples / fully devoted followers of
Christ. Having a building to resource
such mission on various levels is an
absolute gift.

At LMC,we have many people working
behind the scenes to maintain the
upkeep of a very demanding building.
Similarly, we have many people who
work out their Christianity by creating
groups for people to enjoy one another's
company and to grow in their faith. All
such action, both maintenance and
mission, helps to fulfill our call to ‘Link
Lives Through Jesus'. A building without
people would be useless and outreach
work without a building wouldn't be
useless but would be more of a
challenge for creating community. A key
point made on the 'Called to Serve'
course was that one of the factors
needed for a healthy church is the notion
of teamwork and a deep appreciation of
one another, whatever our role might be.

Maria Gough

1 Chronicles contains a verse which
states 'Whatever you do, do it as unto
the Lord and not unto people'. Our
doing does not earn our salvation or
make us better people because it is by
grace that we have been saved but
rather, we do, in order to please God as
an expression of our love for him and
an appreciation of what He has done for
us, not least John 3:16.

Finally, these are the words from 1
Peter 4 : 8-11. Living for God : Above
all, love each other deeply because love
covers over a multitude of sins. Offer
hospitality to one another without
grumbling. Each one should use
whatever gift they have received to
serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in its various forms. If
anyone speaks, they should do it as on
e speaking the very words of God. If
anyone serves, they should do it with
the strength God provides, so that in all
things God may be praised through
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory'.

Thank you to all involved in both
maintenance and mission; enabling
faith sharing at LMC to happen. Our
most recent venture was Alpha and we
thank God for being with us in very
special ways as we met together. An
'off-spin’ from that course is that Alpha
is going to take place in the
International Aid Trust offices from
Feb-May.Please support us in prayer
for this.

As ever, do feel free to mention any
Faith Sharing ideas with me
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NOTICES

EASTER WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday - 5th April

9.00a.m. : Rev. Joan Verity (Early Communion)
10.30a.m. : Rev. Mark Slaney (Parade / All Age)
6.30p.m. : LMC Choir evening of music

Maundy Thursday - 9th April

7.30p.m. : Last Supper Communion Service
followed by a film in the coffee bar

Good Friday - 10th Apiril

Ecumenical walk of withess
9.00a.m. at the Greek Orthodox Church, Leyland Lane to
St. Andrew's for a service at around 10.30a.m.

Easter Sunday 12th Apiril

8.30a.m. Early Communion at Lostock Hall
10.30a.m. : Rev. Phil (Easter Communion Celebration)
6.30p.m. : Joint Easter evening worship at Bamber Bridge
Methodist Church
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PUBTalk

now at the "RAILWAY" monthly on a Monday
7.00p.m. for food (all you can eat buffet for £5)
8.00p.m. PUBTalk event

Dates
March 16th, April 20th, May 18th
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LMC "Band of Brothers" Comedy Night
(Men only event)
Wednesday 18th March
St. Mary's Priory Club






