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MINISTER’S MESSAGE Revd. Phil Gough
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Let us be amongst those who bring
"faith, hope and love" into the lives
of our neighbours and friends and
all the world.

2008/9 is also the year Leyland will
begin to catch up with Lostock Hall
in aiming towards "Eco-
Congregation" status. This is a
whole church effort, as we all need
to play our part in reducing waste,
conserving energy, and caring for
the planet.

Holiday Bible Club this year
focussed on a "Beach Party" and
the Be-attitudes : Be obedient, Be
kind, Be forgiving, Be bold and
Be-lieve. As we watched around 30
children / young people pray a
prayer of commitment at the end of
the week (more nurturing required
over the months and years ahead),
we might do well to adopt these
"attitudes" across the church(es),
and seek a year of obedience,
kindness, forgiveness, boldness
and wholehearted trust and belief in
God.

Stephen Poxon, our N. Lancs.
District Chairman, is now President
of Conference for the year (the
figure-head leadership position for
Methodism nationally), and he has
chosen the text for this year's
membership card.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

As the new church year begins, and
the Goughs look forward to a fifth
year at Leyland and Lostock Hall,
the Phillips's start their fourth, and
we welcome Matt, Helen and
Taliyah Lawley-Brown (Matt as the
new Youth Ministry Coordinator for
LMC / the District), there is so much
for which to have "FAITH", "HOPE"
and "LOVE".

We begin a preaching / teaching
series at LMC, which I'm certain
we'll be sharing at Lostock Hall,
which comes from the end of St.
Paul's amazing words about love in
1 Corinthians 13 :  "And now these
three remain / abide : faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of
these is love".

In this year, branded HOPE '08, it is
vital that we address some of the
main issues facing individuals and
families today, so we will be
partnering with agencies like "Care
for the Family" to addess key family
issues over the coming weeks, and
"Christians against Poverty" who
help people to live debt-free lives (a
huge area of need in our
communities currently).
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"MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU,
FOR MY POWER IS MADE PERFECT

IN WEAKNESS"
2 Cor. 12 v. 9

As we journey into 2008/9, God has already provided all we need to
thrive for Him.  May we step confidently, and expectantly into the new
year with "FAITH, HOPE and LOVE" filling us and guiding us daily in all
we do.

Yours, in Christ,

Rev. Phil.

I hope you enjoy reading this “bumper” edition of CONTACT, and get a
flavour of all that God is doing in the lives of our members and friends,
not least through courses like ALPHA, DISCIPLE, CALLED TO SERVE,
FUSION.  Maybe it will inspire you to consider trying one out !!


