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1 CONTACT

MINISTER'S MESSAGE

Dear friends,

Welcome to our "summer" edition of
CONTACT 2009. We hope you find the
articles stimulating and encouraging as
we consider how God is moving amongst
us.

| have been deeply encouraged and
challenged by the series on Daniel, and
how relevent the subjects have been to
crises in our nation and world - global re-
cession, MP's expenses, the need for
Daniel-like courage in our secular
society.

A huge THANK YOU to the MADMob for
a fantastic production of "The

Mystery of the Missing Man" -
outstanding script, direction, music and
performances, all with the wonderful
message of God's purpose and plan and
His presence with us, helping us in every
situation.

As we move on, the story of Eli and of
young Samuel in the temple, hearing the
voice of God but not recognising it imme-
diately has also challenged me, as we
seek to be a people who hear the voice
of God and respond to His call so........

we are about to embark upon a new se-
ries in our worship life together -
"LISTENING TO GOD". Over the
months of June and July, we'll explore
ways in which God might be speaking to
us, and how to discern what God is say-
ing. We need to experience this individu-
ally and as a congregation to be sure
we're on the right path.

BUCKSHAW VILLAGE
It excites me that the governing body for
the new Anglican / Methodist primary

Revd. Phil Gough

school to be built on Buckshaw Village
has met recently, and is beginning the
work of seeing this vision become a
reality. Please pray for wisdom in all the
decisions, and that everything would
work towards providing excellent
education and opportunities for the
children on Buckshaw. Pray also for our
working together with other churches on
our outreach, mission and service of the
community within Buckshaw.

WORSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Thank you to everyone who has
completed the form requesting feed-
back on how we might continue to
develop our worship life. God is
certainly leading us into new
experiences, and we pray, again, that
we might keep in step with what God is
saying to us. If you've not yet given us
your responses, please do so in the
next few days....you can do it online at
ww.leylandmethodist.org.uk

HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB

"Wastewatchers" promises to be a
fantastic week (July 27th - 31st), and
we hope you have heard our request for
more helpers, and that our

children and young people get booked
in quickly (as it fills up very
quickly)....the scripture union material
takes us on a journey of discovering
creation and new creation in Jesus. Do
join the team if you can.

A BIG THANK YOU....

to those who are moving on from
responsibilities they've held for a good
number of years - Chris Caunce, Dave
Travers and Julie Weaver
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MINISTER'S MESSAGE Revd. Phil Gough

as they finish their time as Church Stewards; Joan Eagle and Kathryn Taylor as
they finish with Anchor Boys, and Sarah Allchurch as she ceases to lead the
Guides. Jean Damp and the team in the Circuit Office as they end their long
commitment to that task of service to all the churches in the Circuit.

Also to the Choir, who, as | hope you already know, have made the
courageous decision to cease being a choir....may each person know God's
blessing and peace, and a freeing up to focus on other things.

To all - your time and talents have served us well and your commitment has
been truly appreciated - thank you.

June is one of my favourite months... okay, it's my birthday month, but it's also
the month of Wimbledon, of strawberries and cream - anyone for tennis? We
may manage to show some of the tennis on the screen in the coffee bar during
Wimbledon fortnight if anyone's interested in watching it together ?

The poster reminds me that God's love is "for all". A reminder also, of our
Methodist (Wesleyan) assertion that :

All need to be saved.

All can be saved

All can know that they are saved
All can be saved to the uttermost
(the four "alls" of Methodism)

Have a wonderful summer. May
God's richest blessings be
yours!  Phil
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YOUTHWORKER

So this is my chance to bring you
a very brief update of some of
the things I've been up to re-
cently in Leyland as Youth Work
Co-ordinator.

Two new initiatives for our young
people to get involved in have
just started as | write this.

benaiahis taking place on some
Sunday afternoons between 2
and 4pm and is an opportunity
for young people aged 11 and
over to come along with their in-
struments or voices to learn new
songs and prepare for opportuni-
ties to lead worship. Our first
session took place on Sunday
17" May and we had 6 people
who attended. The first thing we
are working towards is ‘Xcite’. A
joint worship event for young
people from the churches of
South Ribble. The young people
will be involved in presenting,
worship leading, technical opera-
tion and preaching at this event
on 7™ June.

Matt Lawley-Brown

They are also going to be leading our
evening worship in the evening on
Sunday 21° June on the theme of
‘Creating Space - to listen to God'.

| am also hoping that we can create the
opportunity for alternative worship to
take place alongside our main worship
services on Sunday mornings during
August and involve the young people in
running some of these. WATCH THIS
SPACE!

RISE 153also began on Sunday 17"
May and is a breakfast club running
from 9 - 10:15am. We share breakfast
together, play games and spend some
time in Bible study and prayer. My
prayer for both these initiatives is that
they provide an opportunity for our
young people to connect as a
community with each other and take the
opportunity to get more involved in the
life of the church.

Two more fairly recent developments in
the youth ministry of LMC have included
the launch of ‘the club cafe’ which is a
less formal youth club setting which we
pray the young people of Leyland will
start to attend more regularly.

Numbers have been a concern on
Friday evenings so we would really
appreciate your prayers for the local
young people and the leaders involved
in running all of our youth work
provision.
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YOUTHWORKER

The culture of youth clubs which
we used to know and love has
changed dramatically over the last
3-5 years.

Whereas young people used to
find community and grow up in
more organised youth club set-
tings, most of their development
outside of school or college takes
place on the street or in the home
with friends. It is very difficult to
encourage young people with no
connection to the church to come
along and access what is on offer.
While the culture is this way we
have to rethink how we engage
with the young people who aren’t
coming along to church.

This has begun to happen through
partnership working with Fusion -
Youth and Community. | have
been privileged and challenged to
be involved in doing some de-
tached youth work on the streets of
Leyland on a Friday evening over
the past couple of months. It has
been a challenge for me to commit
to working until nearly 11:30pm
some nights knowing that | will not
get home until after midnight.

Matt Lawley-Brown

However, through being out on the
streets and just chatting to some of
the young people who hang around
near the Civic centre and Tesco has
really opened my eyes. All of the
ones | have spoken to have been
very friendly and welcoming.

We are getting unique opportunities
to meet the young people where
they are by choice and be accepted
as part of the wider community.
There have even been a couple of
young people who have gone along
to other Fusion events and have
moved closer towards knowing God
personally.

More and more | believe we need to
engage with every part of our local
community by being out in the
community like Jesus was and
meeting people’s needs like Jesus
did and wants to through us. In a
nutshell there is lots going on in
terms of Leyland youth work for
both those involved in church and
those who are not. Let’s pray that
God is glorified through the work
and that people come to know HIM
personally as Lord and Saviour!
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ALPHA

About 18 months ago | started to attend
LMC, soon after | was approached by
Mabel and asked if | would like to do the

“Big Picture”. | didn’t really know what to

expect as | hadn’t been involved in a
“home group” since 1984 after | had
given my life to the Lord at a Billy Gra-
ham rally at Anfield.

I needn’t have worried — it was only a
small group — four plus Mabel! It was a
great introduction to get back into ex-

ploring the bible as well as making some

new friends too.

After the Big Picture had finished | was
asked if I would like to take part in the
Alpha Course. After giving it some
thought and consideration | decided that
| would go along and see what it was all
about. So in September along with all
the members of my Big Picture group
plus a few others we set off on our
journey.... with Maria as our course
leader.

One of the reason's why | think Alpha
worked for me was meeting new

people in a non threatening
environment and | didn't need to have
my guard up - | was "allowed" to be just
me which has been quite an exhilarating
experience and | suppose a voyage of
self discovery too.

Week by week we explored the various
topics and it was a great opportunity for
me to ask all those questions that | had
previously thought silly or worry about
what others might think.

Alison Hammerton

Everyone was so supportive and
encouraging. | soon gained a new
found confidence and looked forward
to Wednesday nights — even looking
up and researching what we were
going to be doing the next week.

For the first time in many years | felt
truly alive and could feel my relation-
ship with the Lord growing. In Alpha
we shared laughter, tears, good food
and good company too!!

Big thanks must go to Maria for being
such a wonderful and encouraging
course leader, Brenda who couldn’t
keep away and all the other guests
including a guy named Phill and
finally to all those Wednesday evening
Alpha Bods — you know who you are!!

Roll on a few weeks; - Maria
suggested the possibility of running an
Alpha course at International Aid Trust
for staff and volunteers alike. After
discussion and prayer we decided to
go forit... As | write this we will be
having our last meeting tomorrow.
This would not have been possible
without the weekly guests, all those
who have given us prayer and sup-
port, Carl Gidney at Hesketh Bank
Christian Centre for a truly amazing
“away day”, Maria for her guidance,
wisdom and overseeing the group and
most of all for those who decided to
give Alpha “a go”.

Following is testimony from one of the
course members — it speaks for
itself....
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ALPHA

My name is Alan and | am 57 year old
and have spent the majority of my time
denying the existence of God. | was a
severely abused child and grew up to
be a bitter and twisted person living by
my own rules, which often resulted in
me being imprisoned for one crime or
another. | am at present serving a life
sentence for murder; | am now 14
years into my sentence and in an open
prison.

For the last 8 months | have been
working for International Aid Trust
whilst being on day release from
prison. There | met and continue to
meet many good Christian people —
three or four in particular have a
special aura about them when they
speak of Jesus. They often tried to
witness to me — my answer was “I
respect your decision to believe,
please afford me the same respect not
to believe”. Over the months I've
become good friends with these
people. | have been accepted for who
I am not judged for my past or my
crimes. This is the first time in my life
that | have been accepted. I've found
my first home at International Aid, so
when they invited me to join in an
Alpha course | accepted the invitation,
but with reservations, little did | know
that | was to meet someone on the
course that would completely change
the course of my life.

Alison Hammerton

The person | met was Jesus. Two
weeks into the course | really felt that
someone was knocking at the door, but
refused to acknowledge it, | kept
resisting. One of the weeks we had a
different venue, Maria had set the
room, there was a small wooden cross
on a table, on each side there was a
bowl of water and on the floor were
many pebbles. For some reason | felt
guite emotional. Maria said that the
pebbles represented anything we
wanted them to, and that we could take
a pebble or more to put at the foot of
the cross and leave whatever it
represented there. One or two people
did this as | sat and watched them. All
of a sudden | felt that | truly belonged.
| got up and knelt at the cross and
found the biggest pebble and placed it
at the foot of the cross. That pebble
was my past sins. | prayed, “Jesus
please forgive me and take my life and
do with it what you will”. | suddenly felt
the urge to wash, | moved to the bowl
of water and washed my head, got up
and went back to my seat and cried
like a baby.

Well | am a baby, a 7 week old baby in
Christ Jesus. | now start every day
with Jesus. | read my bible every
morning and during the day if | have a
chance. | testify to what Jesus is doing
in my life. I am 57 years of age and my
life has just started HALLELUJAH!
Thank you Jesus for dying for my sins,
thank you Jesus that you have come to
live with me, and thank you Jesus for
making me part of your family. ’
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C. Carol Eccles

=
*

/)

Hi, before | write anything else | must
applaud the Leaders and cast of Mad
Mob, in fact give them a long awaited
standing ovation for once again
another excellent show ‘The Mystery
of The Missing Man’. | must share
some of the comments that | heard
during the week, ‘what a brilliant
show’, ‘best one yet’, ‘fantastic’ ......
So well done to you all. We eagerly
await the next one.

Little Fishes

A plea on behalf of this group. They
are desperate for helpers on a Mon-
day afternoon from 1.15pm to 3.15pm
to help serve drinks and wash up 1
week in 4. If anyone can spare the
time please let me know or just drop
in and speak to one of the leaders
who will be very glad to see you.

Club Sunday

The various groups are enjoying a
number of activities as they run up to
the summer break.

Although Club Sunday don’t meet
during the summer, there may be
plans for something to be available
on a Sunday morning and this will be
advertised through the notices. Just
recently, the group put together a
constitution which is a requirement
when applying for grants etc.

Many thanks for the time and effort that
was spent on achieving this.

Uniformed Organisations

The guiding association is due to start
celebrating 100 years of guiding with
events starting in September 2009 and
running through to October 2010. 1 will
keep you posted on the various events in
later editions.

Although, you might have already noticed
how colourful the group leaders are
looking at the moment with the new
bright neckerchiefs - these are part of the
celebration.

Rainbows

On behalf of the church, could | please
welcome back Barbara from her recent
sick absence and add a big thank you to
Helen for standing in for her.

Brownies

The group is running well and five brown-
ies have recently been promoted up to
guides. They are Jessica Coyne, Jessica
Ashcroft, Erin Higson, Abbie Nunnerley
and Niamh Forsyth-Grover.

Guides

At the end of the summer term, guides
are going to lose one of their leaders,
Sarah Allchurch who, after seven years
service as a guide leader and after much
deliberation, has decided to stand down.

On behalf of the church, may | take this
opportunity to thank Sarah for her com-
mitment over the past years, although
she’s not leaving us entirely - Sarah has
offered her services along with her mum,
Susan, to go on the créche rota.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.

Sarah’s replacement, Kath Livesey,

will take up her post when the group
recommences in September. Thank
you, Kath, for accepting this position.

Anchor Boys

Are also going to lose both their
leaders as they close for the summer
break, they are Joan Eagle, after ten
plus years service, and Kathryn
Taylor, after five years service.
Again, can | extend the thanks of the
church to you both for your commit-
ment over the years. As yet, no-one
has come forward to take up these
positions, so if anyone feels they
would like to give it a go or knows
someone interested then please give
me a ring and | will put you in touch
with the Brigade leader, John
Procter.

BB Junior/Company

Both sections are running OK at the
moment. The Junior section recently
went to the North West District
Centre at Treales to compete along
with thirty other sections from the
North West in various events. Our
boys did well - they came 3™ in both
the Five a Side Football and Crystal
Maze Events. Also in April, the
section was taken ice skating.
ClubZone

Is going strong at the moment with a
healthy membership. They were in-
vited by Mad Mob on the Tuesday
evening to the final dress rehearsal
to watch the show, along with the
other groups.

Carol Eccles

The Club/Club Café

The club has been relaunched as the
Club Cafe from May. Itis run on a café
style basis where the young people can
call in to have a drink and something to
eat (see Matt’s article for more informa-
tion). Many thanks to Kathy Lamb for
her time spent in running the ‘The Club’.
Kathy had decided to spend her time
concentrating on other areas. The
others leaders are continuing to support
Matt.

Could | please ask that everyone prays
for the above groups, their current lead-
ers and members and that we especially
pray for new leaders to come forward to
enable the Anchor Boys section to con-
tinue past the Summer of 2009 and also
that we can attract new members to join

Club Cafe.

And finally, could | please take this
opportunity to thank everyone for their
time given in supporting these groups.
May | also offer you a restful summer
break, returning in September fully
refreshed and ready for action.

Help Needed

Although the groups are running well at
the moment, | am aware that extra
helpers are needed in certain areas. As
Co-ordinator, one of my tasks is to
ensure that all groups have enough
helpers to assist the leaders in the run-
ning of their group. | hope, therefore, to
try and drum up enough support from
willing volunteers who feel they can
spare a little of their time to help out in
one of the areas listed on the next page.
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CHILDREN/YOUTH WORK at L.M.C.

GROUP TIME

Little Fishes 13.15-15.15

Rainbows 16.30 - 17.30

Brownies 18.00 — 19.30

Guides 19.30-21.00

ClubZone 19.00 — 21.00

Anchor Boys 18.00 — 19.00

BB Junior 18.45 - 20.15

Company 19.30 - 21.30

Senior

Club Cafe 19.30-21.30

Creche )

Sunday

Club Sunday

During the morning service

Carol Eccles
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NOTICE/ADVERTISEMENT

DO YOU LIKE HAVING COFFEE AFTER THE
SUNDAY SERVICE?

ARE YOU ENERGETIC AND LOOKING TO BE PART
OF A TEAM?

ROTA, ONCE EVERY EIGHT WEEKS. MAKE SOME-
ONE HAPPY AND GIVE YOUR NAME TO CHRISTINE
CAUNCE WHO WILL GLADLY PUT YOUR NAME ON

IF SO PUT YOUR NAME DOWN TO GO ON COFFEE
THE ROTA STARTING FROM SEPTEMBER 2009! .

REMEMBER IF THERE IS NO COFFEE ROTA, THERE
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THOUGHTS OF THE DAY Colin Mansfield

He said, "Then you see how every student well-trained in God's kingdom is like
the owner of a general store who can put his hands on anything you need, old
or new, exactly when you need it." Matt 13:52 (MSG)

The following 'texts of the day' coincided with my reading of the above passage
on the morning of 29th April 2009 Consider how great things He hath done
for you. 1 Samuel 12:24

Thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty
years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was
in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. Thou
shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the
LORD thy God chasteneth thee.

I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast
afflicted me. It is good for me that | have been afflicted; that | might learn thy
statutes. Before | was afflicted | went astray: but now have | kept thy word. —
The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.
— He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according to our
iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy to-
ward them that fear him. He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are
dust. Deuteronomy 8:2,5. Psalm 119:75,71,67. Psalm 118:18. Psalm
103:10,11,14.

—Daily Light on the Daily Path
But | beg of you, fear GOD and worship him honestly and heartily. You've seen
how greatly he has worked among you! 1 Sam 12:24 (MSG)

1 A thanksgiving psalm—On your feet now—applaud GOD!

2 Bring a gift of laughter, sing yourselves into his presence.

3 Know this: GOD is God, and God, GOD. He made us; we didn't make him.
We're his people, his well-tended sheep.

4 Enter with the password: "Thank you!" Make yourselves at home, talking
praise. Thank him. Worship him.

5 For GOD is sheer beauty, all-generous in love, loyal always and ever.

Psalms 100:1-5 (MSG)

So Jesus said to them, “That is why every scribe who has become a disciple of
the kingdom of heaven is like a home owner. He brings new and old things out
of his treasure chest.” Matt 13:52 (GW)
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STEWARDSHP CAMPAIGN/THE CHOIR

Stewardship Campaign 2010 — 2013

It may seem a long way in the future, but a new Stewardship Team has been
set up and they are starting to plan for the next Stewardship Campaign. It's all
about finding out how we can use our God-given resources to accomplish God'’s
objectives? But first, how do we define those God-given resources?

Tithes or Treasure (How do we use our financial resources?). Last time, just
under three years ago, we were looking for pledges to cover £85,000 per
annum to run our church and meet our Circuit obligations. The costs will have
gone up since then. So I guess we will be looking for a larger figure, yet to be
calculated. But will the credit crunch affect the giving?

Time & Talents (How do we use our special skills and abilities?) Is it all ‘my
time’ or do we devote time to prayer, teaching in Club Sunday, helping with the
Boys Brigade, serving on Church Committees, Pastoral visiting, maintaining our
Property, working in the Fairtrade Shop/Cafe or whatever?

The real question for each of us should be “Which resources does God want ME
to focus on?”

In the meantime, please pray for the Stewardship Team and put Saturday, 27"
February, 2010, in your diaries when we plan to launch the next Stewardship
Campaign with a Fellowship Meal..

Archie Whymark
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IAT and LMC Brian King
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FAIRTRADE THANKS Lesley Whymark

“Thank you for going the Extra Mile with us in 2008.
Your total purchases from April 2008 to March 2009
were £2561.95.”
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REACHING OUT IN MIND Sylvie Phillips

Recently | attended a fascinating
weekend Conference, bearing the above
title. A good overview later appeared on
the website of Eden People, a group
which offers training for creative mission
in various contexts, from music festivals
to mind, body and spirit events:

“Last week 70 practitioners involved in
ministries to spiritual seekers and the
New Spiritualities gathered from
different streams — Anglican, Baptist,
Methodist, alternative worship and
charismatic — some say it was the
largest gathering in the world for this type
of ministry, let alone the UK. Hosted by
Church Army and Journey into Whole-
ness, delegates gathered in Sheffield to
hear insights from those who are key
players in supporting and equipping new
forms of ministry and mission to spiritual
seekers.”

As part of an MA in Mission (Emerging
Church) course at Cliff College, | and my
fellow students have been encouraged to
research new spiritualities. These are no
longer the domain of the ‘New Age hippy’
type, but attract ordinary people from
every walk of life. Churches are waking
up to the fact that we need to discover
common ground for dialogue with such
seekers, listen respectfully to their stories
and hopefully win permission to share our
stories and experiences of Christ.

Atfter all, Christianity became
established in the first place by
engaging with those who had very
different — often pagan — worldviews,
such as St. Paul's encounters with
the Greeks in Athens.

Hence a number of church groups
across the country regularly have
stands at ‘Mind, Body and Spirit’ fairs
or offer their own alternative — a
Christian Spirituality event with
opportunities to explore dream inter-
pretation, meditation, etc. from a
Christian perspective.

Nick Moxon, our District Evangelism
Enabler, has met with a few of us as
a first step towards establishing a
District Group which can advise
churches who are building such
links. | am also hoping to develop an
encounter group meeting in a neutral
location to explore the many varie-
ties of spiritual experiences people
are reporting today. Is the Holy
Spirit at work in them?

If you think any of this is an area
which might hold some interest for
you (even if it is completely new to
you) please arrange to meet with me
for an informal chat.

If you have had particular
experiences yourself, which may be
difficult to share in a church context,
I would also value speaking with you
confidentially.
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FIVE CORE VALUES Colin Mansfield

Five Core Value s

Five core values that are worth living and dying for:

1. Loyalty to Christ and the Bible

A commitment to follow Christ through uncompromising obedience to His Word.
Like two wheels on a bicycle, loyalty to Christ and the Scriptures work in
tandem. "Lord to whom (else) shall we go? You have the words of eternal

life." (John 6:68b)

2. Commitment to the Great Commission

Partnering with God in winning the lost and discipling the saved:

"Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the
age." (Matthew 28:19, 20)

3. Faith in the Promises of God

God has given us His "great and precious promises, so that through them you
may participate in the divine nature." (2 Peter 1:4)

The promises of God are foundational to our faith, giving us hope and the ability
to believe God for the furtherance of His Kingdom. Without the promises, we
end in despair.

4. Vision for Spiritual Reproduction

Investing your life in that of another. Christ invested in The Twelve.

Paul invested in Timothy: "The things you have heard me say... entrust to reli-
able men who will also be qualified to teach others also.” (2 Timothy 2:2) Dr.
Frank Labauch used the phrase, "Each one teach one."

5. Practice of Spiritual Disciplines

* Abiding in Christ. (John 15:5)

» Obedience to the Word of God. (John 14:21)

* Intake of God's Word through reading, hearing, meditation, memorization and
study. (John 8:31, 32)

» Speaking to God through Prayer. (Luke 18:1)

« Sharing your life through Fellowship with others. (Hebrews 10:24, 25)

» Witnessing: Sharing with others what you have seen of Christ. (1 John 1:3)

—Facts of the Matter — Bible Explorer
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BAD SPELLERS UNITE Stuart Cobham

A little boy was overheard
praying:

'Lord, if you can't make me a bet-
ter boy, don't worry about it. I'm
having a real good time like | am.'
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BAD SPELLERS UNITE Stuart Cobham

one asks the other....

do you believe in Cod?
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PRAYER DIARY

Dr. Judson’s success in prayer is at-
tributable to the fact that he gave
much time to prayer. He says on this
point: “Arrange thy affairs, if possible,
so that thou canst

leisurely devote two or three hours
every day not merely to devotional
exercises but to the very act of
secret prayer and communion with
God. Endeavor seven times a day to
withdraw from business and company
and lift up thy soul to God in private
retirement. Begin the day by rising
after midnight and devoting some
time amid the silence and darkness of
the night to this sacred work. Let the
hour of opening dawn find thee at the
same work. Let the hours of nine,
twelve, three, six, and nine at night
witness the same. Be resolute in his
cause. Make all practicable sacrifices
to maintain it. Consider that thy time
is short, and that business and com-
pany must not be allowed to rob thee
of thy God.”

Impossible, say we, fanatical
directions! Dr. Judson impressed an
empire for Christ and laid the
foundations of God’s kingdom with
imperishable granite in the heart of
Burmah.

Seth Asiaw

He was successful, one of the few
men who mightily impressed the
world for Christ. Many men of greater
gifts and genius and learning than he
have made no such impression; their
religious work is like footsteps in the
sands, but he has engraven his work
on the adamant. The secret of its pro-
fundity and endurance is found in the
fact that he gave time to prayer. He
kept the iron red-hot with prayer, and
God’s skill fashioned it with enduring
power.

No man can do a great and enduring
work for God who is not a man of
prayer, and no man can be a man of
prayer who does not give much time
to praying.

Is it true that prayer is simply the
compliance with habit, dull and
mechanical? A petty performance into
which we are trained till tameness,
shortness, superficiality are its chief
elements? “Is it true that prayer is, as
is assumed, little else than the half-
passive play of sentiment which flows
languidly on through the minutes or
hours of easy reverie?” Canon Liddon
continues: “Let those who have really
prayed give the answer.

[from Examples of Praying Men|]
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NEWS FROM THE INFANT SCHOOL

Dear All,

| am writing this article from ‘Cloud
Nine’ where | and the rest of the
staff team and Governors have
been since our recent Ofsted and
Church School inspection. Due to
the fantastic team we have and the
wonderful, enthusiastic children, we
have received a grading of
‘outstanding’ for both inspections!
You will appreciate why we are on
‘Cloud Nine’! My thanks go to
everyone who made this brilliant
result possible.

Many activities have been
happening in school. One of the re-
cent highlights has been a
‘Gardening Day’ for pupils in Year
One. Many parents and
grandparents came into school to
help with this and the children not
only learned a lot but, and just as
importantly, really enjoyed
themselves. They built willow
structures, a scarecrow, planted
seeds and plants and decorated
pots, to name just a few activities.

Thank you to the Year One staff
who did a great job of organizing
this day and to the parents and
grandparents who were able to
come along and help.

A ‘Healthy Living Week’ was held
that focussed on teaching the
children all about keeping clean,
staying safe, eating healthily and
the benefits of exercise. As well as
visits from the School Nurse and
Sports coaches, we also organized
a visit from the ‘Life Education
Bus’. This was with us for two days
and enabled every child to attend a
session on the bus led by a
teacher on an aspect of keeping
healthy and safe. The sessions are
very practical and add value to our
existing Personal, Social and
Health Education provision.
Parents were also invited to visit
the bus and speak to the teacher
leading the sessions.

Please come along and support
our annual Summer Fair, held
jointly with the Junior School and
Tiddlywinks Nursery, on Saturday
13" June from 12pm until 3pm.

Heather Whyte
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FINANCE COMMITTEE Peter Wright

| prepared an article for the last
edition of ‘Contact’ but though it
was emailed to the Editor it

got lost and is probably still in
Cyber Space.

The story of the re-roofing of the
Youth & Community Centre is
slowly passing into history but
the financial repercussions are
still with us. The cost in the
sum of £34,000 has been set-
tled but this has led to us facing
a difficult an on-going period as
we seek to maintain an
adequate cash flow to meet our
current financial commitments,
BUT we are getting there.
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My Committee is most grateful to the
many Church Organisations who have
responded to the appeal for help made
by the Church Council. Also we thank
those who have made personal
contributions to the cause.

We anticipate a struggle to keep our
heads above water until we receive
the benefit of all your Gift Aid
contributions for the tax year 2008/09.
In this connection | am pleased to
acknowledge the receipt of a £10,000
interest free loan from the Circuit.

As | reported in my last contribution to
‘Contact’ Leysa Kopciowski had
intimated her wish to resign as our
Treasurer. Since that time due
consultations have taken place and as
a result Leysa has now handed over
the task to her successor. It would be
very remiss of me not to pay a
fulsome tribute to Leysa and the
tremendous contribution she has
made whilst holding that office.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE

During the 1988 Stewardship
Campaign Leysa offered her
talents to the Finance Committee,
an offer which was eagerly
accepted. Following the 2001
Campaign, when the previous
incumbent has completed the
normal Methodist practice of six
years in office, she offered to take
over as Treasurer. This she did in
September 2001 and so has
completed eight years of dedi-
cated service in what must be one
of the most important offices in
any Church.

The annual turn over in our
accounts is close to £150,000.
Leysa has discharged her
responsibility for this amount of
money most efficiently and always
to the satisfaction of the auditor.
The accounts are always
presented clearly, and together
with her explanations, in a way
that the lesser endowed members
of our committee can understand.
She guided us through the mini
financial crises that followed the
2004 Stewardship Campaign and
also saw the D.A.A. project of Lift
provision and refurbished toilets to
a satisfactory conclusion.

Peter Wright

In the last twelve months we
have been required to register,
as a Church, with the Charity
Commissions instead of coming
under the umbrella of the
Methodist Church centrally.
Leysa has acted on our behalf in
this exercise. | will leave you to
guess how much work and form
filling this has entailed.

| know | write on behalf of the
whole Church Community in ex-
pressing sincere thanks to Leysa
for a job well done in His service
and, personally, | am pleased to
know that her wise counsel may
continue to be available to our
committee.

Leysa, you will be a hard act to
follow but | know the Finance
Committee have every confi-
dence that in Bryan Noon we
have just the man for the job.
Thank you Bryan for taking on
this role, we look forward to
working with you.

Peter Wright
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EXPLORER BELT Andrew Hammerton
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CRUNCH TIME

It's crunch time. Yes there’s a credit
crunch but there is also an
environmental crunch happening at
the same time, which affects every
living being in the world.

In April, | attended an ‘environmental’
event at Morecambe URC when |
heard a member of the Green Party
say ‘| wonder why it has taken the
churches so long to embrace
environmental issues’. | now put this
guestion to each of you. Are we still a
nation that places more importance on
consumerism than the environment in
which we live?.

Eco-Congregation aims to encourage
churches to consider environmental
issues within a Christian context and
enable local churches to make positive
contributions in their life and mission. It
seems important to consider a
statement in the sustainability pledge
which the Church Council signed up to
in September 2008:

Jean Lyons

“As a Church Council we pledge to
encourage the Church family to
take the issue of sustainability seri-
ously. We will actively seek to do
this by involving all ages of our faith
community to encompass
environmental, social and economic
issues within their spirituality”.

This means that each person could
have part to play in LMC

becoming an Eco-Congregation.
This maybe something you could
consider in light of the stewardship
campaign 2010-2013.

| was encouraged to become the
Eco-Coordinator for LMC last
September after helping Lostock
Hall become an Eco-Congregation.
| was only too glad to be of service
but emphasised that it would only
be for twelve months as | hoped
that environmental issues would by
then be being embraced by all min-
istry areas within LMC. This means
that | will be stepping down at the
end of August 2009. | thank every-
one who has supported me in this
role and hope that there are those
who feel called to help LMC in its
mission to become an
Eco-Congregation, and will
willingly talk to anyone who may be
interested in finding out more.

Jean Lyon
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FAITH SHARING

=

Leyland still proves to be a very easy
place to be compared to others, in
which the Christian faith can be shared.
We have recently seen another
excellent MadMob production, during
which the story of Daniel's courage and
trust in God was wonderfully portrayed.

As we bring these Bible stories up to
date, it is healthy to apply them to our
own lives and receive the gentle
challenges, guidance and assurance
that God communicates to us.

Recent faith sharing news is that we
now have a faith sharing library at
LMC. It would be a pleasure to make
this accessible to members at Lostock
Hall too. Books, CDs and DVDs are
available on loan (free of charge) to all
members and regular attendees.
Alison Hammerton and Jean Bennett
are making these resources available
on the first and third Sundays each
month. Owen Wheeler is also helping
to develop a young people's library and
it is encouraging to see how many
items have already been borrowed.

At the time of writing, LMC is teaming
up with the leaders representing Street
Pastors in Preston.

Maria Gough

Street Pastors was launched as a
result of Hope '08 which united the
churches locally and nationally. South
Ribble is now being visited and many
have expressed interest in becoming
involved and being trained to walk the
streets of Leyland on a Friday/
Saturday night once a month.

It is also hoped that a 'Start' course for
men will be arranged during the next
year. This helps enquirers to consider
God and air any questions/opinions in
a relaxed, safe environment. Later,
this will hopefully be followed by an
Alpha course for men. This will be an
opportunity for inviting husbands,
partners, relatives, and friends to hear
about 'what Christianity really is
about'. (For instance, many are under
the impression that Christianity is all
about going to church and doing good
works in the hope of being accepted
into heaven).

Please do not hesitate to contact
myself or any of the leadership team if
you know of any men who would be
interested in either Start or Alpha.
(The courses will be facilitated by
men).

Finally, Phil, myself and the children
tried out a new Christian 'post Easter’
holiday called ECG. An excellent
Christian band called YFriday led us
in worship during the week;
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FAITH SHARING Maria Gough

Martyn Atkins, the General Secretary of the Methodist Church led us in
Bible study each morning and the evening worship events hosted
inspiring speakers from across the nation.

Jemma and Jonathan enjoyed their kids' clubs each day. By the end of the
week we had all been challenged and built up in our faith. It was good to see all
ages enjoying the week together and learning more about being disciples in the
21st century. For anyone interested, next year's ECG will be from April 6th-11th
at Llandudno. More details can be found on www.ecgevent.org.uk.

Finally, a reminder that all tracts and leaflets stored near the coffee bar
entrance are free to take and pass on to friends and family. As ever, do let me
know about any faith sharing ventures you would like to see

developed. 'you are a chosen people...belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy'.(1Peter 2:11).
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ECO CONGRETATION Jean Lyon

65 oak saplings were planted in March of this at three planting sites! The
saplings were grown by members across the whole of South Ribble Methodist
Circuit. The project was instigated in November 2006 as part of the Lostock
Hall Eco-Congregation project. So where were the saplings planted:

14 saplings were planted on 28"
Feb. at Donisthorpe, Leicestershire
as part of the National Forest ‘grow a
tree from seed’ campain. Here we
see Lizzie Gaskin from Lostock Hall
in action.

Angela Carr and | planted 8 saplings
in Greendale Wood, Grindleton on 7"
March. These were planted as part of
the Woodland Trust ‘Tree for All
campaign launched in 2004. Their
project aims to plant 12 million trees
— one for every child in the UK. At the
time we of planting they had
achieved the planting of 6 million
trees!! Here | am in action.

Finally over 40 saplings were planted
in Wigan Lodge Wood, Cuerden Val-
ley on 14™ March. These were
planted by 6 helpers from across the
circuit and 2 rangers. Here we see
one of the rangers helping our
youngest planter being watched by
Anne Forsyth.
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ECO CONGRETATION Jean Lyon

The weather was fine for each on the planting events and it was a
marvellous effort by the whole circuit! My thanks to all at LMC and
LHMC for their support.

Some of you at Leyland will have noticed work being done by Jeff
Whittle and John Nicolas. They have been busy insulating pipes and
fitting draft excluders as a result of a Sustainability Audit day we had
as the end of January 2009. This work will hopefully save energy next
winter which is good for the environment and will hopefully also be
good for LMC finances.

Hopefully you will all have noticed that we are featuring an ethical
product of the month in the notices. Please keep your eyes open for
each new product in the notices and in the shops. We do encourage
all of you to buy fair-trade and environmental friendly products
wherever and whenever you can.

Finally, 57 sets of notices are now being sent out by email, which
means that we are now printing 40 less. The notices have been
printed on recycled paper since last November. If you wish to receive
the notices by email then send an email to
opt-in@leylandmethodist.org.uk.

JEAN LYON, Eco-Coordinator, LMC
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OUR WEDDING

OUR WEDDING AT LMC (from Paul and Claire Schofield)

How blessed we both are and what a privilege to worship at, and to be a part
of Leyland Methodist Church. Right from the outset we have both felt loved
and welcomed at LMC.

We remember your "WOW" when we told you we were engaged and wanted
to be married at LMC!

Then came the marriage preparation classes - at first | thought after 43 years
of marriage | didn't need any preparation - how wrong can you be! The classes
which we took along with Mark & Naomi were terrific - we are even thinking of
having 'post marriage' reunions where we will be able to continue to share our
experiences!!

As for the wedding itself, it could not have been any better. All the prepara-
tions paid off - the rehearsal really helped settle our flower girl, ring bearer and
all the rest of us; so we could just relax and enjoy the day. And what a day it
was. Easter Sunday - probably the best day in the year to start a new life
together! April weather can be mixed but we were blessed with a wonderful
day; we were blessed by our friends and family who came to support us and
we were blessed by all the church members who came to give us their love
and support. As we said in the Church Notices the following Sunday:

"Paul & Claire feel it a privilege and a blessing to be members of LMC - you
have all made us feel so very welcome. We were deeply touched by your love
for us at our wedding on Easter Sunday and we want to thank you all for your
prayerful support on our special day - wow what a day to start a new life!!
Thank you."

During the service our soloist, Jim, remarked on the fact that he had never
been clapped in church before and that evening said how much he had
enjoyed the service and the love shown. At the reception the photographer
said that he had never experienced a service like it and when we said that he
must have been to many services he said that our wedding was the best he
had attended and assured us he was not joking! The videographers also
confirmed that it was the most enjoyable wedding that they had filmed and
there was a very special atmosphere (we believe it was the Lord) so we want
to thank all who came, all who showed love to a stranger, all who prayed for
us and supported us on the most important day of our lives.

With every blessing,
Paul & Claire
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THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP

By way of a change of programme
several members of Thursday
Fellowship were invited to introduce
their favourite hymn, this proved to be
a very interesting evening, and also
very musical. | was one of the fortu-
nate ones who were invited to reveal
my favourite hymn. It also gave me an
opportunity to cast my mind back for
many years, yes many wonderful
years when | first started to attend
Sunday school and church at Lostock
Hall in 1926 as a ten year old. Sunday
was a day to look forward to because
we had wonderful teachers who made
us feel well loved.

| attended Lostock Hall Council
School on weekdays and each day at
12 o’clock | ran to the Watch House at
Lostock Hall Spinning factory where |
collected a little wooden box with
about 6 (pint) cups with tealeaves in |
then ran home where my mum had
the kettle boiling on the fire, we filled
all the cups and then | returned at full
speed to the factory where | ran up
the stairs leaving off my clogs and
delivered the tea to one of the ladies,
for this | was paid one penny per day
per cup.

Each Christmas a party was held in
the schoolroom and a large Christmas
tree with tallow candles was placed in
front of the emergency door with sev-
eral buckets of water nearby. Fortu-
nately the tree never caught fire, only
decorations were placed on the tree,
the presents for the children were
safely in Father Christmas’s sack.

Bob Bannister

Within a short time two things occurred
which changed our family life, firstly my
father who was choir master accepted
the position of organist at Turpin Green
Methodist Church at Leyland and a very
soon after this we moved as a family
from Lostock Hall to 27 Stourton St off
London, Preston, this was a terraced
house, no gardens with stone set foot-
path and road, a street gas light illumi-
nated our parlour, we found we had a rat
infested cellar. We put rat poison down
and a bucket of water they ate the poi-
son and then jumped into the bucket of
water to cool their thirst and drowned as
a result. Shortly afterwards my father
went with Leyland choir to Blackpool
and whilst he was away a lovely cat en-
tered our house and would not leave so
we accepted the fact the cat would live
with us and as my father had a ride at
Blackpool on the Big Dipper we called
the cat Dipper.

| attended Grimshaw St Council School
with my younger brother Frank and sis-
ter Doris and each school day | ran
home at twelve o’clock when my mum
gave me three pence and | ran to a con-
fectioners in London Road for a meat
and potato pie which my mum cut into
four pieces one for each of us. | then
found an evening occupation pushing a
small two wheel truck from J. J.
Bromptons premises on Frenchwood
Avenue, which contained a large milk
churn and sold milk around London Rd ,
Church St, and Manchester Rd every
evening except Saturday when | went
with the Boss man in his horse and cart
selling eggs, cream, and milk in the
London Rd area.
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THURSDAY FELLOWSHIP

On the Saturdays | was free | went with
a driver from Booths groceries delivering
food orders mainly in the Fulwood area
and for this | was given cakes and
scones and eggs from the shop.

One Christmas my Granddad Bannister
bought me a small No 2 Meccano set
(price 15/-) this was quite a lot of money
and inadvertently opened up the way for
me to become an engineer in later life.
Any money | earned | bought additional
Meccano parts from Merigold's toy shop,
they also ran a Meccano club each Fri-
day night and had 24 members when |
joined, we were divided into three
groups nut group, bolt group and wheel
group, we had interesting people
speaking at our meeting. Alternate
Fridays were model nights, when the
manager a Mr Jack Drysdale would
arrange speakers the other night was
when we brought our models for
inspection, each model was given points
according to the Meccano size. The
winning group had then had their
models exhibited in Merigold's window
for a week. This usually consisted of
cars, trucks, railway engines, cranes,
bridges etc. However | found that when |
started work at Leyland Motors that the
building of these models helped me to
build engines etc without any trouble.

Each Sunday | endeavoured to find a
Sunday School like the one at Lostock
Hall and for about a year | attended
Grimshaw Street Congregational Church
and then on to Lune Street and North
Road Methodists, although all were nice
| did not feel they were as welcoming as
Lostock Hall.

Bob Bannister

During the summer months | went to
the speedway we raked the cinder
track in preparation for the meeting.
When the starting time arrived we
boys were lifted over the safety fence
and watched the evening races for
free. | really enjoyed this and wanted
to become a speedway rider. | located
two of the team’s garages and often
went along to clean their bikes.

Then one Saturday evening in 1929 |
was walking across the main flag
market in Preston when | heard a
brass band playing, it was the
Salvation Army from no 2 Citadel in
Glovers Court and with many ladies
and gents who were singing hymns
played by the band. | asked a lady if |
could join and play an instrument but
she said | would have to join the
Salvation Army first and wait my turn
as other boys were waiting. So | joined
the Salvation Army and after an open
air meeting proudly marched down to
our citadel, all the children and friends
entered by the front doors, but after a
while the band entered by the back
door, dropping cigarette ends on the
floor and stamping on them, |
wondered if | had to learn to smoke
cigarettes to become a bandsman.
Then one Sunday afternoon after we
had a wonderful address by a lady
describing the miracles of Jesus a
young lady sang a solo “What a friend
we have in Jesus”, and this is still my
most favourite hymn.
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Isn’t saving a lack of trust in God?

Not at all. Saving is wise stewardship.

Hoarding is driven by fear, anxiety or an unhealthy relationship with money.
Spotting the difference is not always easy, however.

To be a wise saver and not a fearful hoarder needs two things. Firstly, you
need a purpose: what are you saving for? A silver wedding, a child’s 18"
birthday, travelling, a hundred mile an hour sports car?

Secondly, you need boundaries: how much do you need to save? We can't
save for everything we want.

As a rule of thumb — and that is all it is — many people find “10 — 10 — 80"
helpful: give 10%, save 10% and live on 80%. The point is that guidelines for
saving will ensure wise stewardship, not hoarding.

Inspire Magazine, April 2009
(www.inspiremagazine.org.uk)

THE CHOIR
“Born In Song. God’s people have always been singing!

Singing has always been a Methodist tradition—especially
Choral singing. Leyland Methodist Church has always had
a good Choir, and we have tried to maintain this tradition.
Unfortunately, falling numbers, lack of new members and
the ageing process have caused us to consider our
situation.

(Excluding young Heather, aged 17, the average age of Choir members is 67.
(Four are over 80 and Y2 are over 70!). The total number of years’ service of the
eighteen present members is 396, an average of 22 years).

After much prayer, thought and heart-ache, a meeting was held, and the
unanimous decision was reached that the choir could no longer continue.
Therefore, regretfully, the last time we sang as a Choir was Sunday 17th May

We would like to thank past Choir members, musicians and congregation for
their support over the years.
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MESSAGES FROM THE CHOIR

A Lifetime in the Church Choir

Some weeks ago in discussion with Phil, | said, “I love the Church Choir”, so it is
with regret that i have agreed along with the other Choir members that the time had
come to disband the Church Choir. We are collectively too old to carry on.

I look back over the years to the great pleasure we have had singing in the Choir
under a host of different Choir leaders with colourful personalities. We owe these
people a very great deal, but we would be wrong to struggle on when many of us
are “past our best”.

It is probable that by the time you read this we will have sung our last service as a
Choir. Thank you for the support you have given us over many, many years.

Peter Eagle

C is for the Choir who has been true to you o)
H is for the happiness, shown to each other
O is for the Organist who always plays for us
| is for the Introit we sing every week

R is for rejoicing in the fellowship with you

NI

| am sorry that we, the Choir, are giving up bueeldt is time to move on.

The fellowship and the love shown to each othdxelem wonderful. Also thank
you to all at LMC for your encouragement overdaesy

| will never forget the time we spent going intondtyPrison and Bannister
Brook House at Christmas to sing to them, knowengnade that time special for
them.

Thank you to all who made this possible. With hodeAffection from a member
of Leyland Methodist Church Choir xx
Christine Caunce
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SIGNING OFF
Signing off......

Ten years as Church Treasurer —
who would have believed it! It's
my own fault really for telling my
Stewardship visitor in 1998 that |
worked as a Financial Manager,
not knowing that this would be
picked up on quite so readily.
There | was thinking | was just
having a pleasant chat, not
volunteering for 10 years work.

It has been a great pleasure to
support the Church in this way,
although | can’t deny there have
been times when | have felt
overwhelmed by the responsibility
to steward the resources on
behalf of the church membership.
For one | had to recall how to spell
the word ‘thousand’ as | have
rarely had a need, nor the funds to
write a personal cheque for
amounts that size and also when
the books didn’t balance some
very urgent prayers were needed.

| have worked with two ministers
in this time and | must say that the
Finance meetings have got
shorter in the second half of my
term in this post. | no longer need
to consider bringing my sleeping
bag and sandwiches, | leave that
for the Ken Dodd shows now.

Leysa Kopciowski

| have been privileged to see the
church resources facilitate the
development of areas of new
ministry, add a lift without owing a
penny to anyone within twelve
months and recently restoring the
Community Centre roof (now that
was a big cheque).

| must say a special thank-you to
Colin Rainton (Business Gas) and
Archie Whymark for their support in
assisting me and also to Peter
Wright for his faith in me all these
years.

Oh well, it seems to have gone OK
— well we only nearly ran out of
money twice which by the current
standards in financial institutions is
a pretty good record.

So now over to Bryan, who will
work the RBS magic on our ac-
counts and I'm sure everyone will
be glad not to have to try & spell
my name anymore.

But | do have one worry..

will people still talk to me’7 Or d|d
they only want me for my / your
money?

Leysa Kopciowski
Ex Church Treasurer
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VICTIM AWARENESS COURSE Maria Gough

It has been a privilege to observe
God at work through Deacon Kat WEDDING
in Wymott prison.
CONGRATULATIONS TO :
At the end of a recent Victim
Awareness course, during which
prisoners had to address issues : January 24th 2009 :
as retribution, restoration, remors
taking responsibility and practisir Mark Wilson and Naomi Rolfe
forgiveness, the following is a po
written by one young man who
hopes to make a fresh start in life April 12th 2009 :
when released. The poem expre
George's battle with anger. Paul Schofield and Claire Mil

The Mist that's Red

My temper can be nasty, :
And I'm very bitter too. BAPTISMS :

I'm changing for my family,
Because that's what | have to ¢ March 22nd :

| wish to change the part of me Lilly-May Hibbert
That rears its' ugly head. Nathaniel Alexander James
I'm hoping in the future,
| don't see the mist that's red. ,
April 16th :
| want to say I'm sorry, Ellie Ann Wright
To all the people who've,
Been hurt through my bad actior )
I know that | will prove, May 24th :
To everyone who cares for me Kayde Taylor Ronald
| will put their fears to bed. Candice Olivia Ann Procter
Because know | firmly say to the
"l won't see the mist that's red"|






