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1 CONTACT

Dear friends,

A new church year is upon us once
again, and the new Membership
Ticket for this year contains the bible
verse, "In every thing give

thanks" (1 Thess. 5v. 18), specially
chosen by the new President of
Conference, Rev. David Gamble
(check out his blog on
www.methodist.org.uk).

It can be a real challenge to give
thanks in every situation, but St. Paul,
who experienced his fair share of
troubles, persecution and torture,
exhorts us to "be joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God's

will for you in Christ Jesus" . God's
desire is that in every circumstance
we look to him, rejoicing and praying,
thanking Him for His presence, His
enabling Spirit, His comfort and His
challenge. May we learn a little more,
throughout this year, about gratitude
towards God, and an appreciation of
what we have in and through Christ

Jesus, who saves and strengthens us,

and within our fellowship at LMC.

WASTEWATCHERS holiday bible club
was a fantastic team effort, bringing to
the ninety youngsters present the stories
of creation and re-creation, "linking lives
through Jesus", and exploring ways to
care for creation. A big "thank-you" to all
the team. Please pray for the thirty or so
children and young people who prayed a
prayer of commitment on the Friday, and
that we may provide effective follow-up
for their decision to become friends of
Jesus.

WORSHIP : many thanks to everyone
for the time taken with the Worship
Development Questionnaires. More than
70 were returned (on paper or online)
and the findings have been prepared by
the Leadership Team. It was so
encouraging to receive overwhelming
support for the different styles on offer,
and various suggestions and
constructive comments will help shape
our worship into the future.

Of great interest were the suggestions of
future themes for our Sunday worship
series. So, this autumn the themes are
as follows :

IN THE MORNINGS - "REAL

ISSUES" : exploring the difference faith
can make to issues like stress, money,
loss, work, ageing and some of the other
issues we're facing within the fellowship
at LMC.

IN THE EVENINGS - "EPHESIANS" : a
systematic working through of St. Paul's
letter to the church in Ephesus.

All these were suggestions from the
Worship Survey, so thank you, once
again !
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May | keep before you some of the
emphases in our life together over the
coming weeks :

~ we shall continue to share ideas
towards our application for
eco-congregation status

~ we are preparing material for our
Stewardship Campaign in spring
2010, sharing a vision for the work of
LMC towards 2012

~ we shall see work begin on
constructing the new Trinity CofE /
Methodist School on Buckshaw
Village, and appoint its headteacher in
the coming weeks

~ we continue discussions about
closer working together with the
Chorley Circuit and the Preston
Circuit with a view to rearranging
circuit boundaries where desirable

~ we see, in September, the start of
all our discipleship courses again :
START, ALPHA, DISCIPLE, LOST
FOR WORDS, HOUSEGROUPS,
ALF/BOB, BIG PICTURE, YOUTH
ALPHA. Please pray for all these
opportunities for people to grow in
their faith.

Indeed, prayer is foundational to
every work of God's Spirit amongst
us, and you are invited to a very
special 24 hour prayer event at LMC
on Friday 25th / Saturday 26th
September, from 6p.m. to 6p.m.. Let's
commit some time to seek God for His
direction and purpose, and ask His
blessing on all we see Him doing
amongst us here.

Also, we begin work refurbishing the
worship centre, with the purchase of
new, more comfortable chairs, and a
new digital piano, all expected to be in
place in the coming weeks. Then, more
work of refurbishment will be part of the
Stewardship Campaign, amongst other
plans and ideas.

Finally for now, a big THANK YOU to
Christine Caunce and Dave Travers as
they complete their six year stint as
Church Stewards, and to Seth Asiaw
who ceases to be Prayer Coordinator,
having served for many years also. We
shall miss Chris, Dave and Seth on the
Leadership Team, and are so grateful
to God for their years of service. We
wish them well, and we welcome
Tracey Bennett and John Burgess as
new members of the Stewards
team....and so the journey continues !

Coming up....... in the next edition of
CONTACT :

our mission statement reads :
"Linking lives through Jesus, by
encountering God,

enjoying life together,

enabling giving,

embracing the world,

equipping disciples",

and we shall have a focus on
"enjoying life together”, in
preparation for a teaching series early
in 2010, exploring how we are to treat
each other and to enjoy making the
most of the fellowship God inspires.
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A CALL TO WORSHIP

It's hard to think about everything
that has happened in the past year
since coming to LMC. Far too much
to fit into this article!

When | reflect upon my time at
Leyland so far | draw comparisons
to our daughter Kieona’s develop-
ment. | have been amazed and
blessed by things that have taken
place. Each a small but significant
step. It is often said that you can’t
run before you walk. Kieona is al-
most a year old and could probably
give Ussain Bolt a good run for his
money with the speed of her
crawling! By the time you read this
she will no doubt be walking and
talking and doing all the things that
toddlers enjoy getting up to. Soaking
up information and experiences as
she learns how to live her life.

It is the New Methodist Year again
now we approach the autumn so |
thought | would challenge you to
keep a New Year’s resolution...
rather than following the tradition of
doing something to directly improve
our physical health | would like you
to spend some time thinking about
your spiritual well being, focusing
primarily upon your worship life.

Matt Lawley-Brown

After helping to collate the church
worship survey | recently read an
article in the July edition of
‘Christianity’ magazine on worship
which made me think. Tim Hughes,
who is Director of Worship at Holy
Trinity Brompton, stated the following;

“It is dangerous when a church
believes worship is simply five songs
or hymns sung before a talk. Biblically
we see that worship is the whole of our
lives. When we sing the songs in a
manner that is detached from living a
life of worship, God is not interested.
Amos 5 is clear - to the Israelite nation
who are trampling and neglecting the
poor for their own selfish gain, the
LORD says, ‘Away with the noise of
your songs! | cannot stand the music
of your harps. But let justice flow like a
river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream!”

| absolutely love times of worship
when | get to express my feelings for
God through music and singing but it
is clear that much more is required of
us as people of God.

‘Living a life of worship’

One of my favourite passages on the
subject of worship is the end of Ro-
mans 11 into the start of Romans 12. It
highlights God’s presence in every-
thing and His desire to be involved in
every part of our lives.



CONTACT 4

A CALL TO WORSHIP

Understanding that worship is a
lifestyle choice and not just a
corporate act, consider the following
guestions about your own life for a
few moments:

What percentage of an average
week do you spend worshipping
God?

How many times a day do you
thank God for something?

Do you consult God in your
decision making?

How do you find it easiest to
engage with God?

Where do you find it easiest to
engage with God?

How much time do you set aside
to rest in God’s presence?
When you talk to God, do you
expect Him to answer you?

Do you listen and give God the
space and time to speak to you?
How much of your life is lived with
a God honoring attitude?

It is highly likely that all of us could
improve our worship life in some
way. It is all too easy for us to get
caught up in the menial, day to day
tasks of our lives. To be distracted
by the requests of those we
surround ourselves with. To
become suffocated by the stress
and demands that modern life puts
upon us. Have we paid the bills? Set
the timer on the central

heating?

Matt Lawley-Brown

Picked up our ‘Clubcard’ vouchers
before going shopping? Posted
‘thingy's’ birthday card? Sent our
apologies to ‘that’ meeting? Set the
Sky+ box to record our favourite soap?
Got our assignment completed before
the deadline? It is so easy to get
distracted and start to exclude God
from our lives when He can so easily
be involved in every aspect.

Taliyah is a very imaginative nearly 4
year old. Everyday she re-enacts TV
programmes and events she has
seen. She will talk to her ‘pretend’
Mum and Dad and one of her ‘other
husbands’. We often comment that
whilst some children have a single
imaginary friend, Taliyah has a whole
planet of them! However, perhaps
there is something we can learn from
Taliyah’s imaginative play as she
actively includes people she can't see.
By actively including God in our lives
we will start to live in a more God hon-
ouring way. If we spend time confess-
ing, consulting, thanking and listening
to God, He will become a more
‘normal’ part of our routine. To do this
actively we need to start

talking to God and ask Him to be a
part of what we are doing during our
daily routine. This may feel strange for
a while but as we do it more we will
start to become more aware of His
presence with us and His

guidance and enjoyment of our lives.
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A CALL TO WORSHIP

People often say to me; ‘God
doesn’t speak to me.’ | beg to
differ! It is more often the case that
we doubt that God is speaking to
us when actually He always has
been. Are you really listening? God
wants to share in our lives and is
passionate about us and our
individuality. God wants to watch
Preston North End matches with
you. He wants to go shopping with
you. He wants to sit in front of the
TV with you. He wants to
accompany you in the car. He
wants to cook meals with you. He
wants to listen to what you have to
say to Him. He wants you to know
how much He loves you. And He
wants to know how much you love
Him. After all, it is a two way
relationship.

It is the calling of our life’s work to
believe in the one who God sent,
Jesus. To live our lives in the way
that He lived. To aim to unlock our
God given potential and to share
our relationship with God with
others. Whenever | start to find it
difficult to walk with God | always
go back to focussing on the cross
and what was done for me at that
place. Sometimes through written
word, sometimes through music,
sometimes through still or moving
images.

Matt Lawley-Brown

Every time | bring things to the
cross | find exactly what | need;
strength for my weaknesses,
forgiveness for my failings,
confirmation for my successes,
healing for my hurting, grace for my
pride, understanding for my
confusion...

While | am serving God and
yourselves here in Leyland | want to
encourage you to pursue an active
and living faith in God through
Jesus. Do whatever you find helpful
in order to achieve this. Explore and
discover how you best engage with
God. It doesn’'t have to happen in a
church on a Sunday. God will meet
with you anywhere at anytime you
ask Him to be there. He invited us
to be a part of His life and we must
do the same in return.

As a starting point | would like you
to consider this simple prayer every
time you pause to think about
something...

“God, | want to worship you with
everything | have and
everything I am. Help me to please
you in all that | do. Amen”
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CENTENARY LAUNCH

100 years on..look at us now!

Guiding has come a long way since a small
group of girls stepped forward at the 1909
Boy Scout rally at Crystal Palace Park and
asked Robert Baden — Powell to develop a
similar movement especially for them. 100
years to the day, 1.2 million Girlguiding UK
members and guests will be attending
parties across the United Kingdom to mark
this illustrious occasion and, in doing so,
launch a year of Centenary Celebrations
which will run from the 5™ September 2009
to the 20" October 2010.

History of Guiding

In the early years of the 20th century, Robert

Baden-Powell, a famous army

general, developed a scheme for

training boys. He tried out his ideas at a
camp on Brownsea Island in 1907 and the
following year published them in a book,
Scouting for Boys. The book was an

instant success and boys throughout the UK
enthusiastically took up Scouting. As a re-
sult, Baden-Powell soon found himself or-
ganising the Boy Scout Movement.

At the Scouts' first rally, at the Crystal
Palace in 1909, a small group of girls turned

up. They represented hundreds of other girls

and insisted that they wanted to be Scouts
too.

In an age when skirts were ankle length and
young ladies never ran, the idea of girls be-
ing involved in camping, hiking and similar
activities received a mixed

response. Angry critics denounced 'girl
scouting' as a 'mischievous new
development’, a foolish and pernicious
movement' and an 'idiotic sport'.

However, Baden-Powell's letters from this
time show that he had a scheme for girls in
mind.

In 1910 he formed the Girl Guides,
asking his sister Agnes to look after the
new organisation. A few years later his
wife Olave became involved and, in
1918, was appointed Chief Guide.

Such was the enthusiasm for guiding
that it soon spread worldwide and since
those early days countless millions
have made the Guide Promise. Today
there are ten million girls and women
involved in guiding worldwide.

What's in a name?

The pioneers who turned up at the
1909 Crystal Palace rally called them-
selves Girl Scouts, but when he
founded the girls' movement,
Baden-Powell decided that the name
should change.

This was partly because he thought it
would antagonise the boys for whom
Scouting had been developed and
alienate parents, who would not
welcome such a tomboyish image for
their daughters. But mostly he wanted
to

create a separate identity for the girls
so that they could work for
self-development independently, not in
imitation of their brothers.

Baden-Powell had to think of a name,
and soon he remembered that he had
been particularly impressed with some
'‘Guides' in India. These men had
operated on the north-west frontier and
their main task was to go on very
dangerous expeditions. Even when
they were off duty the Guides were still
training their minds and bodies. With
this in mind, Baden-Powell decided that
'Girl Guides' would be a good name for
these pioneering young women.
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Children’s Co-ordinator: Carol Eccles
Contact Number: 01772 457396

\ 4

M Hi, as | write this all the groups are on their summer break and
the leaders | hope, are managing to get the well earned rest

they

deserve, re-charging those batteries in readiness for starting again in

September. Please remember the groups and leaders in your prayers, espe-

cially the Boy’'s Brigade who are in need of helpers, in particular the Anchor

Boys section.

At the Anchor Boys last meeting Joan and Kathryn were thanked for their years
of service as leaders and both presented with a bouquet of flowers from the
Church.

The Guides ended with their annual camp to Guys Farm at Forton and |
thought | would share a couple of pictures with you.
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An exciting year lays ahead for our Rainbow, Brownies and Guides as come
September ‘The Guiding Association’ start celebrating 100 years of guiding,
with various events organised running through to October 2010. | will keep you
posted in later editions.

ALF/BOB Big Picture/Youth Alpha - (for all 6-13 year olds) Six-eight weeks
of fun and activities focussing on learning more about Jesus and the Christian
Life. If you are interested in joining one of these groups then why not come
along to an introductory meal on Sunday the 20" September 2009 from
4.30pm — 6.00pm.

Holiday Bible Club 2009

Wow, what a week LMC has just had. It was our annual Holiday Bible Club and
90 children between the ages of 4 and 13 joined us along with 40 leader/
helpers. It was encouraging to see some of the young people who have
reached the grand old age of being too old to attend helping out.

We went Eco this year and ‘Waste Watchers’ was our theme. The puppet
theatre was once again recycled by Mr Diggles (many thanks Alan) into a tree.
This then resided in Narky Parky’s park for the week, where our resident
puppets Tim and Shelley took up home. Even their cousin Charlie paid them a
visit. | bet he wished he hadn't after his little misadventure, but hey that's
another story.

Each day would start and end with everyone together for worship learning new
songs, with a daily memory verse, prayers and oh | nearly forgot ‘the jokes’.
Good to hear that ‘My Rock’ took the No 1 Spot as best HBC song having been
first released at HBC 98. Yeh!!.

During their group sessions the children would learn about God’s word through
story telling and craft activities. The young people from Purple group went
Balsam Bashing in Cuerden and spent another morning collecting litter on
Worden Park. The recreation time was changed slightly this time to incorporate
a visit from Steve Watson who introduced the children to Origami and Imogen
from South Ribble Borough Council who came armed with her compost bin.

On Friday the children were given the opportunity to invite Jesus into their life
through a special prayer and as in previous years many of them took this
opportunity.
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As the church chose the Waste Watchers theme this year because of our
mission to become an Eco-Congregation half of the collection taken dur-
ing the week and at the Friday evening celebration service will be do-
nated to the A Rocha Initiative and the remainder being used to make up
the difference in the B&Q grant.

What a brilliant time everyone had. Although the week is hectic and
some mornings you could just do with that extra half hours sleep, you
only have to don that Blue T Shirt and you energy levels are lifted and
you find yourself in full flow and before you know it your signing up aq]aln
for next year's HBC to be held week commencing 2 " August —

2010 a date for your diary, | hope. Another date for your diary is Saturday
the 24™ October when Waste Watchers will reunite for fun and
refreshments watching ‘WALL-E’

Anyone interested in helping with any of the groups below then please
get in touch. If you feel that you can’t commit on a weekly basis, don't let
this put you off there are rota systems in place. Why not pay a group a
visit and see what it entails. Don't leave it to someone else. These
groups cannot run without the help and support of people like you.

DAY GROUP TIME

Monday Little Fishes 13.15-15.15
Rainbows 16.30 - 17.30
Brownies 18.00 —19.30
Guides 19.30 - 21.00

Tuesday Clubzone 19.00 — 21.00

Wednesday Anchor Boys 18.00 — 19.00
BB Junior 18.45 - 20.15
Company 19.30 - 21.30
Senior

Friday Club Cafe 19.30-21.30

Sunday Creche ) During the morning service

Club Sunday



CONTACT 10

STEWARDSHIP

Who is Phil Anderson and what's he
got to do with Stewardship?

Enid Hallam does an excellent job
supplying many of us in the Church
with Bible Reading aids. At the
beginning of July, | looked at my
Scripture Union Notes, supplied by
Enid, and there was an article by
Phil Anderson. He is part of 24-7
Prayer, an International movement
of prayer, mission and justice. Phil
leads 24-7's work supporting prayer
and political engagement inside the
British Parliament.

The article was about praying
without ceasing and the
tremendous effect praying for hours
and days at a time had. 24-7,
continuous praying 24 hours and 7
days a week “geddit?”

So | made contact with his
organisation and got put in touch
with a couple, Arnold and Pam
Cooke, from the Preston
Evangelical Network, who run a
24-7 Prayer Room in Church Street,
Preston. To cut a long story short |
visited this Prayer Room and it was
very interesting.

If you want to have a look yourself,
go online to www.penupdate.org.uk
and follow the “look here for the
latest 24-7 photos” link.

Archie Whymark

The results from 24-7 sound
impressive and if we are serious
about stewardship, we need to
commit ourselves to these sorts
of prayer initiatives.

So the Stewardship Team have
agreed that we should organise a
trial 24-7 Prayer Room event in
the Church and Vestry from 18.00
hrs on Friday, 25" September to
18.00 hrs on Saturday 26"
September, 20009.

Why don’t you try something
different? Watch out for the 24-7
details and see any of the
Stewardship Team to sign up for
an hour of prayer for
Stewardship. Come along and
see your prayer affect next year’s
Stewardship Campaign.

To cut a long story short, we
discussed this at our last
Stewardship Team Meeting and
decided to have a trial run of our
own Leyland Methodist
Stewardship 24-7 Prayer Room
on Friday/Saturday 25th/26th
September at the Church.

Archie Whymark
Stewardship Coordinator
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CHURCH FAMILY WEEKEND 2010
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CHURCH FAMILY WEEKEND 2009

SETH’'S GANG
(ABBOT HALL JUNE 2009)

SOME OF THE CHILDREN
(ABBOT HALL JUNE 2009)

STEVE'S GANG
(ABBOT HALL JUNE 2009)
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FAIRTRADE COFFEE SHOP Angela Carr

Well, what can | say? Two
things really. Firstly it seems to
be going from strength to
strength, judging form the
numbers who come and
secondly, the stalwart band of
trusty helpers, are getting very
tired. In truth, we are having a bit
of a crisis and unless we get
more volunteers, we wonder if
things can continue the same.

Wednesdays, in the coffee bar,
are happy times. The art group
meet and their numbers are
growing. People who pop in for
coffee tend to wander over to the
group to see what'’s happening,
and some have subsequently
joined the group and that’s great.
They enjoy a coffee half way
through, and many stop for their
dinner.

The book group meets at 10.00
and have a coffee (and
sometimes a bacon butty!) before
going on to meet in the vestry.
Some stay for lunch too.

Whilst these groups are meting,
the special constable comes to

have a surgery in the coffee bar
and he too enjoys a coffee.

Even the post man has dropped in
for a brew. Some teachers from the
school spend their lunch time with
us. It's a great community resource.

The Fair Trade Coffee Shop is
perhaps the one place in church life
where people can sit and chat and
just be with each other for a few
hours if they wish and that’s so nice.
We are not like a commercial cafe
where they want people in and out
as quickly as possible, we are happy
for people to just be, but we do have
a staffing dilemma.

Beryl is in charge and it's thanks to
her commitment and hard work in
doing the shopping, deciding what'’s
on the menu, being there week in
week out and keeping things and
staff together that the coffee shop
has thrived as it has. Most of the
volunteers are over retirement age
with no kitchen of care experience
and they work very hard, but more
are needed. Itis a Fair Trade Coffee
Shop and we need to be fair to the
staff that run it so well. Yes,
mistakes are sometimes made and
for those we are sorry but we must
be going enough right for people to
keep coming.
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FAIRTRADE

Basically, we need more volunteers
who would be happy to be on a
monthly rota. Nobody would be
asked to more than they felt they
could. Just to have some extra
washer uppers and waitresses
would be so welcome. Anything
you feel that you could do would be
SO much appreciated.

If we do not get more help then we
will be looking to see how we can
possibly carry on next term. We
may be unable to offer the range of

food that is available now. So, have

a think and if you feel you might be
able to help in any way, offering
your loaves and fishes as it were,
then have a word with Beryl and if
you don’t know Beryl, ask a
Steward to introduce you.

We make £100.00 each week to
give to people who really need it
and it would be a shame if we
couldn’t continue. | will ask Lesley
now to tell you more about where
the money goes.

Angela Carr
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What are Creative Arts
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WHAT MY BAPTISM MEANS TO ME

As | start writing this everyone is preparing for Holiday Bible Club 2009.
| am very excited and raring to go. You might think what has this got to
do with my baptism. Well, | have never felt so alive. When | started
coming to this church | was invited to join an Alpha Course with Mabel.
It was during that course, about 4 years ago, | handed my life over to
God. | knew then that | wanted to be baptized. | didn't feel it was right
for me to be baptized until me and Dave had been married. We got
married in April of last year. Then I finally got round to asking Phil to
baptize me. On the 18" January 2009 | was baptized. On Sunday
morning at the launch of Holiday Bible Club, we sang “ | am a new
creation, no longer in condemnation”. This is exactly how | feel about
my baptism and since then | have been reborn, and, I'm learning more
about Jesus, day by day. | have the assurance that I'm no longer
condemned by my sin, Jesus by his death and resurrection has set me
free. One fear | had before my baptism was that | would go my own
way, and turn away from him, as | had done many years ago. | don'’t
have that fear anymore, because slowly what | want is becoming what is
god’s will for me. God has a purpose and a plan for each one of us.
There are two verse in the bible which are really important to me. The
first one is “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
son, that whosoever believes in him, shall not perish but have eternal
life John 3:16.” And secondly “I can do all thing through him who
strengthens me” . These two promises have really helped bring me
through the last 6 months. The Lord really is my Rock. | could go on
but maybe | should stop now.

Rachel Astley
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As she was praying to the LORD, Eli
watched her. Seeing her lips moving but
hearing no sound, he thought she had been
drinking. “Must you come here drunk?” he
demanded. “Throw away your wine!”

“Oh no, sir!” she replied, “I'm not drunk!
But | am very sad, and | was pouring out my
heart to the LORD. Please don't think | am a
wicked woman! For | have been praying out of
great anguish and sorrow.”

“In that case,” Eli said, “cheer up! May
the God of Israel grant the request you have
asked of him.”

“Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then
she went back and began to eat again, and st
was no longer sad.

Hannah

In those days it was tough if you
were married and childless. It was
common for a man to have more
than one wife; and it was even
tougher for a barren woman in a
family where the other wives had
children. Hannah was in one such
relationship and according to the
bible, her rival never spared a
moment to ‘rub it in’. | suppose her
rival was a bit jealous knowing their

husband, Elkanah loved Hannah Jesus heals a boy with a demon
most. Hannah poured her heart out in _Y0U know, sometimes we pray about
prayer to the Lord and He blessed something and maybe in the depth of our heat

her with Samuel. one of the most ~ We think ‘nothing can be done’; but we pray

powerful prophets in history anyway, hoping God will surprise us. It looks
' like there is more to prayer than just saying a

[1 Sam 1:9-18] few words and laying back. We often need to
) h Play our part.

Once when they were at Shilo
Hannah went over to the Tabernacle
[Matthew 17:14-20]

ft t to the LORD.
arel supper o pray to the As they approached the crowd, a man

Eli the priest was sitting at his )
customary place beside the entranciame up to Jesus, knelt down in front of

Hannah was in deep anguish, cryin im, and said, “Sir, have mercy on my son, for
bitterly as she prayed to the ' e is an epileptic and suffers terribly. Often he

LORD. And she made this vow: “o falls into fire and often into water. | brought
LORD.AImighty if you will look " him to your disciples, but they couldn’t heal

down upon my sorrow and answer him.” L .
my prayer and give me a son, then | Jesus replied, “You unbelieving and
will give him back to you. He will be perverted generation! How long must | be with

yours for his entire lifetime, and as aY0U? How long must | put up with you? Bring

sign that he has been dedicated to t here to me!” Then Jesus reprimanded the

LORD. his hair will never be cut.” demon and it came out of him, and the boy we
’ healed that very hour.
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Then the disciples came to Jesus

privately and said, “Why couldn’t we drive

it out?” He told them, “Because of your
lack of faith. For truly I tell you, if you

&

Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
| was once talking to a friend who
said he didn’t think it was necessary for

Jesus to die on the cross. God could have

have faith like a grain of mustard seed, yoaccording to my friend, just ‘declareall
can say to this mountain, ‘Move from heresins forgiverand that would have been it.
to there,” and it will move, and nothing willl suppose God could, but there are so

be impossible for you.'But this kind
does not come out except by prayer and
fasting.

Joshua defeats the Southern kings.
According to the Bible, Moses loved

Joshua. Joshua was like a son to him. He

was a man of discipline and a military

genius. His trust in God was absolute and

was prepared to die anytime for Him.

many things we cannot understand — not
now anyway. But here we are with Jesus
in Gethsemane pleading with God to call
on plan B instead of Him having to
undergo unimaginable pain you and |
have been spared.

Matthew 26:39
He went on a little farther and fell
face down on the groungdraying, “My

Perhaps he would be called a fundamentalrather! If it is possible, let this cup of

ist or something worse these days. His
relationship with Moses had shown him

how close God really is and so he had no

doubt when he prayed and the response
was immediate.

Joshua 10:12-14

On the day the LORD gave the
Israelites victory over the Amorites,
Joshua prayedto the LORD in front of all
the people of Israel. He said,

“Let the sun stand still over Gibeon,
and the moon over the valley of Aijlon.”
So the sun and moon stood still until the
Israelites had defeated their enemies.

Is this event not recorded The Book

suffering be taken away from me. Yet |
want your will, not mine.”

Well, brothers and sisters, | believe
after Jesus’ prayer He was strengthened
go ahead and accomplish what He
together with God and the Holy Spirit had
planned from day zero. Even in our own
history, there have been numerous in-
stances when men and women at the poil
of despair had prayed and have somehov
been miraculously renewed in strength
and determination to do God’s work.

The main point of this write-up is to

of JashaP The sun stopped in the middle show how prayer and response to prayer
of the sky, and it did not set as on a normalaries. But if we believe that God loves us
day. The LORD fought for Israel that day.then we must in most of our prayers end
Never before or since has there been a dan accord with Jesus, that is, “Yet | want
like that one, when the LORD answered your will, not mine.”

such a request from a human being.
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A FITting Tribute

A FITting Tribute

It was always a good start to the
working week meeting up with
friends on Monday mornings for our

Keep-Fit class in the Wesley Hall. A

stretch here, a pull-up there, a few
bends, the odd sit-up or two, not to
mention jogging, hopping, twisting
and jumping in a square!

We went away refreshed,
invigorated and eager to return the
following week and go through the
routines yet again.

None of this would have been
possible but for the leadership and
expertise of Doris Parkington, who
for the past 25 years had faithfully
taken the ladies keep-fit class and
put most of us to shame with her
supple movements and seemingly
effortless achievement of the varied
exercise she has programmed for
us.

But now Doris, who celebrated her
80" birthday in June, has hung up
her leotard and is enjoying a well
earned retirement, enabling her, at
last, to be available for long
weekends away with her husband,
Alan.

Dorothy Ritchie

It all began way back in 1984 when
members of what was then the
Wives Group enjoyed exercising to
a “Fit for Life” tape at one of their
weekly meetings. So much so that
it was suggested that it should be
done every week — and Doris was
asked if she would lead it. Over
the years she has very rarely
missed a Monday morning
(planning holidays etc. around the
keep-fit class) enabling a large
group of women to enjoy physical
activity and friendship in a relaxed
non-competitive atmosphere.

From time to time some have left
and others have joined and when
Doris and Alan left Leyland (after
years of faithful and active service
at Leyland Methodist Church) to
live in Croston in 1998, a
contingent from Croston followed
Doris to take part in her class.

Numbers have consistently been
around the 15 to 20 mark and each
week we all put in a voluntary
donation — with the amazing result
that over the years the class has
given some £10,000-£12,000 to a
wide variety of charities as well as
donations to the Church.
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A FITting Tribute Dorothy Ritchie

“I have enjoyed it enormously and | am really sorry to give it up. | shall
miss it but | felt the right time had come,” said Doris, who treated us all
to a farewell buffet in the coffee bar after the final session when
presentations and tributes were made.

Often people such as Doris give their time and talents to the church,
never expecting or, indeed, wanting to be thanked. Their commitment
goes almost unnoticed except by those also involved. So this is a well
deserved tribute to her for a job well and faithfully done over many
years, giving pleasure and fellowship to numerous women week by
week.

Thank you Doris, Monday mornings will never be quite the same again!

Dorothy Ritchie — a keep-fitter since 1993!

HARVEST FESTIVAL @ LMC :
Sunday 11th October 2009
9.00a.m. Early Communion

10.30a.m. Parade / All Age Worship

6.30p.m. Evening Worship

THIS YEAR'S HARVEST DISPLAY AND COLLECTION WILL BE
ORGANISED BY THE GUIDES / BROWNIES / RAINBOWS IN
RECOGNITION OF THE NATIONAL CENTENARY OF THE
GIRL GUIDE MOVEMENT
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THANK YOU Christine Caunce
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DISCIPLE ONE AND TWO Mabel Harris

The recent Disciple One course concluded with a Sun  day Away Day at
Tabor Retreat House in Fulwood (see photo). Itwas  a moving
experience where each one of us was greatly encoura  ged by the gifts
and potential God revealed to us, in each other. G od promises that

all Christians have gifts and a unique place in the body of believers.

Those gifts are now being offered in service to our church fellowship
and the wider community. Please thank God and pray for our new
steward, John Burgess; for Christine Latus, as she trains as a Street
Pastor; for Vicky Vince who was called to lead Club Sunday activities
during the holiday period; and for others showing g reat courage in
stepping out in new ways of service.

The new Disciple One course begins on October 6th. The group is
almost complete, but if you feel God is calling you to take part in this
systematic study of His word, on a weekly basis for over thirty weeks,
please discuss it with Mabel Harris.

Running parallel with this, Deacon Kathy is leading Disciple Two. The
uptake for this follow-on course has been great, bu t if you feel sure God
is calling you to take part and you haven't signed up yet, please discuss
it with Kathy.
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LMC now has\é faith sharing library.
Books , CDs and DVDs are available
for adults and our younger children. A
youth library will be developed during
the next church year. A number of the
books have been selected from the
Called to Serve course and two
highlighted this quarter are 'God at
Work' by Ken Costa and 'Thank God
its Monday' by Mark Greene from the
London Institute of Contemporary
Culture. These books may give in-
sight into thinking about work differ-
ently; recognising the opportunities
we have for sharing our faith in the
workplace.

During the new church year, we are
hoping to host a pre- Alpha course
called Start. This will be for men only
and take place at the manse. We also
hope to run an Alpha course for men
and an Alpha course for women dur-
ing the evenings.

In September, Nick Moxon will lead
us through the Lost for Words course
which enables us to look at
evangelism and how we can naturally
share our faith with family and friends.
It is good for both beginners and
those more experienced. Fresh filter
coffee will be our kick start into these
6 sessions which will take place on
Tuesday mornings , fortnightly, from
Sept 15th the coffee bar.

There will also be some 'one-off events
throughout the year which will be ad-
vertised through the notices and hope-
fully provide opportunities for family
and friends to be invited along into a
relaxed atmosphere of outreach.
There will also be family nights to look
out for. These are all age events
arranged for the whole of the church
family and as with all of these ventures,
all are welcome.

Please continue to pray for Christine
Latus who is being trained as a Street
Pastor and also please pray for the
continued community work led by
Fusion whom we hope to establish
stronger links with during this next
year.

We thank and praise God for new con-
versions to Christ, 'prodigals' who have
returned and for those who have been
going through a sense of renewal and
longing for more of God in their lives.

Finally, | will leave you with a quote from
Tomlin's book 'The Provocative Church': 'If
going to church and calling myself a Chris-
tian makes almost no discernible difference
to the way | live my life, spend my money
or use my time, then it is not surprising if
my friends who are not Christians are not
that interested in finding out any more
about it......Churches need to become pro-
vocative, arresting places which make the
searcher, the casual visitor, want to come
back for more. Let's remember we are the
church'.

No pressure then?! Fear not, through
CHRIST we can do all things. Praying we
have a wonderful year together.
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Once more, LMC has hosted a
wonderful Holiday Bible Club week,
ending in a fun filled celebration on the
Friday evening. This time, two years
ago, you may recall the launch of 200
balloons after the Sunday worship as
we stood in the car park and each let
go of the balloons we had been given.
Leading up to that week we had had a
preaching series which included a
focus on the prophet Jeremiah. During
the sermon, we were reminded of the
guestion 'what do you see' and were
encouraged generally, in our everyday
lives to develop eyes and ears that
would help us to answer that same
guestion or maybe 'what might God
trying to communicate to us through
this?".

As we launched the balloons and heard
the cheers, | looked around at where
the various balloons were going. As |
watched, the question ‘what do you
see?' came to mind. This is what
happened.

First of all, | noticed the balloons which
had soared to incredible heights. One
lady was commenting on how they had
‘caught the thermals' and were picking
up speed and height at a great pace in
the direction of our schools along
Canberra Rd; some were making their
way along Goulding Avenue in
between the houses and going into
gardens; others were bobbing around
the church car park and outside the
coffee bar entrance and one lady found
a balloon attached to her registration
plate on her car.

The most noticeable thing of all was
that in spite of each balloon having a
ribbon with a card attached, dangling
from it, none of them had become
entangled with another; all were free to
move as they wished. (Someone might
tell me that they did see some entan-
gled but | didn't!).

Through those small observations, what
became clear to me was the freedom
that those balloons were enjoying. Not
one was trying to affect the other, trying
to bring any of the higher ones down.
Rather, they were able to do what they
were naturally created to do, as were
those that just wanted to 'bob' around
the car park not going very far at all.
There was a fantastic sense of fun, and
community and oneness/unity in such a
joint venture/ adventure.

Later, as | returned home and reflected
a little more on the question 'what do
you see?', | related it to each of us at
LMC. In the light of the above, may |
invite you to do the same?

‘It was for freedom that Christ has set
us free, no longer to be subject to a
yoke of slavery'. May we be determined
to yield our will to God, saying "Your will
not mine be done' and encourage one
another in the race set before us. Some
will have upfront roles, some will enjoy
being behind the scenes and some will
be involved in both. The more we sup-
port one another with a sense of unity in
'linking lives through Jesus, freeing one
another up to be who we are in Christ,
the more we will see God command His
blessings as He promises in Psalm 133.
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| write this after helping with Holiday Bible Club for the first time and it
seems appropriate to commence with the first memory verse that the
children were encouraged to remember:

The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the  world, and all
who live in it. Psalm 24, verse 1

Several times last week as we saw the park area at the front of the
worship centre being transformed | found myself thanking God for the
people who help to keep our parks and recreation areas clean and
tidy. They do a great job as became clear when some of the elder
children helped with a litter pick on Worden Park and collected at least
seven bags of rubbish in just under an hour from one small area. |
also thanked God for the refuse collectors and the street sweepers
who keep our streets free from litter — a task that many people would
not consider doing but one that is essential for the safety and health of
our environment.

At our last Eco meeting | asked the small team to consider the
following questions which are taken from a song by John Bell of the
lona community which | sang at a ‘God and Global’ warming day |
attended in April of this year:

How can we revere God’s goodness meant for all time?

How ensure that each uniqueness keeps in its prime?

How shall we revere with pleasure all God gives for life and

leisure, how preserve that earthly treasure meant for all time?

| now share these with you all as we are now at a time when we are
considering our plans for the 2010-2013 stewardship. In the words of
David Hughes the national Eco-Congregation co-ordinator “looking
after the planet is part of our worship, discipleship and mission”.
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I'll take risk of being boring by saying once more that becoming an
Eco-congregation is the responsibility of each person. | have been
greatly encouraged by the response of one of the Holiday Bible Club
leaders who wrote to me: “l know in our group we have all, leaders
and children, learnt and become much more aware and been
challenged to rethink our environment and how we care for the
wonderful planet and resources God has trusted to us.”

The Eco team would welcome more people to join them. The next
meeting is Thursday 3™ September. If you are interested then please
speak to either myself or Rev. Phil. | do still hope to step down from
the role of Eco-Coordinator at the end of August. | have been in-
volved in this area of ministry now for almost three years as | helped
a lot at Lostock Hall before transferring to Leyland, and do now feel it
is time to serve God in another way. | will willingly talk to anyone who
may be willing to take up this role.

In preparation for the last Eco meeting | found myself completing the
Eco-Congregation Award application form which requires evidence in
each of the following three areas :
Made the link between the Christian faith and our environmental
concerns.

Taken practical action in the church and/or church grounds.

Had a positive impact on and/or worked with their local or the
global community

It was encouraging to the team to realise just how much we have
achieved already, much of which can be read about on the Eco-
Congregation pages of our web-site. We do now need to compile
plans for the future which needs to involve all aspects of Church life.
If any of you do have any ideas then please speak to one of the team
— myself, Rev. Phil, Archie Whymark, Jeff Whittle or Enid Hallam.

Jean Lyon
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As most of you will know in January |
joined a youth and schools work
charity called the Pais Project. The
aim of the Pais Project is to build
links between schools and the local
church. We can offer lunch clubs,
RE lessons, playground support and
Assemblies. In the team there were
five of us! There was Lydia who was
our team leader and came from the
Lake District, Mike who was the
assistant team leader and came from
Liverpool, Holly who was a team
member and came from Cheltenham
and Toby who was a team member
and came from

Germany.

So much has happened in my first
year and | have many fun memories
from ministry that we have done over
the past 6 months. We have seen,
since January, around fifteen young
people come to know God through
the various activities we have done.
Three of the fifteen came out of the
team running a youth alpha course in
a high school and using the four
points to explain about becoming a
Christian. Five out of the fifteen
came from running RE lessons about
Christian views of the death penalty,
creation and evolution in a high
school and seven came out of doing
RE lessons in a primary school. It
has also been so good getting to
know some of the young people in
the lunch club we did on a
Wednesday.

-./$

One when | first went a particular boy
called Daniel was really shy and didn't
really talk that much. Over the weeks
he gradually started to open up and talk
to people and by the end | managed to
get him to pray out loud and talk into the
microphone at the front of the
classroom.

We also worked with another organisa-
tion called New Generation and they
came in for a week to talk to the young
people and a couple of weeks later the
school let us put on a Christian concert
at lunchtime in the hall where anyone
could go. On the day of the concert we
had around 2,000 children come through
the doors and see the message of God.
For me personally | have grown so
much in my faith in God over the past
six months. | have learnt to rely on God
a lot more to provide what | need, | es-
pecially relied on him in the beginning
when my dad went into hospital while |
was training. My dad was still in when |
moved to Rotherham but made a full
recovery within a few weeks and is now
back at work. | have also had to push
myself out of my comfort zone and start
to pray out loud in front of a range of
ages. However the most that | have got
out of Pais is that | have made some
really good friends for life that were on
my team and there have been amazing
times of worship and teaching on all the
conferences which has really blown my
mind!




CONTACT

Next year | am back in
Rotherham again as Assistant
Team Leader of a brand new
team which will be a big
challenge but something that |
can do with God at my side!!!

Now | just want to say a huge
THANK YOU to all the people
that have supported me through
my first year on Pais whether it
is through financial support,
e-mail/facebook or even just
prayer support!! | couldn’t have
done this year without you guys
supporting me!!! If you would
like to offer me any support or
just find out more details about
my year on Pais then feel free to
talk to me after morning worship
about it all!!!

1
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Way back in September '08 (21
not 20™ Century) a number of
relative strangers met with the

intention of studying on an ALPHA

course. The fact that four of our
number were in fact related went
a long way toward breaking us
down from strangers to friends.

Our Alpha course was led by
Maria who was assisted each
week by many church luminaries,
each one of them aiding our
understanding of the DVD, and by
December every one of us
realised that our faith in the Lord
had become firmer than ever
before, leaving us with a wish to
learn more. What is more we had
developed into a real friendship
with each other and felt the need
to carry on with a Tuesday
morning meeting.

We therefore entered 2009 with
no fixed ideas, but Marie came up
trumps with a booklet entitled
“How to live for Jesus”, by David
Petts, who was the Principal of
Mattersley Hall Bible College and
is still in demand internationally as
a preacher and lecturer.

I &&

With this to hand we took one of
the ten sections each week and,
as with Alpha, we learned more
during our discussions than from
reading the text.

We were extremely fortunate that
our final work with this booklet
was led by its author, David Petts.
It is more than possible that our
good fortune was helped by the
fact that David’s daughter-in-law
and several of her relatives were
members of our group!

Since “How to live for Jesus” our
time has been spent investigating
many different aspects of
Christian life and we are now
looking forward to widening our
experience yet further when we
reconvene in early September —
this time in 09.

Our group is a cosy one and we
would welcome anyone who is
free to join us on a Tuesday
morning — you may rest assured
that mental as well as physical
comfort is our forte.

Syd Butt
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